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All winter long the icy winds whistled through the naked branches. The branches stood 

out, exposed and dark against the crisp clear sky. The squirrels scurried about and hurried back 

to their warm nests. The birds clung to the branches for a moment and then looked for some 

place more sheltered. The branches remained day and night out in the cold icy wind. They appear 

brittle and lifeless. 

Then the soft mild spring breeze wafted through those same branches. Almost overnight, 

it seemed, a greenish haze collected among the branches. Each day the soft green increased and 

the harsh barren branches began to fade. Soon those naked branches will become a dense green 

canopy to shade us from the hot summer sun. 

Let’s take a closer look at those bleak winter branches. At the tip and at regular intervals 

along the branch you will find buds where last year’s leaves dropped off. The bud looks rather 

hard and crusty, but beneath the bud scales you will find some softer parts. Deep inside if you 

look very carefully, you will generally see two or three tiny green parts. 

These little green parts are the embryonic (baby) leaves. Some of the buds also contain 

blossoms. The buds protect the tender and sensitive cells that divide to make the plant grow. As 

soon as it gets warm enough and sap begins to flow, the cells rapidly divide, the bud swells, and 

the leaves develop and quickly grow reaching out for the sunlight. As soon as the leaves are 

extended out into the sun, they begin to make food for the tree so that it can grow and produce 

fruit. 

Perhaps you wonder how the buds and leaves grow if the leaves are the parts that are 

needed to make food for the plant? We really have the same question when we ask, “how does a 

baby grow inside of its mother if he doesn’t eat food with his mouth?” We know that the baby 

gets food through the umbilical cord which carries blood from his mother. The blood contains all 

the food that the baby’s body needs to grow. Buds do not get food from the leaves, but rather 

they get food from the sap that the leaves made the year before. The sap is stored in the sapwood 

of the tree. The sap is like sugary water. If you drill a hole in a maple tree in the spring, sap will 

run out. This sap can be collected in pails and boiled so that the water evaporates and the sugar 

remains. As it boils, it becomes sweeter and sweeter until it becomes syrup and then hard like 

sugar. 

Once the buds grow into leaves, they can begin making more sugar for the tree. The tree 

uses the sugar to produce fruit and grow taller and bigger around. It also stores up the sugar for 

next year’s buds. 

When we look at buds through the spectacles of Scripture, we see that God is the one 

who causes the buds to grow. This does not mean that the scientist is wrong when he explains 

how the sap makes the buds grow. Science can only see so far. When we look through the 

microscope of God’s Word, we find answers to the questions that the scientist cannot answer. 

The scientist can never use science to explain where the life comes from that enables the bud to 

grow. The ungodly scientist says that the genetic material that gives growth instructions to the 

plant developed over millions of years of evolution. God tells us plainly that he created living 

things, and he upholds the life within every creature. 

The Hebrew word that God uses in the Old Testament that we translate “bud” means in 

the Hebrew language “to break forth.” A bud is that part of the plant from which the leaves and 



fruit break forth and grow. Most of the time when God uses the word “bud” in the Bible, he 

refers to the budding of plants. The butler in his dream saw a vine that budded (Genesis 40:10). 

Job points to God as the one who sends the water that makes the plants bud (38:27) and shows 

the wonder of a tree that buds again from the stump after it is cut down (14:9). In the Song of 

Solomon we read of the pomegranates that bud and bring delicious fruit (6:11; 7:12). These 

passages often make it clearer that God is the one who causes the plants to bud. 

Can a dead dry stick bud and grow leaves? Not by itself. But by the same power God 

used to create the world, God made the rod of Aaron to bud and grow leaves. It not only grew 

leaves, but it also blossomed and produced almonds (Numbers 7:8). God creates living things, he 

upholds their life, and he has the power to restore life to something that dies. God revealed that 

he was pleased to make a dead stick alive and bear fruit in Aaron alone. In like manner, God 

reveals his sovereign power to make dead souls alive in Christ alone (Hebrews 7). 

In Psalm 132:17 God says “I make the horn of David to bud.” What does it mean that 

God makes the horn of David to bud? We have a similar idea in these passages as well: “In that 

day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth” Ezekiel 29:21, and “He shall cause 

them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world 

with fruit” Isaiah 27:6. Here God uses figurative language. The horn of David and Israel are not 

twigs with buds, but the nation did appear to be a dead stick with only a few tiny buds. That tiny 

bit of life was spiritual life that would burst forth, grow vigorously, and bear spiritual fruits. 

God compares the budding of plants to spiritual growth in the following passages: 

speaking of Israel God says, “I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field” Ezekiel 

16:7a. The nation of Israel did multiply and burst forth while in Egypt. But spiritual Israel is not 

limited to one particular nation or people. “For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the 

garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord God will cause 

righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations” Isaiah 61:11. Look up at the 

innumerable tiny leaves that have burst forth from the barren twigs and you can see a picture of 

the church. Look up at the tiny leaves and you can see a picture of the abundance of praise that 

bursts forth from the mouths of the saints. 

God also reveals to us the means whereby he makes the tiny spiritual principles of life 

within the people of God to burst forth and flourish. We read in Isaiah 55:10-11 “For as the rain 

cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 

maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall 

my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 

accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” Spiritual 

growth comes by the Word of God alone. May the gentle spring rain bring our minds to the 

house of God where we hear the faithful preaching of God’s Word. 

As with every comparison that God uses to teach us the wonders of our salvation, we 

need to be careful that we do not push the comparison too far. It would be incorrect to say that all 

men are like the winter twigs. They look dead but they really have a little life in them. If that 

were the case, then all men would flourish with the preaching of God’s Word. They don’t. We 

need to look at Aaron’s rod for an accurate description of the condition of men by nature. All 

men are truly dry dead sticks worthy of the flames of hell. Christ is the only living tree. By 

nature we are like brittle, dead, rotting twigs. By nature we only grow more rotten. But God has 

chosen his people from all eternity to be those dead sticks in which he creates a new living bud 

(the doctrine of regeneration). He then takes us and grafts us into Christ from whom we drink in 

the living water that makes us grow and bear fruit (the doctrine of sanctification). 



When you have a chance, take a walk and look up at the branches of the trees. Consider 

the millions of tiny buds and developing leaves. Consider the church which has grown up 

through the centuries into a magnificent tree. Do you see yourself as one of those tiny buds? Let 

us pray that God will so work in our hearts that we flourish, soak up the preaching of God’s 

Word, and bear fruit to God’s glory. 
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