
Covenant Marriages (3) 

“Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord” 
Aaron J Cleveland 

 

 

We may, therefore, define the earthly marriage relation as the union between one man 

and one woman for life, a union that is based on a communion of nature, on a communion of life, 

and a communion of love, which is a reflection of the covenant relation between God and His 

people and of the relation between Christ and His church; a union, moreover, that has its chief 

purpose in bringing forth the seed of the covenant. 

The above quote comes from Herman Hoeksema’s The Triple Knowledge (vol. 3, pg. 

353). It is the last part of that quote which we are interested in. Three times in the chapter 

entitled “The Covenant of Marriage” does Hoeksema write that the chief purpose of the union of 

marriage is the bringing forth of “the multitude which no man can number” (pg. 354). So 

important is this truth that Rev. Hoeksema ends the chapter with the words, “Well may it 

therefore be emphasized that the end of marriage is the bringing forth of the future generations of 

the covenant of God, the bride of the Lamb” (pg. 355). 

We have seen in two previous articles that God forbids His holy people to marry those 

who are not of like faith and that, positively, the young people of the church are the companions 

of those that fear God and marry those who are one with them in faith. We now move on in this 

article and see how God is pleased to save His children from among the children of covenant 

parents. It is Reformed to confess that God saves His people in the line of continued generations 

and that God is pleased to give to believing parents believing children. While it is not the case 

that all children of believers are elect children of God, it is the case that God saves His people 

from among children of covenant parents. 

This truth is important to understand, especially as it relates to marriage. The young 

people of the church must be fully aware of this truth before they date and marry. Because God 

is pleased to use the marriages of His people to bring forth the seed of the covenant, it is 

important that these marriage are covenant marriages. Not only are parents called to bring forth 

children, according to God’s will, but they must also instruct them in true doctrine. Not often 

mentioned in this regard by those who are dating or newly married are the questions that are 

asked to parents who bring their infants to be baptized. 

The second question that is asked is, “Whether you acknowledge the doctrine which is 

contained in the Old and New Testament, and in the articles of the Christian faith, and which is 

taught here in this Christian Church, to be the true and perfect (complete) doctrine of salvation?” 

This is the same question that one answers “Yes” to when he makes a vow before the church at 

his public confession of faith. Every young person who has made public confession of faith and 

anticipates marriage, must with a clear conscience be able to answer “Yes” to this question with 

his future spouse before he gets married. This must be the case because both husband and wife 

must be agreed in the doctrine of the church before they can instruct their children in that 

doctrine. How can one in good conscience enter into a marriage with one who he knows is not 

one in doctrine with him? Before he gets married he knows that he, at the time of baptism, will 

not be able to answer “Yes” to the third question, “Whether you promise and intend to see these 

children, when come to the years of discretion, instructed and brought up in the aforesaid 

doctrine, or help or cause them to be instructed therein, to the utmost of your power?” These are 



serious questions that those dating with a view to marriage should be able to answer. God saves 

his children from among the children of believing parents and God uses the means of the 

instruction of the parents to bring His children to faith. 

A young person of the church who knowingly marries another not of like faith tempts 

God concerning the salvation of his children. There are many examples from Scripture which 

show plainly the consequences of mixed marriages. David, the man after God’s own heart, not 

only fell into the sin of multiplying to himself wives, but also the sin of marrying “strange” 

wives. His son Absalom, later his bitter enemy, was the fruit of his marriage to “Maacah the 

daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur” (II Sam. 3:3). There were many bitter consequences to 

David’s many marriages and as a result of marrying women who were not one with him in the 

faith. Read II Samuel 13. 

Another example of Scripture is to be found in Nehemiah 13:23-25. We read from these 

verses that many of the Jews had “married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab.” The 

children born to the parents in these mixed marriages “could not speak in the Jews’ language, but 

according to the language of each people.” It was not the case that these children knew and 

conversed in the language of the church, but rather they learned and talked the language of the 

world. The response of Nehemiah to this sin was swift and severe (read vs. 25). Along with the 

discipline which Nehemiah administered, he made mention of the sins of Solomon in this regard. 

