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How often don’t we rely on something other than the Word of God when we are 

challenged to give a reason why we do one thing and refuse to do another thing? Classmates may 

ask, “Are you going to the movies with us tonight? Who are you taking to the dance? Would you 

like a smoke? Why do you go to church twice on Sunday?” So often we try to hide the truth and 

reply with such phrases: “No, I don’t feel like it. I don’t like to dance. I would be grounded if my 

parents ever found out. I have to go to church twice.” If we are pushed for the truth with a 

comment like, “Do you think it is wrong or something?” or “Why don’t you ever want to have 

fun?” or “You’re just a chicken,” then we grow tense and defensive like Peter when he denied 

Christ (Mark 14:66-72). If those who are questioning our actions press on, our inconsistencies 

quickly come out. We begin to feel like we are on quick sand and we become sorely tempted to 

compromise and go with our classmates rather than tell the truth. 

On the other hand, if we tell the truth, then we will find ourselves upon a firm foundation: 

God’s Word. Our questioners quickly see that we are following consistent principles and are 

unable to push us into the quick sand. Why don’t we just tell the truth then? Wouldn’t we rather 

have a firm footing rather than sink? 

The answer reveals our own pride. We don’t want others to think we are not like them. 

We would rather blame the rules or our parents. Perhaps it is simply something that our parents 

forbid and we are embarrassed to admit that we honor our parents, as God demands. We would 

rather have others think we have harsh, unreasonable parents than to admit, “I am the one who 

believes such an action is wrong.” When we take a stand, we are open targets for ridicule. In 

pride we would rather sink away in the quicksand of lies and inconsistent thinking than to stand 

on a firm foundation exposed to the ridicule of our peers. 

Sometimes we are not sure exactly why we believe something is wrong. We may feel 

unprepared to defend what we believe. There may be no one text in the Bible that says such an 

action is wrong but we know it is wrong from the implications of a number of verses or the 

whole general thrust of God’s Word. Even when we avoid telling the truth because we are 

uncertain about how to explain our reasons, we are still thinking about our own self-image. We 

don’t want to be seen struggling to defend ourselves. We surely don’t want to be ridiculed for 

being unable to explain why we refuse to do what “everyone else” enjoys so much. 

Even when we are unprepared to explain fully why we do what we do, we are called as 

children of God always to turn to God’s Word for the answer to ethical questions. This does not 

necessarily mean we need a quote handy for every answer we give, but we must at least be 

heading in the direction of God’s Word with our answer rather than turning to some soft 

inconsistent excuse. 

God teaches us that we must always turn to His Word in at least three ways when we are 

faced with ethical questions: 1) with the doctrine of the antithesis, 2) with the example of Christ, 

and 3) in the way of our own experience as Christians. 

First we will take a look at the doctrine of the antithesis. The doctrine of the antithesis is 

about separation. We are a separate people, called out of the world of darkness, free of the 

bondage of sin. We are brought into covenant fellowship and friendship with God. We are called 

to forsake pride and give God all glory and honor (I Peter 2:9). The antithesis also separates 

answers to the question, “why do you do what you do?” The answers given by those left in 



darkness ultimately give glory to man, and the answers of a believer give glory to God. All that 

we do in faith is done out of love for God as we seek to obey Him. The only way to know what 

God will have us do is to turn to the revelation of His will in His Word. Our only real reason, 

then, for doing that which is right is found in God’s Word alone. 

Next we look at Christ. Christ, our elder brother in the covenant friendship with God 

lived this truth when he answered the Devil with quotations from the Word of God (Matthew 4). 

When the Devil suggested that he make the stones into bread, Jesus did not say, “No, I don’t feel 

like eating right now.” How foolish that would be, even on the surface. Of course he was hungry. 

We are foolish too when we give such excuses for not walking in sin with “friends.” By 

nature we are very hungry for a sinful life. Of ourselves, we would never say, “I don’t feel like 

satisfying my desires.” Even the ungodly know that something deeper governs our life when we 

turn away from worldly entertainment and the ways of self-satisfaction. We must testify of that 

work of God within us when we give our answers. We must give God the glory. Christ went 

straight to the word of God, the source of His life. He gave God all the glory and he defeated the 

attacks of Satan. 

The only way to stand firm when tempted or challenged in your walk as a Christian is to 

stand upon God’s Word. The reality of this truth was made very clear to me recently in a college 

course called “Contemporary Moral Issues.” As I progressed through the course answering 

questions for the various readings, participating in the discussions, and wading through the 

whole spectrum of proposed solutions, it always came down to one of two possible solutions: 

man’s reasoning or God’s Word. 

The whole course was becoming rather wearisome by the time we came to the issue of 

homosexuality. The focus of the class happened to be the question “should we discriminate 

against homosexuals?” The question was not “is homosexuality wrong,” but rather “should a 

person be treated any differently from the average citizen because that person is a homosexual.” 

Should such a person be denied any or all of the rights everyone else has. 

The essay we had to read by a contemporary moral philosopher argued that homosexuals 

should be treated differently: they should not be allowed to marry a partner of the same sex. 

“Good,” I thought, “here is someone headed in the right direction.” His argument had to do with 

distinguishing a public and private domain among other things, but it was embarrassingly weak. 

All the other arguments trying to say that we should discriminate in certain cases against 

homosexuals also failed. It became apparent that if one follows the reasoning of man and the 

ideals of our country (that freedom involves life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness), then there 

really is no consistent reason to discriminate against homosexuals. 

Not everyone in the class was ready to accept the conclusion: we should in no way 

discriminate against homosexuals. Students began to raise various objections. Most did not seem 

to see the weakness of every manmade objection to homosexual marriage. Some tried to argue 

that it is wrong because no children could result from such a marriage. Some argued that it was 

just plain disgusting and ridiculous. Others brought up an old classic objection “homosexuality is 

unnatural” but the class had already found that argument to be flawed. Some argued that it has 

always been considered wrong so it must be wrong. Most of those who did raise objections did 

so confessing that they were Christians, but to my surprise, not one said “homosexual marriages 

are wrong because God condemns homosexuality in the Bible and ordained marriage to be 

between a man and a woman.” 

My statement on the authority of the Bible in every area of my life including the issue of 

homosexuality brought a rather fiery assault from a number of students. The essence of the 



objections had to do with their claim that homosexuality is something genetic and defines the 

individual. One enraged student declared “God creates all people, so why would he create 

someone to be essentially sinful?” Without the truths of total depravity and salvation by grace 

alone in Christ, I would not have had much for an answer. The end of class was at hand. I made a 

brief reply and one student did make a final comment in which he agreed with me. After class a 

couple other students also came to me and said that they were on my side. At the next class 

period, nobody had anything more to say. God’s word alone is a firm foundation and it has the 

power to silence the wicked. 

Given our sinful nature, we are inclined to spare our own pride and turn to foolish 

reasoning when we are questioned about our beliefs. We must work against this inclination daily 

as children, young adults, and adults in the church. Turning to God’s Word needs to become a 

pattern in our lives. We need to start early in life and keep working at it. The Devil continues to 

assault the Church with questions and we need strong men and women of God in the church to 

defend the truth on the basis of God’s Word. Any other way is doomed to failure. 
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