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I subscribe to a weekly news magazine that reports and assesses the world’s news and 

events from a Christian perspective. In that magazine is an advertisement of a college named 

Knox College—after the great Scottish Reformer of the late 1500’s who studied in Geneva under 

Calvin and Beza. The advertisement list the characteristics it wants to impart to its students: 

Knowledge, Faith, Zeal, and Courage. What a list of worthwhile and admirable characteristics: 

Knowledge, Faith, Zeal, and Courage. 

Think about it. Assess your life. To what extent do these things characterize you? 

Imagine having a denomination, a church full of young people filled with knowledge, faith, zeal, 

and courage! What a testimony to Christ Jesus we would bear. 

Zeal—which has to do with energy and a desire to be active in your faith. Courage—a 

willingness to bear reproach and sneers, and thru it all to stand for Christ and the truth. 

But notice where the list starts—with “knowledge,” placing it even before faith. Can that 

be right? Yes, absolutely, when you are talking about conscious, active faith. You have to know 

something about someone before you can believe in him and trust him. Knowledge IS the 

foundation on which all else is built. You have to understand who Christ is in order to follow 

him yourself, and that is especially true if you are going to explain to others who he is, and why 

Christianity is so important to you. 

If you are serious about being a witness to a generation that may well be the last 

generation living when Christ returns then you must be serious about knowledge—biblical, 

doctrinal knowledge. We live in a generation that despises biblical knowledge. If we follow suit, 

we will have nothing worth contributing at all. 

The late Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, a preacher of renown this century in the English 

speaking world, made an interesting comment. He said, “I spend half my time telling Christians 

to study Doctrine, and the other half telling them that Doctrine is not enough.” 

I find that an insightful statement. I wonder which part of the statement catches our 

attention, which do we feel needs the emphasis in our own circles? Would it be the underscoring 

of the importance of knowing our doctrine, or the reminder that just knowing our doctrine is not 

enough? 

Probably the latter, the reminder that just knowing doctrine, be it ever so precise, is not 

enough. If we are going to be true witnesses, and lights in the world, more is needed than that. 

There is truth to that. Doctrine is not enough. 

But what I found interesting was that this Dr. Lloyd-Jones did not just say, “Knowledge 

is not enough,” or “Knowledge is not important,” or ‘There is way too much emphasis on 

knowledge these days.” He said, “I spend half my time telling Christians to study doctrine.” 

Half his time! 

Under Lloyd-Jones’ ministry hundreds of young college students were converted to the 

Christian faith (to a Calvinism), and they were the ones who, full of zeal, would ask him, “Dr 

Lloyd-Jones, what must we do to remedy the deadly situation in England?” At that time the 

whole Church in England was going dead and apostate. 



Today, according to polls, less than 5% of the people of Great Britain (meaning England, 

Scotland and Wales) even have church membership. Mind you, we are talking not about regular 

church attendance, or about Calvinism, or a living faith. Just church membership! Less than 5% 

bother about church anymore at all, Christianity in any form. 

This is England and Scotland, mind you, the land of John Knox, and of the Puritans, and 

John Owens, and the Westminster Confession, of Presbyterianism and the Pilgrims. The light of 

Christianity in every sense has all but gone out, and the same is true across the whole of Europe. 

The land of the spiritual ancestry of most of us here, the Netherlands, is almost the same 

as far as even church attendance goes. Who cares about even acting like a Christian, reading a 

Bible or praying anymore. It is an absolute waste of time. That is what has taken place in the 

whole of Europe during this past century. 

So, these young college students wanted to know what they could do to change the trend 

perhaps, and to practice a vital, living Christianity. And the answer Lloyd-Jones gave again and 

again was, “You have to study doctrine. You have to know the Christian faith and what you 

believe. And not only what you believe, but Who you believe in and Who he is and what his 

apostles taught and why. Knowledge! and more doctrinal knowledge, that is the crying need of 

the day.” 