Wise Solomon, as we read in I Kings 11:4-8, “went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 

and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites” (vs. 5). This did not happen when 

Solomon was an impressionable young man, but we read, “when Solomon was old, that his 

wives turned away his heart after other gods” (vs. 4). Do not be tempted to think that there are no 

consequences to marrying one who is not of like faith. Even wise Solomon “did evil in the sight 

of the Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father” (vs. 6). 

But just as God’s Word warns us regarding improper marriages and their consequences, 

so does that Word show us the great blessings of living in accordance with God’s will regarding 

marriage. Those who marry “in the Lord” God showers with many covenant blessings. Psalm 

128 tells us of the blessedness of fearing the Lord and walking in His ways. The Psalm begins 

with the word “blessed,” and that blessedness comes to those who “fear the Lord” and “walk in 

His ways.” That blessing does not come in the way of always looking for another path alongside 

of the “way” of God. 

Further into this Psalm we read that the man who fears the Lord has been given a godly 

wife. “Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house.” And to this man and his 

wife have been given many children. “Thy children like olive plants round about thy table.” In 

this covenant home we find a wife who is fruitful not only in the sense of having many children, 

but she fills her day with the fruits of good works. And the center of her activity is in the home, 

for we read that she is a “fruitful vine by the sides of thine house.” Here she fills her days with 

the care and instruction of her children. She lovingly attends to the desires of her husband. As we 

read in Proverbs 31:27, and 28 “She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not 

the bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he 

praiseth her.” 

If there is a danger which threatens the covenant homes of many families in the church 

today, it is the danger that covenant mothers do not occupy their place in the home as God’s 

Word sets forth. Psalm 128 speaks of the blessings of God which come to parents and their 

children when they are faithful in the callings which God has given them to perform. When the 

husband and wife are faithful in their God-given callings they will see God’s blessing rest not 



only upon their families, but also upon the church. This is evident from verse 5 where we read 

that “thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life.” And not only that, but God 

will continue to bless them in their generations, for we read, “Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s 

children, and peace upon Israel.” Not only do these verses refer to great spiritual blessings in this 

life, but also in the life to come. The husband and wife who “fear the Lord” and “walk in His 

ways” will enjoy eternity with their children and grandchildren. 

The young men of the church must be careful to marry the young women of the church 

who desire to live according to God’s will for them. A Reformed young man ought to have great 

cause for concern when the young woman he dates likes to talk much about the job she desires 

and the four-year degree she would first like to obtain. He ought to be concerned because these 

are not the desires of the godly women we find in Scripture. The young women of the church are 

those who desire to “marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary 

to speak reproachfully” (I Tim. 5:14). 

That godly young women continue to come to maturity in the church depends very much 

on the godly aged women of the church. How often do the words of Titus 2:3-5 come to mind? 

One of the primary responsibilities of the older mothers and the mature women of the churches is 

to be “teachers of good things.” And what is to be taught? We read in verses 4 and 5 of Titus 2: 

“That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 

children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 

word of God be not blasphemed.” What is not found in this text is that the aged women are to go 

out in search of a career after their kids are in school, neither are they to spend their time in the 

fulfillment of their own dreams and desires. No, they are to teach. Teach their daughters and 

daughters-in-law (as well as all the young women of the church) by word (God’s Word) and 

example. 

This is the way of God’s covenant blessings resting upon marriages, families, and the 

church. Blessed is that young man, that young woman, that family, and that church which fears 

the Lord. “The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the 

days of thy life.” 

Blest the man that fears Jehovah,  

Walking ever in His ways;  

By thy toil thou shalt be prospered  

And be happy all thy days.  

Thou shalt see God’s kingdom prosper  

All thy days, till life shall cease, 

Thou shalt see thy children’s children;  

On thy people, Lord, be peace. 

Psalter 360, verses 1 & 5 
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