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The theme that Redlands gave me to speak on tonight is “Witnessing and Testifying For 

the Truth.” The theme text is: “Be ready always to give an answer.” My theme fits in the text in 

this way: Last night Rev. Koole spoke about being ready to give an answer—knowing the truth. 

Tonight I’m going to be speaking on our witnessing and testifying of the truth, that is, actually 

giving an answer. Tomorrow night Rev. Bruinsma will speak about the hope in us that gives rise 

to the question people will ask: “Why are you living that way? What kind of hope do you have in 

your hearts?” 

I want to start out by saying that Protestant Reformed people (although I’m generalizing) 

aren’t very good at witnessing and testifying the truth. We know the truth. Our catechism classes, 

parents and schools do a good job of making us know the truth. We’re good at defending the 

truth against error. We know what the lie is. We know how to put up the sword to defend the 

truth against those errors. We’re even pretty good, I think, by the grace of God, in our ability not 

to give in to the lie when it comes in the form of the truth. But we’re not very good at witnessing 

and testifying of the truth. We’re good at defense but not at offense. 

I’m not sure why. Why is it that we know the truth, we’re able to defend against the lie, 

but we don’t know how very well to wield the sword of the Spirit positively, speaking the truth 

in love in a testimony of the grace of God that He’s shown to us? I think one of the reasons—and 

you may add others—at that is that we really haven’t been trained. That’s not your fault; that’s 

my fault, as a minister. That’s my fault as a parent. We haven’t really been trained to do that. I’d 

like to begin the training of us in a little way tonight, to witness and testify to the truth. 

There’s another reason we aren’t very good at it. (There is not very much that I can do 

about that tonight, except God blesses the speech that I give.) We aren’t very excited, 

enthusiastic about, zealous of the truth that we know in our hearts. We don’t pray enough. May 

God take this truth that we have here and drive it down deep, so that I want to say to the neighbor 

what God has given to me. 

I would like to present four things we ought to speak about and be ready to speak about. I 

want to help you remember them so you are able to testify to a neighbor—believer or 

unbeliever—from the Scripture. 

 

1. Creation 
Everyone ought to speak about creation, origins, and beginnings. Where in the wide 

world did this world come from? There are hundreds of opportunities to speak about creation. 

Not very many of you drove here to California, but if you did, you may have come past the 

Grand Canyon. You may have taken a little side track through Yellowstone. And you may have 

heard the ranger say, “This rock was formed how many billions of years ago.” Ah! There’s an 

opportunity. Or it may be that you don’t go to a Christian high school that teaches the truth of 

creation according to the Word of God. There’s opportunity. There are hundreds of opportunities 

to speak about creation. We ought to begin with the beginning. That’s easy, too. What’s the first 

book of the Bible? Genesis. What does “genesis” mean? Beginnings. And on the beginnings of 

creation are built all the other truths of the Word of God. 



That’s where we ought to begin, not only because that’s the first book of the Bible, but 

that’s where the apostle Paul taught us to begin. When the apostle was on his missionary 

journeys in Acts 17, he went to Athens where the philosophers were debating philosophy. There, 

he sought an opportunity to witness to the truth. Where did he begin? “I perceive that in all 

things you are too superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 

with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom you therefore worship ignorantly, him 

I declare to you” (vs. 22). Then, what’s the first thing Paul says about this God? “God that made 

the world and all things therein…” (vs. 24). Creation was the very first thing the apostle Paul 

spoke about on this missionary journey. 

What are the texts you ought to use with creation? What texts should you memorized 

with regard to that truth so that immediately it comes to mind? Hebrews 11:3: “By faith we 

understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that the things which are seen 

were not made of things which do appear.” That’s all you need—a subject and a text—and you 

go from there. That’s a text that you use not only with the unbeliever, but with the believer. 

Hebrews 11:3. Testify about creation. 

Right here I want to repeat what Rev. Koole said last night. You don’t need to worry 

about whether you convince them that God made these worlds. You don’t need to be nervous 

about whether they’re going to say, “I believe you.” All you need to do is present the truth. “By 

faith I understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of my God in heaven.” 

