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Krystal hummed along with a familiar hymn on the radio as she put a bunch of tulips in a 

vase. Mother had picked the late bloomers that morning, but hadn’t had time to arrange them. 

Everyone was busy with special jobs to do on this beautiful Saturday afternoon! Even Krystal’s 

little brother, Jamie, was sweeping the porch. The music helped make the work a little more 

pleasant for the whole family.  

But the program on the radio switched, and someone began to talk. He started his 

message with: “God loves everyone. He loves every single per—” 

Click. Father turned the radio off. 

“Why did you turn it off, Dad? Isn’t it a Christian radio station?” Krystal asked. 

Her father sighed. “Did you hear the words that person was saying? Those words are not 

true. God does not love everybody. But He does love every one of His elect children,” Father 

spoke with conviction. 

Krystal knew what her father said was true. It was what she had been taught, and she 

believed it. She even knew Bible verses that said God’s love is not for all. Yet, did it really 

matter that much? Neighbors and relatives—so many of them agreed with the speaker on the 

radio. They all believed that God loves everybody! She wondered about it and asked, “Why do 

so many people believe that God loves everyone?” 

“That kind of god appeals to our flesh,” Father said. “It gives us a part in the work of 

salvation. You see, doing the work of accepting Christ as our Savior goes right along with saying 

that God loves everybody. Salvation isn’t so humbling that way. But—that’s not Scripture.” 

Krystal still toyed with the tulips, deciding which one looked best in which place. As she 

tried them out in various positions she said, “I guess I don’t understand it all yet. I would think 

that it ought to be very simple and clear.” 

“Hmm,” Mother entered the conversation, “these tulips definitely remind me of 

something.”  

“And that something,” added Father, “really does make it clear...” 

(to be continued) 
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