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We, as Reformed believers, confess along with our Belgic Confession in Article 2, that 

God makes Himself known “by the creation, preservation and government of the universe; which 

is before our eyes as a most elegant book, wherein all creatures, great and small, are as so many 

characters leading us to contemplate the invisible things of God, namely, His power and 

divinity.” This is the truth as revealed in all of Scripture, and found specifically in Romans 

1:20. The article goes on to state that all of these things which surround man in creation “are 

sufficient to convince men, and leave them without excuse.” We also confess that this testimony 

of creation is not sufficient to bring man to a saving knowledge of God. This, of course, is only 

possible as the creed states “by His holy and divine Word.” Nevertheless, it is important to 

maintain that all men will appear before God in the day of judgment without excuse because 

God’s “eternal power and Godhead” are clearly seen from His creation and governance of the 

universe. This is the truth contained in the latter half of Romans 1. Another passage which helps 

explain this truth is Acts 17:22-31. Paul here is speaking to the superstitious men of Mars’ hill, 

who had erected an altar “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.” Paul begins speaking with the words, 

“God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven and 

earth…”(vs. 24). In the next verse Paul utters the words, “seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, 

and all things” (vs. 25). From this passage it is evident that all men are surrounded by the clear 

testimony of creation that God is God and that He must be worshipped (vs. 27). Man can see, 

hear, touch, and taste this in the creation that surrounds him. 

Even more striking is the fact that every man has the works of the law written in his 

heart. Every man is accused by his conscience when he commits evil. Romans 2:14,15 sets forth 

this truth, where we read, “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the 

things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew 

the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their 

thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another.” Not only is man surrounded by 

the eternal power of God in creation, but man’s conscience also accuses him when he refuses to 

worship God and disobeys God’s law. The unbelieving man seeks to cover and corrupt this 

revelation of God in the creation and His governance of it. While he may admit that there is a 

“supreme being” mysteriously at work in the universe, he continues to put forth all of his 

energies into denying the God that declares His glory in the heavens and His handywork in the 

firmament (Psalm 19). Unbelieving man, to varying degrees, sinks into the darkness of his 

corruption of the truth of God. Those whom God has given over to a reprobate mind (Romans 

1:28-32) become mired in the terrible pit of destruction. Even though they know the judgment of 

God against them, they continue in the way of rebellion and take pleasure when others follow 

them into the pit (vs. 32). 

However, God does not allow them to go through this life without sufficient warning of 

the judgment to come. Do not doubt that wicked men live in terror of the day of the Lord. In fact, 

those men who are the greatest despisers of God, fear His impending judgment the most. There 

are many examples of this in the Bible. Read of the account of Nabal in I Samuel 25. Wicked 

men, who can be so bold in their opposition to God, are smitten in a moment by the mere thought 

of His judgment. John Calvin, in his Institutes, points this out in the section “The Knowledge of 

God The Creator.” In book 1, chapter 3, sections 1 & 2, he points out that man cannot remove 



from his mind “an awareness of divinity.” Everywhere he looks, even within his own thoughts, 

he cannot escape it. To varying degrees wicked men seek to suppress this awareness within 

themselves. Some are even so bold in their foolish unbelief as to say, “There is no God” (Psalm 

53). Yet as Calvin writes,  

he who is the boldest despiser of God is of all men the most startled at the rustle 

of a falling leaf [cf. Lev. 26:36]. Whence does this arise but from the vengeance 

of divine majesty, which strikes their consciences all the more violently the more 

they try to flee from it? Indeed, they seek out every subterfuge to hide themselves 

from the Lord’s presence, and to efface it again from their minds. But in spite of 

themselves they are always entrapped. Although it may sometimes seem to vanish 

for a moment, it returns at once, and rushes in with new force. If for these there is 

any respite from anxiety of conscience, it is not much different from the sleep of 

drunken or frenzied persons, who do not rest peacefully even while sleeping 

because they are continually troubled with dire and dreadful dreams. The impious 

themselves therefore exemplify the fact that some conception of God is ever alive 

in all men’s minds. 

It is interesting to consider the truth of God’s revelation in creation and the fact that 

wicked man seeks to cover up and corrupt the truth of God, even though his conscience accuses 

him. God uses many means to strike fear into the hearts of wicked men. God so governs the 

creation that it becomes the means by which he reveals undeniably to wicked man that He alone 

is God. One way in which God does this is by means of violent storms, what carnal man calls, 

“natural disasters.” Storms, and their particular elements of clouds, lightning, thunder, wind and 

rain, are interesting to consider in the light of God’s Word.  

A believer observes a storm in a much different way than an unbeliever. The believer 

confesses that the Lord is a “refuge from the storm” (Isaiah 25:4). The unbeliever, when he is in 

the midst of a storm experiences that “God is jealous, and the Lord revengeth; the Lord 

revengeth, and is furious; the Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserveth 

wrath for His enemies. The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit 

the wicked: the Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust 

of His feet” (Nahum 1: 2-8). When one goes through God’s Word, it is profitable to note the 

significance of storms in Scripture and how each element of the storm pictures a different aspect 

of God’s power. Not only do the wind, rain, and lightning speak of different aspects of God’s 

judgment, but they also picture comforting truths for the children of God. 

The verses are too numerous to list which speak of God’s sovereign control of storms. 

Psalm 135:7 will suffice. Here we read, “He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the 

earth; He maketh lightnings for the rain; He bringeth the wind out of His treasuries.” While 

many in the world may prefer to use exclusively scientific explanations for the formation of 

storms, the believer says first, “The Lord reigneth.” There is nothing wrong about talking of 

storms in terms of atmospheric pressure, dew points, and the jet stream, but we must 

acknowledge that God sovereignly controls all of the forces by which storms are made. Further, 

we must confess that God does not use storms in some arbitrary manner which serves no 

purpose. As we learned from Nahum 1:3, God has “His way in the whirlwind and in the 

storm.” God not only has His way in the physical storm itself and the destruction that it may 

bring, but God has His way in a spiritual sense in the storm. Throughout the Old Testament, God 

accomplished His purpose of the preservation of His people by means of rain, wind, lightning, 



thunder, and clouds. Next time, D.V., we will look at each of these elements and see the spiritual 

truths that they picture. 
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