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In the last issue, Rev. Gritters pointed out in his convention speech that our witness well 

may include at least four topics: Creation, Death, Life, and What God Has Done For Me. In this 

next part of his speech, he explains the real advantages of this fourth subject of witness. Then, he 

points out practical advice for maturing in our ability to witness. 

 

Advantages of this fourth approach 

 

Right here you can discuss Calvinism. You want to talk about the five points of 

Calvinism? Don’t bring up TULIP all by itself. Talk about what God’s done for you, a depraved 

sinner. Election? Talk about what God’s done for you: you didn’t deserve to be chosen. You 

want to talk about grace, how powerful grace is? Talk about how God has changed you, how He 

rescued you from the slimy pit and set your feet upon a rock. You want to talk about the 

perseverance of the saints? Talk about how you are absolutely convinced that once God got hold 

of you, He has promised He’s never going to let you go. “What has God done for me?” gives you 

opportunity to talk about Calvinism, the sovereignty of God, the irresistibility of grace, the 

unconditionality of salvation from beginning to end! 

The advantage of witnessing from that perspective is that we have opportunity to show 

meekness, humility. I think when we talk about creation we say, “I’m ready. I’m ready with all 

my big guns, and I’m going to blast these guys out of the water as fast as we can.” That’s not 

very meek. Life? “My life is full!” Death? “I’m not afraid of dying!” That doesn’t sound humble. 

We must be meek when we talk about these things, but here is opportunity to have the meekness 

come out that needs to be in us. It must come out, guys, girls, or you’re not going to get an inch 

in your witnessing to a person God puts in your path. 

I want to tell you a little story about a neighbor that I grew up with, a Roman Catholic 

boy. I think we moved into the neighborhood when I was about eight years old, and the first 

thing he said to me after we became friends was, on a Saturday morning, “We’re going to the 

movies! Can you come along?” Well, of course, I didn’t want to say no right away; I wanted to 

blame it on Dad and Mom. So I went home and asked, and Dad and Mom said, “Well no, of 

course not.” Opportunity!… “Barry!” he said, “I’m joining the Boy Scouts! Can you join with 

me?” Hmm. Dad and Mom said, “They take oaths. We don’t make oaths when you don’t need to 

make oaths.” And in my weakness I just told him, “Dad and Mom said no.” Opportunities! From 

the time I was eight until the time we were in college, we were friends. Then I moved to 

Michigan. He became a Christian, converted to somewhat of the Reformed faith. In his work he 

flew out to Grand Rapids and visited me when I was in seminary. We talked a little while about 

the faith. He called himself a four-point Calvinist; he didn’t believe in limited atonement. This is 

what he said to me. I’ll never forget it. “Barry, all the time we were growing up, all the time we 

played together, in all the time we were friends together, I always believed that you thought you 

were going to heaven and I wasn’t.” And I cried. What meekness or personal interest in his soul 

had I shown? Opportunity! 



All of our life long there are opportunities to speak about what God has done for me, and 

we’ve got to do it “with meekness and fear”! That’s the text! That’s the passage that Redlands 

chose as a theme. Meekness! “I’m no better than you, Mark! I’m just like you, Mark, and the 

only reason I’m a Christian is that God has come to me and made me that! Both you and I, Mark, 

need to repent and trust in Christ. And then both you and I, Mark, will be Christians, and you and 

I will go to heaven together.” Talk about what God’s done for you, who you are, what He’s done 

in Christ, what you’re doing to show yourself to be thankful to Him. 

Third, the advantage of talking about what God has done for you is that there’s proof of 

the existence of God. When you talk about witnessing you always talk about, “Well, how can I 

prove to this unbeliever that God is there and that God made these worlds? How can I prove that 

Jesus Christ is alive?” Everyone always wants proofs. Proofs, proofs, proofs. And then usually, if 

you read the books about witnessing, you read books that have the proofs called the ontological 

proofs and the teleological proofs and all kinds of other philosophical proofs of the existence of 

God. Throw them all away, and let this be a proof of the existence of God: “God has done 

something for me, and I’m alive, and I love Him because He loves me, and I’m going to show in 

everything that I do that God is God. He lives in me. And there’s One that was dead and is alive 

again, and I trust in Him, and I belong to Him, and I’m going to live with Him in the end.” And 

all of the proofs of the existence of God go by the wayside, and the people in the world see in us 

that we believe and we trust and we love Him. 

What are the four? One: Creation—Hebrews 11:3. Two: Death—I Corinthians 15. Three: 

Life—Psalm 73. Four: What has God done for me? And there opens up the whole of the 

doctrines of Calvinism: depravity, election, atonement, grace, and perseverance. 

(“Next time: Practical helps, and conclusions”) 
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