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Last time we ended in anticipation of looking at the various elements of a storm from the 

viewpoint of God’s Word. We remember, that God has “His way in the whirlwind and in the 

storm” (Nahum 1:3). There are many spiritual realities pictured for us in the physical elements of 

a storm. It is interesting and profitable to go through God’s Word in order that we might grow in 

our knowledge of storms (which demonstrate the sovereign power of God) from a spiritual point 

of view. 

Before we begin, we must understand that we as believers know God through His 

revelation in creation, but more importantly through His Word, the Scriptures, which He writes 

upon our hearts. The unbeliever, even though he lives in the creation and can read the Bible, 

cannot come to a spiritual knowledge of God by creation. It is not true, as many falsely teach, 

that the creation is God’s revelation to the unbelievers and the Scriptures is God’s revelation to 

the believers. No, both creation and Scripture are one and the same revelation and only the 

believer has a spiritual knowledge of God by them. Therefore, only a child of God can see the 

spiritual realities pictured in an earthly storm. 

The first element of a storm which we will look at is the cloud. It is interesting how God 

used a cloud as a means to physically preserve His people in the Old Testament. A striking 

instance of this is found in Exodus 14:20 where we read of the cloud that “came between the 

camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it 

gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night.” What came as 

a means of defeat and confusion to the Egyptians, was a means of light and preservation to the 

Israelites. 

There are a number of instances where the “glory of the Lord” appeared to the children of 

Israel in “the cloud.” Read Exodus 16:10, 40:34-38 and I Kings 8:10. In Isaiah 19:1 there is a 

reference to the Lord who “rideth upon a swift cloud.” At the last day, the Son of man will come 

“in a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21:27). 

Another comforting truth which ought to come to our remembrance every time we see a 

thick, billowing cloud approaching is the reality of the covering of our sins. Of this we read in 

Isaiah 44:22, “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: 

return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.” No longer do we stand guilty before God, for our sins 

have been covered by the blood of Christ. 

Finally, we see in a storm and clouds a physical picture of our spiritual victory and the 

defeat of our three-fold spiritual enemy. A song of David recorded for us in II Samuel 22 tells us 

of God’s overthrow of David’s enemies pictured for us in a storm. David sings (vs. 5, 6), ”the 

waves of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid; The sorrows of hell 

compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me.” But God heard the cry of David and 

came swiftly to his rescue. And this rescue is pictured graphically in terms of a storm, God 

sovereignly in control of every element to the defeat of His enemies and the preservation of 

David. May the Spirit bring this passage to our remembrance the next time we are surrounded by 

a storm. 

The second element of a storm which we will consider is the wind. As Amos 4:13 clearly 

states, it is “The Lord, the God of hosts” that “createth the wind.” It is the living God who 

“bringeth the wind out of His treasuries” (Psalm 135:7 and Jeremiah 10:13). 



When the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost, “there came a sound from heaven as 

of a rushing mighty wind” (Acts 2:2). When Jesus was gathered with His disciples behind closed 

doors after His resurrection, it is recorded that “He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 

Receive ye the Holy Ghost” (John 20:22). The wind pictures for us the spiritual reality of the 

Holy Spirit proceeding from Christ. 

The wind of the storm, which drives away all that which is not sturdy and attached firmly 

to its foundation, reminds us of God’s judgment of impenitent sinners. Matthew 7:24-27 records 

for us the fall of the house built on sand by the “foolish” man. It is written that “the rain 

descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and 

great was the fall of it” (vs. 27). Likewise, we are reminded that the “ungodly are like the chaff 

which the wind driveth away” (Psalm 1:4). But the righteous man has his house built upon the 

firm foundation, Christ, and when the rain, floods, and wind beat upon his house, it stands. 

The third element of a storm is the lightning. A portion of Psalm 135:7 states that the 

Lord “maketh lightnings for the rain.” God made His presence known to His people Israel by 

“thunderings” and “lightnings” after they received the ten commandments (Exodus 20:18). II 

Samuel 22:15 and Psalm 18:14 record for us a portion of David’s song of thanksgiving to God 

for his deliverance from the hand of his enemies. And David sang that God “sent out His arrows, 

and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited them.” Lightning pictures for us 

the spiritual reality of the discomfiting and defeat of our enemies through Christ. 

Another comforting truth pictured by lightning is the second coming of Christ. In Luke 

17:24 we read, “For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth 

unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in His day.” 

The fourth element of a storm, and related to the lightning, is thunder. As Psalm 104:7 

tells us, thunder pictures for us the voice of God. I Samuel 7:10 records for us how the Lord 

“thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they 

were smitten before Israel.” Later in I Samuel, we read of how God sent thunder and rain to 

show His displeasure with the people of Israel for their great wickedness in asking for a king 

(chapter 12:16-19). 

When we hear the booming thunder during a storm, we ought to be reminded of the fact 

that God speaks and that He is to be feared, even as Israel feared when God’s presence was 

known after they received the ten commandments (Exodus 20:18-21). 

The final element of a storm is the rain. Once again we turn to the Psalms to know that it 

is the Lord who prepares rain for the earth (147:8). Rain is very interesting to consider, because 

both an abundance of rain and a lack of rain was connected with God’s wrath against sin in the 

Old Testament. During the Flood, God rained upon the earth 40 days and 40 nights. Solomon’s 

prayer in I King’s 8 records for us that God would shut up heaven and send no rain when the 

people walked contrary to His ways. When they repented and walked in the “good way,” God 

would then send rain upon the land (verses 35, 36). Ezekiel 38:22 tells us that God rains with an 

“overflowing rain” upon His enemies. 

To the elect, however, rain pictures for us a comforting spiritual reality. We find this truth 

set forth for us in Isaiah 55:10, 11, “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and 

returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 

seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: 

it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in 

the thing whereto I sent it.” Deuteronomy 32:2 records this same truth. “My doctrine shall drop 

as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the 



showers upon the grass.” God’s word is efficacious. It perfectly accomplishes the purpose He has 

sovereignly intended it to accomplish. May we remember this truth which is pictured for us by 

the falling rain. 

Let us also confess that our God is a “refuge from the storm” (Isaiah 25:4) and in Him we 

have a certain hope. 
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