Do you want some help? Subscribe to a magazine called Creation Ex Nihilo. Nice 

magazine. Color pictures like National Geographic. Ask your pastor to show you how to 

subscribe to it. More help? Prof. Engelsma preached six sermons in South Holland on Origins. 

Some of you this summer on Tuesday nights came to Hudsonville Church and listened to those 

sermons with me. You ought to order those six sermons and listen to them so that you’re able to 

defend from the Word of God the truth of God about creation. 

But why creation? Why begin with origins? Because you want those to whom you speak 

to know about Him. You want everyone you talk to, no matter what you talk about, to learn 

about God. And when you tell them about creation, they’re going to learn two things about Him. 

They’re going to learn the two attributes of God’s goodness and God’s sovereignty. When you 

talk about creation, you will first say, “We have an amazingly good God. Look what He made! 

Look what He’s done! Look what He did in the heavens! Look what He did in creating me! We 

have an awesome, a beautiful, a good God.” That’s important because the objection of the 

unbeliever is often this: “You have a God who is not good. He allows sin, death, suffering, 

murders, rapes, all kinds of evil things.” What kind of God do we have? We start with this: we 

have a good God. Creation gives you the opening to testify of that attribute of God. 

And: tell of the attribute of God’s absolute sovereignty. How does that come out of the 

truth of creation? He made it; and if He made it, He owns it; and if He owns it, He has the right 

to do with it what He wants to do with creation. Our God is a sovereign God. Acts 17 teaches 

that, too. Right after the apostle Paul said, “The Lord made the heavens and the earth and 

everything that’s in them,” he said: “seeing He’s Lord of heaven and earth…” Right away, that 

opens up the truth that what He says, is. What He commands is right. We press the claims of the 

ownership of God. God made you, and you, and you. And if He made you, then He says, “Hear 

Me, love Me, obey Me.” He’s sovereign. That’s what you say when you talk about creation. He’s 

a good God, and He’s a sovereign God. He’s no timid deity, waiting in line with all the other 

gods to see how many of you He can get to follow Him. He’s the God! He made the worlds! He 

says to all of you, “Worship Me.” 



 

2. Death 
Number two: You have a beautiful opportunity, though not as often, to talk about death. 

Talk about beginnings. Talk about endings. You’re going to die someday. What do I want to say 

about death? “I’m not afraid to die.” Can you say that, right now? “I am not afraid to die.” That’s 

what you need to witness, that’s what you need to testify. And I’m not afraid to die because 

there’s a heaven where God’s people go when they die; and in that heaven is a Christ Who lives 

and Who was dead, and so possesses me that when this body goes down to the grave, when these 

eyes close and I breathe my last breath, I’m going to awake in heaven with Him, because I 

belong to Him. 

Text? What’s a text? Death, resurrection, living in heaven. Let’s use the one in I 

Corinthians 15. Everyone remembers that has to do with the resurrection of the body. Then you 

just need to look through that passage, and find there that this mortal—this flesh—can’t inherit 

heaven. This mortal needs to put on immortality, and this corruption needs to put on 

incorruption. And when it has, I’m going to be in heaven with God, sharing all of the glories 

with all of the saints from the beginnings of creation. I believe that. Number one—creation; 

number two—death. 

You don’t have very many opportunities to talk about death at your age, but you’ll find 

them. You will. When I was in seminary working in the trailer park we lived in, I had 

opportunity to befriend a number of the older folks there, who were always looking for someone 

to help them out. One couple always asked me to come over. The woman was a believer and the 

man was an unbeliever and wasn’t afraid to say it. His wife took sick and died. My wife and I 

visited him. He asked some questions—not really good questions, foolish questions. We didn’t 

tell him they were foolish questions. The one I remember him asking was: “So she’s in heaven. 

Can she see me? Will she know what I’m doing? Will she be able to tell where I go, the things 

that I say?” How would you answer that? Death: opportunity, great opportunity! They ask you 

about your hope. “Can they see us?” I don’t really remember how I answered. What I would say 

now is, “I’m not worried about what she sees. I’m concerned about Another, Who is my Judge 

and Whom I will face in the end when I die and give answer to about what I’ve done.” What our 

loved ones see is not the important question. What God sees is the important question. 