And the thing about Lloyd-Jones was that he was one of the very few of his day in 

England who insisted that this was so. What is interesting is that other preachers saw the 

deadness taking over, they saw their churches emptying out, their young people going every 

which way, and they said the exact opposite! They said knowledge was to blame, doctrinal 

knowledge. It was knowledge that had led to the dead orthodoxy. It was the great evil. 

What was needed, they said, was more emphasis on action and involvement, and on 

liturgy and ritual and congregational participation. Anything but knowledge. And that is what 

they did. 

The question is, did it help? The proof is in the pudding. What is left today in 

protestantism in Great Britain? Hardly a thing. The downward trend continues. And no one 

seems to know why. 

The point is Lloyd-Jones knew why. And that’s why when young, newly converted 

Christians came to him asking him what was the key and what it was they needed if they were to 

be of use to stem the tide, or at least preserve what remained. The Doctor’s reoccurring answer 

was —“Knowledge, doctrinal knowledge. That is the key.” And then “No, that is not all that is 

needed. But if we do not recover that, there is no hope for merry old England, none at all.” 

Now I realize that that does not sound glamorous, and exciting. Action and involvement 

and doing things sounds more attractive. But without sound biblical knowledge all the doing and 

action in the world will not do the church or others any good. And you will not do yourselves 

any good either. 

This diagnosis was not just made by the good Doctor. It was made by God thousands of 

years ago. The Spirit declared through the prophet Hosea, “My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee” (4:6). 

Without proper Biblical knowledge they were susceptible to every doctrinal error. They 

had no answer, no spiritual immunities. They were easily infected with doctrinal error. And it 

swept them away like the Black Plague. 

This we must keep in mind. Without knowledge who will bear witness? There will be no 

one left. Who can you turn to for answers if nobody don’t know nothing! 



Somebody should have some answers. Why should you be embarrassed if that someone 

is you? 

But before one acquires knowledge one must have the conviction that the acquiring of 

knowledge is important, and therefore worth seeking. Acquiring Biblical knowledge takes work. 

That’s the problem. Is it worth it? You must be convinced in your own heart it is. 

Without knowledge you would be like Ahimaaz. I wonder how many here remember who 

Ahimaaz was. He was a postman, a mailman of sorts, that is, a carrier of messages for King 

David at time of war. 

If you recall Ahimaaz ran for Joab the general right after Joab’s forces defeated 

Absalom’s. Joab sent Cushi running to deliver the news to David who was waiting anxiously at 

the gate. It was then that Ahimaaz begged to be sent, too. Finally Joab relented. 

Well, Ahimaaz was faster than Cushi, and overtook him and got to David first if you 

recall. There was just one problem; when Ahimaaz got to David he did not know what to say, 

that is, the answer to all of David’s questions. He did not have sufficient KNOWLEDGE, And so 

for all his zeal and energy, he failed. 

Cushi ran slower and came later, but Cushi had something Ahimaaz lacked, namely, 

knowledge, and so could give David the information he sought. David was not so thrilled with 

the news, “What about my son Absalom?” “Well, Absalom is where all your enemies ought to 

be, O king, dead as a dodo.” But Cushi was the better messenger for all that. 

The point is, remember Ahimaaz. Zeal to carry the message and energy in bearing 

witness is fine and wonderful, but if you are ignorant of the message, your usefulness is going to 

be severely curtailed. 

Knowledge is not the only thing. True. Still knowledge is foundational, and in this age of 

such appalling ignorance, it is the most basic spiritual thing. To be numbered amongst those who 

still have some knowledge about what the Bible teaches and the Reformed faith has believed for 

centuries is of greatest benefit and importance. 

You and I need to know these things not just as a feather in our own caps, but because it 

is going to be for the benefit of others who simply have never been told or taught. Or, what they 

have been taught as Calvinism is in fact the complete opposite of what it really is. 

(Next time Rev. Koole will show us how we must use this knowledge of the truth.) 
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