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Three college students sat in chairs in front of the class, two men and one woman. In this 

particular class, we had been learning about diversity in society and how this diversity affects the 

classrooms in which we hoped to teach. We had discussed the problems associated with having 

students from different cultural backgrounds and different social status. The professor had 

invited Indian elders, black students, and Hmong students to tell us about the struggles of their 

people. Unlike the other guests that had been invited, these three students looked like any other 

student on campus. They were all clean-cut and more respectable than many of the students seen 

on campus. They had been invited by the professor to speak with the class about their struggles 

as they grew up in school so that we as teachers could learn to be more sensitive to their needs. 

The three students were introduced and given the opportunity to tell their “coming out” 

story. The first student began saying that his was not the typical horror story. He explained how 

he went through school as a pretty normal kid. In high school he dated a few girls but was never 

very interested in them. He found himself to be attracted more to other boys and struggled with 

these feelings. In college, he began to date another man and decided to call home and break the 

news. His mother answered the phone and he told her he was dating someone. Before he got to 

the critical information, his mother guessed that he was dating another man. She was supportive. 

She wanted him to bring his friend home to meet the family and discuss this issue. The only real 

disappointment for the parents was the fact that the son they felt would make such a wonderful 

father would never be a father. 

After his story, the woman told hers. She had dated boys in high school but she felt used 

by them. They showed her no respect. In college she met a fellow classmate—a woman—that 

respected her and she fell in love with her. They began to date and she was finally happy in a 

relationship. When she told her parents, they were horrified. They were angry, they cried, and 

they tried to change her mind. She went back to college and when she came back home for the 

next vacation, her mother insisted that she date men instead. She refused and continues to find 

only limited support from other members of her family. 

The last man happened to be the president of a homosexual group on campus. He said 

that he dated girls in high school as well as other boys in secret. His immediate family knew his 

secret and for the most part accepted it. In college he described some light-hearted experiences 

and little misunderstandings that he needed to work out with the friends he met. Sometimes he 

dated women and sometimes he dated men and was generally happy with both. 

This man wanted to get across to our class that they did not need us to agree with their 

lifestyle, but rather they only wanted to be tolerated and considered “ok.” He told a little story to 

make his point. While giving some sort of speech before a group of football players, he leaked 

his secret. The coach who had asked him to speak whisked him to his dorm for fear that he 

would be beaten up by some huge intolerant football players. But instead of beating him up, they 

came to his dorm room and congratulated him for being open and brave. 

After the “coming out” stories, the class was given the opportunity for questions and 

discussion. I was somewhat surprised that not one of them had mentioned religious conflict. 

Perhaps they did not have any or were reluctant to tell about it in a public university. I wanted to 

know what they had to say so I asked them if they had faced any religious conflicts. 



The first man seemed to have given some thought to God’s condemnation of his lifestyle. 

He told a little story about his mother confronting him with the question, “so, what about this 

hell thing.” His answer was brief and to the point. He said it would be hell for him to be forced to 

date women and do what was contrary to his deepest feelings. He said he would rather go to hell 

after he died than to suffer hell while he was alive. 

The woman said her parents had pointed out all the passages in the Bible that condemned 

her lifestyle. She said she simply did not want to talk about it. She was happy with her life. She 

felt she was being herself. She did not like dating men and she did not want to deal with people 

or questions that condemned what she was doing. 

The other man explained that his family went to church but did not see any real conflicts 

between their Christianity and his lifestyle. In fact, his mother suggested that he talk to his pastor 

and ask if he could tell his story from the pulpit and preach a little sermon on tolerance and 

diversity. He also talked about his partner’s family. His partner’s mother made it quite clear that 

she thought her son and her son’s partner were going to hell. Even so, this man was quite puzzled 

that she treated him so nice when she believed he was going to hell. 

Finally the three were asked to make some closing remarks. They all agreed that the thing 

they wanted most was to be tolerated by all. They emphasized that their sexual orientation was 

not something they chose but was a part of who they were. All they asked was that we respect 

them as people and say “you’re OK.” 

We will be pressured more and more to say it, but the believer may never say to the 

homosexual, “you’re OK.” The three students sitting before the classroom are living in wicked 

rebellion against God. All three faced the word of God. All three said “this is the way I feel and I 

am not interested in what God says.” 

