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Recently Disney has produced a new movie called “Dinosaurs” in which computers were 

used to create animated dinosaurs that were merged with real landscape videos in such a way that 

it was virtually impossible to distinguish what was real from that which was computer generated. 

An article in “Newsweek” described the techniques used to make the skin of the dinosaurs jiggle 

with each step and wrinkle with the movements of the gigantic bodies. The movie represented 

the cutting edge of technology in the making of animated pictures.  

Another example of picture tricks showed up in an advertisement in which a baby is 

made to converse in an adult manner with another adult. Apparently a video recording of the 

baby was manipulated so that the eye and mouth movement corresponded seamlessly with the 

dialog. The effect is quite remarkable, and the advertisement and others like it are becoming 

more popular.  

The above-mentioned examples are quite harmless in themselves. The idea has been 

around for years, and the technique has been brought to a new level of perfection. With a more 

perfect technique, however, comes more power to deceive. In the cases mentioned, it is easy to 

distinguish the real from that which is added by the imaginations of men. The technique, 

however, can just as easily be used to deceive. Imagine what would happen if someone used the 

technique to put you on a video tape committing a crime that you in reality never committed. 

Imagine being imprisoned for your faith and being shown videotapes of our ministers preaching 

false doctrine. 

Our Lord has warned us that Antichrist and false prophets “shall shew great signs and 

wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Matthew 24:5). 

Deception will no doubt include more than visual wonders. It will include deceptive 

philosophies, corrupted facts, and earthly enticements, But God does give special warning to 

visible signs and wonders in Revelation 13:13-14, where we read, “And he doeth great wonders, 

so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth 

them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the 

sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the 

beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.” Again we read of the signs and wonders in 

II Thessalonians 2:9, where we read, “Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan 

with all power and signs and lying wonders.” 

We ought not underestimate the power that Antichrist will have. It is dangerous to say 

“O, God would never give Antichrist that much power,” because we only make ourselves more 

susceptible to the delusions. We are warned that many will be deceived (Matthew 24:5, 11). We 

are warned that the deception will be so designed that it targets the very foundational faith of the 

elect. God comforts us with the words “if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect,” but 

this does not mean that it will be easy to withstand the temptations. We also read in II Peter 3:17, 

“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away 

with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.” 

We must beware. We must be prepared for the powerful delusions of Antichrist. The 

church has confronted such delusions throughout its history, but we must always prepare for new 

and more powerful delusions. We can learn some fundamental tactics of the devil when we look 

at the pattern that the devil used when he tempted Jesus in the wilderness (Luke 4:3-13). First he 



tempted Jesus to look at his earthly needs and desires apart from the Word of God. Then he 

tempted Jesus to worship him by presenting an alternative to eternal heavenly glory. He 

presented earthly glory that could be attained without the way of the pain and suffering of the 

cross. Finally the devil tempted Jesus to exalt himself over against God by a foolish and rash test 

of God’s Word.  

We are earthly and the things that we need and want to satisfy our bodies surround us. 

Given our fallen nature, we would plunge ourselves into self-indulgence apart from the 

enlightening grace of God in Christ. In Christ, however, we use our earthly bodies to serve and 

give glory to God. In Christ we are able to see through the delusion of the devil and keep our 

eyes fixed upon the truth. 

Our parents, teachers, pastor, and church congregation as a whole are called by God to 

teach the youth about the world in which we live in such a way that they begin to see how the 

things of this earth can be used in their service to God. Most importantly, each member of the 

church must teach by word and example that God’s Word must take priority in all things. The 

Word of God must be firmly rooted in the heart if we are to put that Word before our earthly 

desires. 

The second temptation of Christ has to do with an alternative to the pain and suffering of 

this world. We live in a world filled with suffering and pain. Man strives with all his might to 

alleviate pain with medication and make life easier with technology, but God has decreed that we 

come to know the depths of the riches of the knowledge of God in the way of suffering and 

affliction. This does not mean that we should refuse all medical treatment of physical pain or 

avoid using technology that helps us in our daily life. We must remember, however, that the 

devil may very well present a life to us that is free of pain and suffering. It may happen that the 

Antichrist receives power to develop and use technology in such a way that it appears as though 

he has the very keys to heavenly life on this earth. We read of this power in Revelation 13:3-4: 

“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and 

all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto 

the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to 

make war with him?” The devil will use the wonders of this world to tempt us to look to the 

Antichrist for salvation from earthly suffering and forsake Christ. 

We must look at wars, plagues, social unrest, etc. through the spectacles of Scripture and 

understand that this is the judgment of God against sin. We must not look to medicine and 

technology as the solutions to the corruption of this world by sin, but to Christ as the deliverer. 

The Word of God must be firmly rooted in the heart if we are to have the strength to choose the 

God glorifying way of Christ rather than the man glorifying way of the Antichrist. 

Finally, the devil seeks to stir up our own pride. He encourages us to challenge and test 

the Word of God rather than walk in its light. He wants us to distance ourselves from God, pull 

away from covenant fellowship with Him, and test Him using human standards of judgment. He 

wants us to look at God’s Word with skepticism instead of by faith.  

The believer, however, lives in covenant fellowship with God and always treats God’s 

Word with reverence. We must never look at the Bible simply as a piece of literature. Whenever 

we read the Scriptures, it must be understood that the words are the Word of God.  

In ourselves, we will never be prepared for living in the end times. We could memorize 

the whole Bible and still be deceived. Knowledge is not enough. The key to standing in the end 

times is a love for the truth. Having a love for the truth is the only way that we will be able to 

withstand the deception of Antichrist. This truth is taught negatively in II Thessalonians 2:10, 



where we read “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 

received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” We will be deceived if we do not 

love the truth. When we have a love for the truth, however, we will stand firm.  

Love for the truth comes by grace alone. Our Lord taught us to pray “Thy kingdom 

come,” and in this petition we are also praying for the grace of God to know and love the truth. 

The Heidelberg Catechism’s exposition of the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer provides a 

concise summary of the things we need as we live in the end times. “Q.123. Which is the second 

petition? A.“Thy kingdom come;” that is, rule us so by thy word and Spirit, that we may submit 

ourselves more and more to thee; preserve and increase thy church; destroy the works of the 

devil, and all violence which would exalt itself against thee; and also, all wicked counsels 

devised against thy holy word; till the full perfection of thy kingdom take place, wherein thou 

shalt be all in all.” 
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