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It will probably surprise you, but this church in old Jerusalem was founded by the 

Emperor Charlemagne (742-814). It was restored 300 years later by a group of merchants who 

came from Amalfi (a port city in Italy) who admired its excellent structure. It was again 

renovated by the Crusaders in 1150. In 1869, Sultan Abed el-Aziz from Turkey, occupied 

Jerusalem, who wanted to please the German Crown Prince Frederik III, gave the lot of land with 

the ruins of the church to him. He asked an architect to make a new drawing of the church, 

following the lines of the historic building as well as possible. During this work, the ancient 

decorative entrance was recovered and included. There was a delay in the building, because the 

Crown Prince suddenly died, but his son (Emperor) Wilhelm II, who designed the bell tower 

himself, came to see the building place in 1898 and gave it the name “Church of the Redeemer.” 

It was in medieval style with much ornamentation and many colors, but in 1970, a 

complete renovation was done, following the example of Lutheran churches in Scandinavia, and 

all the grandeur was lost. The massive stone walls are bare, so that the whole building is now 

plain. However, the mammoth pillars are topped by medieval capitals following the model of one 

discovered in the ruins. The windows have stained glass, but no biblical scenes; those in the 

dome are tinted brown, yellow and white. 

The entrance of the church is decorated with a sculpted lamb, symbolizing the sacrifice 

the Lord brought for His children. 

In the portal, twelve bas-reliefs (some damaged) represent the months of the year. 

At the back of the church, there is yet a small door with the inscription “English-speaking 

Lutheran Congregation and Crusader chapel.” There is a remnant of a cloister with a muristan 

(which means hospital in old Persian language), where once a group of monks of the “Hospitaler 

Order of St. John” sheltering sick Crusaders. This was restored in 1871. 
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