Man by nature is totally depraved. His entire life is turned away from God to walk in the 

opposite direction. The life of the ungodly manifests this corruption in every sort of way, 

sometimes it is subtle and apparently good and sometimes it is blatant and obviously wicked 

even in the eyes of the wicked. Often the heart of man is filled with tensions and conflicts of 

desires, hopes, fears, and consequences. He strives to fulfill the lusts of the flesh and display his 

contempt of God, but is afraid of consequences and what people will think. 

This restraining fear is the work of God, but it is not a work of grace. God governs all 

things in the service of His gathering the church. That work of gathering his people is alone a 

work of grace. There are times when the almighty power of God, as He held back the waters of 

the Red Sea for the crossing of his people, holds back the wicked in their wickedness as He 

gathers His church. There are other times when God lets the waters go and He is pleased to save 

His people in the way of the ark. When He lets the wicked go, they turn their very manhood and 

womanhood into its opposite. They go as far as they can go within the limits of a humanistic 

moral code. 

The truths God reveals about the homosexual in Romans 1:24-32 were very clear in the 

three people on the panel that day in class. One characteristic that God reveals is this: “Who 

changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the 

Creator, who is blessed forever” (Romans 1:25). These three people did know what God says but 

they changed it into a lie. They declared that what they felt was the truth for them and therefore 

if God says that they are wrong, then God lies. When they began to feel the wicked lusts, they 

did not confess their sins before God and repent. We also, being sinful and inclined to every sort 

of sin, must confess our sins and repent at every appearance of those sins. 



If you do not confess and repent, there is only one alternative: you will begin to pull and 

yearn after those sins. The ungodly world is full of such and God in His wisdom is pleased in 

various ways and times to let them go. We read in verse 28 “And even as they did not like to 

retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which 

are not convenient;” The word translated “gave them over” is not often used with God as the 

subject. Often this word is translated “betray” as in the case of Judas betraying Christ. The only 

other time to my knowledge where God reveals that He “gives over” someone to wickedness is 

found in Acts 7:42 where we read “Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of 

heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me 

slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness?” 

Finally God says of such wicked people: they are “filled with all unrighteousness, 

fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 

malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil 

things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural 

affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit 

such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them” 

(Rom. 1:29-32). Outwardly, the three students on the panel appeared to be very decent people. 

Yet it was very apparent that many of these characteristics did apply to them. Especially striking 

to me was the man who boldly stated that he would rather live eternally in hell than to live a 

hellish life on this earth. Even though it was not apparent that such things as “full of murder,” 

“backbiters,” or “unmerciful” characterized these people, we know that we find such sins even 

within our own hearts. 

Fellow saints, let us flee from sin. 

[24] Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their 

own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: [25] Who 

changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 

than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. [26] For this cause God gave 

them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into 

that which is against nature: [27] And likewise also the men, leaving the natural 

use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working 

that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their 

error which was meet. [28] And even as they did not like to retain God in their 

knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are 

not convenient; [29] Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 

wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 

malignity; whisperers, [30] Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 

inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, [31] Without understanding, 

covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: [32] Who 

knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 

death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

Acts 7:42: “Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven; as it is 

written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and 

sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness?” 

This is the world in which we live today. It is becoming more and more like Sodom and 

Gomorrah. Not only is homosexuality tolerated by most, it is encouraged. It is no longer 

considered sin or something wrong, but rather just a different way to live. We will grow up in a 



world where our neighbors, fellow classmates, doctors, mechanics, layers, farmers, or even the 

president may be homosexual. We will bump into them more and more. 

It is OK to. 

The question Satan likes to put into the minds of those who resist the pressing attitude of 

tolerance and indifference is “is it really that bad?” 

The instructor for our class then made some closing remarks. She said this issue was 

important for teachers to deal with because they will be teaching children in the public schools 

who are homosexuals. She also asked what we would do if two mothers or two fathers came to 

parent and teacher conferences. Then she raised a question I thought was very much to the point. 

She said, “If you as teachers feel that it is wrong to be homosexual and feel obligated to warn 

such that continuing in that sin will lead to hell, can you teach in a public school?” 

Homosexuality is quickly becoming an accepted lifestyle. 

Homosexuality is sin like every other sin, but it is also a sign of being given over to sin. It 

is a sign that the end is near. 

  

Originally Published in: 

Vol 59 No 4 April 2000 