I know that some of you from Redlands had opportunity just a week or two ago to speak about 

death. Your aunt lost a son and daughter-in-law and children who were killed when a semi with 

an unsecured load, going around a corner, lost the pipes, fell on the van, and killed them all. 

Questions! Opportunities! Be ready to speak about death. What’s the text? Where are you going 

to look? I Corinthians 15. 

What do we speak about first? First: creation. What’s the text? Hebrews 11:3. Second? 

Death. The text? I Corinthians 15. 

 

3. Life 
In the third place, life. Probably you’ll have more opportunity to talk about this. Talk 

about beginnings; talk about endings (creation and death), and then talk about everything in 

between. Life. And what in the world is life all about? Opportunities! I tell you, there are 

opportunities galore. You watch the football game with your neighbor, and the ad comes on the 

television showing a young man with a girl in this arm and a 6-pack in this arm; and he says, 

“This is life!” Opportunity! Are you ready? Are you ready? Or the ad has a nice shiny car, a guy 

leaning against that car, or cruising down the curvy mountain road in the car: “This is life!” 



Opportunity! What’s life? What’s life to you? To me? What makes life significant? What gives 

life meaning? What fulfills me? What’s the only solution to the testimony of the wise man in 

Ecclesiastes, who says, “Emptiness of emptiness! It’s all emptiness!”—except for what? Give me 

a text. What fulfills you? What’s the heart of your life? Go to Psalm 73. Toward the end of the 

Psalm (vs. 25), the psalmist says, “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth 

that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth; but God is the strength of my heart, and 

my portion forever.” God is my portion now. 

What’s life? What’s comfort? What’s joy? What gives meaning to my existence here at 

the convention? Lord’s Day One. That I’m not my own, but I belong to Him. He owns me. When 

I see Him, have Him, I say, “This is life. This is life. God is my God.” 

First? Creation. The text? Hebrews 11. Second? Death. The text? I Corinthians 15. Third? 

Life. The text? Psalm 73. “The Lord is the portion of my life.” 

 

4. What God Has Done For Me 
But those are all really minor compared to this, what you ought to be ready to speak 

about: what God has done for me. Be ready to testify of that. I hear some say, “That’s for the 

Baptists. Sounds like you want me to get up here and give a testimony of what God’s done for 

me. That’s Arminian. That’s fundamentalist. That’s Pentecostal.” Really? Does any Protestant 

Reformed young person say that? “Testifying of what God has done for me is Arminian?” I want 

to read you a Psalter verse that we sing and know well. “Come, hear, all ye that fear the Lord, 

while I with grateful heart record what God has done for me.” “Come,” we sing Sunday after 

Sunday. “Listen, all ye that fear the Lord, while I with a thankful heart record what God has done 

for me. I cried to Him in deep distress, and He heard me, He helped me, He lifted me up and set 

my feet upon a rock. I want you to know what God has done for me.” That’s not Baptistic. That’s 

not Arminian. That’s the Reformed, biblical faith of the Word of God. What has God done for 

you? 

What will you say? Texts. Texts. I don’t want you to memorize a text right now, because 

all of you know exactly what you need to say with regard to what God has done for you. Three 

things. First: who are you? What are you in yourself? A self-righteous, unfulfilled, unhappy 

young person. That’s what you are in yourself: a sinful, depraved, corrupt young person. Begin 

right there. Second: what has God done for me in Christ? What hasn’t He done for me in Christ! 

Amazing things. He gave His Son to die for me! Third: what am I doing to show that I’m 

thankful for what God has done for me? 

Where do you find those three things? What I am by nature, what God has done for me in 

Christ, and what I’m doing to show my thanks to Him. Where does it come from? It’s the three 

divisions of the Heidelberg Catechism; the three parts of the Baptism Form, and the three 

sections of Romans. What I am, what God has done, and how I show that I’m thankful to God. 

(Next time: The real advantages of this fourth approach.) 
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