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For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 

special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. 

 

The above quoted verse is the word of God to His people Israel found in Deuteronomy 

7:6. In the preceding verses of that chapter, Israel is instructed as to how they are to deal with the 

heathen nations they will encounter in the land that has been promised to them. And that word is, 

“Thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them” 

(vs.2). Further, they are commanded to make no marriages with them (vs. 3). The sons and 

daughters of Israel were not to marry the sons and daughters of the heathen because God says, 

“they will turn away thy son from following Me, that they may serve other gods” (vs. 4). So 

sharp was this separation between God’s holy people and the heathen to be that the people of 

Israel were to “destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut down their groves, and 

burn their graven images with fire” (vs. 5). And the reason for this; “For thou art an holy people 

unto the Lord thy God.” 

Another passage, I Peter 2:9, speaks with language very similar to the Old Testament 

passage. It reads, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 

people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light.” The Word of God to His covenant people is always, “Be ye holy; for I am 

holy” (I Peter 1:16, Lev. 11:44). God who calls us is holy. We are holy because we have been 

sanctified by the Spirit to be members of Christ and therefore we “more and more die unto sin, 

and lead holy and unblamable lives” (Catechism, Q & A 70). We do not pursue a life of holiness 

in hopes of someday becoming holy by our own doing, but by the power of Christ through His 

Spirit we desire to live a life of holiness, consecrated to the service of God. Because holiness is 

that attribute of God in which He is Self-centered, so we, by the power of the Spirit of Christ, 

become more and more God-centered. 

Throughout Scriptures, the holiness of God’s covenant people is emphasized. They are 

indeed a separate people. This spiritual separation is very obvious from the words they speak and 

the manner in which they conduct themselves. One particular area in which the people of God 

live spiritually separate is the area of marriage. We do good to remind ourselves regarding the 

principles found in God’s Word regarding our holiness and our marriages. Especially as young 

people who anticipate marriage in the future, these truths regarding our holiness are very 

important to remember before we get married. 

Many times throughout the Old Testament the children of Israel had to be reminded of 

their calling to remain separate. Quite often this calling to separation included the command not 

to marry those who were the people of the land. The passage quoted at the beginning of the 

article was one of those instances. This passage along with Exodus 34:11-17 emphasizes that 

God is a jealous God. He will not allow His people to worship other gods and He will not allow 

His sons to be led away by the daughters of strange gods. The commands in Exodus 34 and 

Deuteronomy 7 are related to the first and second commandments of the law, that we are to have 

no other gods before us. Quite often throughout the history of the church, the devil has used the 



means of mixed marriages to lead many away from the church and to the worship of strange 

gods. It is also a means by which he brings false doctrine into the church. 

Ezra 9:1-2 records for us the sin of the people of God who had returned from the 

captivity and had married the sons and daughters of the people of the land. It is said of them that 

they had “not separated themselves from the people of the lands, doing according to their 

abominations. For they have taken of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons: so that 

the holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of those lands.” A number of things are 

worthy of our consideration from this accusation of the princes to Ezra. 

First, it is said that the people of Israel (including the priests and the Levites) had not 

separated themselves from the “people of the lands.” This was really the beginning of the 

problem. It was not the case that one day, all of a sudden, they decided it would be a good idea to 

marry those outside of Israel. Rather, it was the case that this sin had its beginning in the 

breakdown of the spiritual separation from the people of the land. 

Secondly, once this separation deteriorated, the people of God began to make marriages 

with the sons and daughters of these heathen nations. So bad was the situation that many, from 

the rulers to the common people, married those who were not fellow covenant members. Rather, 

they actively searched for marriage partners outside of the sphere of God’s covenant people. 

Thirdly, it is pointed out that the “holy seed have mingled themselves with the people of 

those lands.” Those who had been set apart, consecrated to the service of God had mixed 

themselves with and even joined themselves in marriage to the unholy, thereby profaning the 

holiness of the Lord by corrupting His worship and by going after strange gods. Further, the 

children born from these marriages were strangers to the true worship of God (read Nehemiah 

13:23-31). 

During the days of Nehemiah, because the sins of mixing with the wicked and 

intermarriage were so prevalent, it became necessary for the faithful to swear an oath of 

separation unto the law of God. This is recorded for us in Nehemiah 10:28-30. We read that the 

faithful “separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the law of God, their wives, 

their sons, and their daughters, every one having knowledge, and having understanding” (vs. 28). 

That oath was not merely to acknowledge the law of God, but to “walk in God’s law and to 

observe and do all the commandments of the Lord our Lord” (vs. 29). At the top of the list of the 

things they vowed to do was “not give our daughters unto the people of the land, nor take their 

daughters for our sons” (vs. 30). As covenant families they vowed to live in holiness. And as a 

nation of God’s covenant people they confessed that the only way to remain faithful in the 

service of God was through the way of spiritual separation from the world and consecration to 

God. They also confessed the truth that God saves His people from among the seed of believers. 

To allow their sons to marry the daughters of the land would mean that their sons would be led 

away to strange gods along with their grandchildren. This was a serious oath. Sadly, it was 

evidently broken by many as we know from a reading of the last verses of the book of 

Nehemiah. 

One final Old Testament passage, Genesis 6:1-4, also brings to our attention the terrible 

consequences of mixed marriages. This passage records history about 120 years prior to the 

flood. It is said that as men began to multiply upon the face of the earth, “that the sons of God 

saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose” 

(vs. 2). In other words, the covenant seed, the children of Seth, began to marry those who were 

the seed of the serpent, the descendants of Cain. The result was that the church almost 



disappeared off the face of the earth. In order that His church might be preserved, which at that 

time consisted of only eight souls, God destroyed the ungodly in the Flood. 

Having seen from the Old Testament how God’s covenant people are holy and are not to 

join themselves in marriage to the “people of the land,” next time we will, D.V., establish 

positively who the young people of the church are to befriend and to marry. Having also seen 

briefly the evil consequences of mixed marriages, we will show the blessed results of covenant 

marriages in the Lord. 
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