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As the title appropriately states, this book is a summary of the doctrinal development of 

the Protestant Reformed Churches over the seventy-five years of her existence. Beyond that, the 

author shows how the doctrinal struggles from the time of the Synod of Dordt and through the 

Secession of 1834 along with the Doleantie of 1886 have helped to shape the Protestant 

Reformed Churches. 

As the Editor’s Foreword states, this “significant” (p. xiii) book was commissioned for 

the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Protestant Reformed Churches in June of 2000. It “records 

and celebrates the mighty work of our faithful covenant God in giving, preserving, developing, 

and proclaiming the truth of His absolute sovereignty and particular grace in Jesus Christ” (p. 

xiii). In the foreword also comes the warning that the book is not an “‘easy read’ as books go 

today” (p. xiv). It requires careful and studious reading, especially for those who may be new to 

the Protestant Reformed faith. “Let Protestant Reformed members read it and grow in 

appreciation for their denomination and her doctrines. Let other readers give this book a fair 

hearing, evaluating it in the light of the history, and, of course, Scripture and the confessions” 

(pp. xiv-v). The Protestant Reformed reader ought to be especially interested in carefully reading 

this book, for it clearly sets forth the PRC’s reason for existence. As the author asks in the 

Preface, “What are the doctrinal distinctives that set them (the PRC) apart from other churches—

also those in the Reformed tradition?” (p. xvi). These doctrinal distinctives and how they came 

into being through the struggles of 1924 and 1953 are recorded in the book. 

The book is divided into five main parts, the first section dealing with the roots of the 

PRC in the Netherlands and then in the Christian Reformed Church. An interesting story retold 

on page 4 sets the tone for the whole book because it summarizes the battle that the Church of 

Christ has always fought in its defense of the truth. A story is told of a small church building in 

the province of Gronigen, the Netherlands. It belonged to the Secessionists who followed 

Hendrik De Cock out of the apostate state church into a new denomination. On the left side of 

the entrance was an inscription on a stone slab which read “Man Nothing;” and on a piece of 

granite on the right side were engraved the words “Christ Everything.” Those two inscriptions, 

so the story goes, made the entrance too narrow for many people in the village, and they chose to 

worship in the “Large Church” where the worship and the preaching fit their broader outlook on 

life. 

The second section of the book deals with the origin of the PRC and the common grace 

controversy of 1924. Once again, the author is careful to point out from the writing of Rev. 

Hoeksema and Rev. Danhof that, “from a doctrinal point of view, the history of the church is 

characterized by a prolonged struggle to maintain the doctrines of sovereign and particular 

grace” (pp. 47, 48). This struggle, Rev. Hoeksema was involved in for many years within the 

Christian Reformed Church prior to 1924, when finally he, along with Rev. Danhof and Rev. 

Ophoff, was put out of the CRC. It was only after it became clear that the doctrine of sovereign 

and particular grace could no longer be maintained within the CRC that the PRC came into 

existence. 



The third section of the book is entitled “The Positive Development of the Truth.” In this 

portion of the book the author records the development of certain doctrines within the PRC as 

they emerged from the struggle of 1924. Since many of these doctrines were at the center of the 

controversy in 1924 and intimately related to the doctrine of sovereign and particular grace, it 

was natural that there would be a development in these doctrines in the early years of the 

denomination. In this section, the reader will find an explanation of “The Sovereign Grace of 

Miracles” (chapter 7), “The Doctrine of the Antithesis” (chapter10), and “The Meaning of the 

Concept ‘Organic’” (chapter 12). Particularly interesting is chapter 12, which deals with the term 

”organic.” Early, it seems, in the history of the PRC the average member had a firm grasp on the 

concept “organic.” However, as the author notes in a footnote (10, p. 234), it seems that this is no 

longer the case today. I have learned, sometimes to my dismay, that if I use the term “organic” in 

theological discussion, I am met with blank stares and puzzled looks. In fact, it is difficult to 

explain to others, unfamiliar with the term, what it really means. 

Later in the same chapter, in a sub-section about “Man as Organism,” the author points 

out how the PRC differ radically with Arminians in this area. 

Arminianism is an individualistic religion which has no sense of organic unity of 

corporate responsibility. In the work of salvation, because each man is a major contributor to his 

own salvation, the old adage holds: “Every man for himself, and the devil take the hindmost.” 

God makes salvation possible to individuals who exercise their own free will. The result is that a 

crowd, a conglomerate, a mass of individuals who accept Christ is saved, but not an organism, 

the organism of the body of Christ. This is a fatal flaw in Arminianism and Pelagian thinking, as 

fatal as the error of free will. 

Section four of the book deals with the distinctively Protestant Reformed doctrine of the 

Covenant. This doctrine, as the PRC have it today, was born out of the Schism of 1953. Much of 

the original source information for this section is taken from the writings of Protestant Reformed 

ministers as they put their thoughts and convictions on paper in the Standard Bearer and 

Concordia during this time. An example of this is Rev. Vos’ observation of the spiritual health of 

the PRC in the years prior to this split in 1953. We read on pages 277 and 278 in the first volume 

of Concordia, that the editor, Rev. Gerrit Vos, expressed some concern about the fact that the 

churches were not as spiritually strong as in the early years of their history. This was evident, he 

wrote, from the poor attendance at the pre-synodical prayer service and the graduation exercises 

of the Theological School. 

Many portions of the section on the covenant require careful and studious attention by the 

reader. The reader may find it profitable to re-read these sections in order that they may be fully 

understood. But what good is a book that goes no deeper than what can be understood by a quick 

skimming over? 

The fifth and final section, “Concluding Considerations,” briefly deals with a few 

important doctrines maintained within the PRC. These doctrines are mentioned within the 

framework of the six loci of “dogmatics” (p. 401). 

At the end of the book are a number of appendices which the reader will be interested in. 

They include a couple of things that even the Protestant Reformed reader may have never seen 

before, including the majority and minority reports of a classical committee regarding the 

protests of Hoeksema and Ophoff at a meeting of Classis East in May of 1953. The information 

found in the appendices sheds light on the events surrounding the history of the PRC. 

The footnotes, found on nearly every page, are another aspect of the book the reader will 

not want to overlook. In fact, if the footnotes are skipped or merely glanced at, the reader 



severely handicaps his ability to profit from the reading of the book. Another helpful aspect of 

the book is the section of “Illustrations” found in the heart of the book. The pictures and 

drawings are helpful, in that the reader is able to put faces on the many names that are mentioned 

throughout the course of the history. Some of the pictures have never before been seen by many 

PR readers. 

The young men and women of the PRC ought to make a diligent effort to obtain and read 

this book. Even though it may be quite long, and some sections require careful attention to detail, 

it is profitable reading. All those who love the truth as God has given it to the PRC and as it is 

recounted in this book can only make the confession, “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto 

thy name give glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth’s sake” Psalm 115:1. 
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