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Convention Discussion Outlines 

 

A creed is a statement of faith that is officially adopted by a church or group of churches. 

It is an official declaration of what a church or group of churches believes to be the truth of the 

Word of God. When a group of churches adopts a creed, they are saying that this creed faithfully 

summarizes what the Scriptures teach. 

We begin with a few brief questions that are not really discussion questions, but which 

should be answered before we continue. 

 

1. What are our three main Reformed creeds? 

2. Why were these creeds written? 

3. Is our Church Order a creed? 

4. Are the forms we use in the worship service, such as the Baptism Form, creeds? 

 

Why It Is Proper to Have Creeds 

 

Creeds are looked down upon by many today. Apostatizing churches of many 

denominations are striving to unite against those who are preaching the Truth. To make this 

antichristian union possible, some of these churches have greatly abbreviated their creeds, trying 

to come up with a very bland confession to which almost anyone who calls himself a Christian 

could ascribe. In these churches little or no emphasis is placed on the creeds of the church, so 

that the majority of the people in these churches do not even know what the official position of 

their church is. This, however, does not bother most people, since doctrine today is seen as being 

of very little or no importance. 

There are also many who have adopted the deceptive slogan, “We need no creed; we just 

need Christ.” Creeds, they say, are just the words of men; and all we need is Christ. 

 

With these errors in mind, we consider the following questions: 

 

1. Are our creeds the words of men? 

2. Are our creeds infallible? 

3. Why do we have creeds, seeing as the Bible contains all that we need to know? 

4. Do our creeds cause unnecessary division in the church of Christ? 

5. Do our creeds need to be updated, to fit with today’s world? 

 

Why It Is Important to Have Creeds 

 

The following are some of the chief ways in which we benefit from having creeds. They are 

stated in the form of questions for discussion. 

 

1. How do our creeds help us to understand God’s Word? 

2. Why are our creeds a good means for instructing the youth in the church? 



3. Why is it good to have a creed that clearly distinguishes our churches from those of other 

denominations? 

4. How do our creeds help us to form sister-church relations with like-minded churches in 

other countries? 

5. How do our creeds help us to preserve our understanding of the truth? 

6. How do our creeds serve as a foundation for all future development of our understanding 

of the truth? 

 

Preaching the Heidelberg Catechism 

 

We preach the Heidelberg Catechism in our churches, which means we preach a creed 

which our fathers adopted and to which we still hold today. Many condemn us for preaching a 

creed. They say this is preaching the word of man instead of the Word of God. But Reformed 

believers have rightly insisted that preaching the Heidelberg Catechism is preaching the Word of 

God. Our fathers have also pointed out that preaching a creed such as the Heidelberg Catechism 

is a very beneficial practice. For centuries it has been a great blessing to God’s people in 

Reformed churches. 

It is important that we understand how to defend this practice, and why this practice is a 

great blessing to us. 

 

1. Do we preach a Scripture passage and then bring in the Catechism from time to time, or 

do we preach the Heidelberg Catechism itself? 

2. Why is preaching the Heidelberg Catechism preaching the Word of God? 

3. Why is the practice of preaching through the Heidelberg Catechism a good one? 

4. What are some other reasons why people speak against this practice? 

 

Concluding Questions 

 

1. What would be wrong with joining together with all those who at least confess the 

Apostles’ Creed? 

2. There are other denominations in our own country that claim to hold to the same 

Reformed creeds that we do. Should we join with them? 

3. How can we as young people make good use of our creeds? 
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