
The Song of Zion 
Skip Hunter 

 

 

A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign Covenant God 

 

March 1 Read Psalm 119:145-152 

 

Psalm 119:151-152 What a blessed truth we read in the verse 151! To know God is near is 

utmost comfort for the child of God. No matter what may come upon us we have the blessed 

assurance that our God is near us at all times. If we lie on a bed of affliction, we may be 

confident that our God is near us to help us. If we suffer the loss of a beloved family member or 

friend we may be sure that God will be near to fill the vacancy in our lives. If we have 

difficulties because of the sinful world in which we live, we need not fear the world because 

Christ has overcome the world. As we look to the return of our Lord Jesus Christ with all the 

anxieties that this may bring for us, we know that God is near. What a blessed truth! Let us love 

that truth and let us live out of that truth. God is near. Sing Psalter 339:4. 

 

March 2 Read Psalm 119:153-160 

 

Psalm 119:153-154 The psalmist here asks God to deliver him from his afflictions. From the 

second verse we understand that these afflictions are because of the world. Obviously he must 

have been tormented by wicked men. It probably was for one reason. He loved God. People of 

God, do you love God? Are you afflicted because you confess your faith before men? Are you 

afflicted because the world knows that you belong to your faithful Savior? The psalmist dared to 

ask God for deliverance because he kept the law of God. He could base his request on the 

promise of God to love those that keep His commandments. This is not works righteousness, of 

course. This is following the demands of the covenant that God has established with and for us. 

The psalmist also knew that in the Word which he read God promised to save him from all 

manner of evil. People of God, do you know these things? If you do, rest assured that your God 

will deliver you when you pray to him. Sing Psalter 340:1. 

 

March 3 Read Luke Lamentations 3:21-32 

 

Psalm 119:155-156 Our reading for today is a favorite with many of God’s people. In times of 

distress, we love to hear and say the words, “Great is Thy faithfulness.” This is the thought of 

today’s verses as well. Even in the darkest of times, the saints are able to confess that Jehovah’s 

mercies are great. They knew that these mercies are boundless. We can rest assured that in His 

mercy He will hear us and quicken us. Sometimes we must have patience to see how those 

mercies will be revealed to us. We must wait upon God. But we can know that those mercies will 

be made known to us and will save us from all manner of distress. Let us confess these words 

with our mouths and know that Jehovah’s mercies are great and tender toward His people. Sing 

Psalter 340:2. 

 

March 4 Read Galatians 2:1-6 

 



Psalm 119:157-158 Saints in both the old and new dispensations experienced persecutions from 

those who hated God and His Word and works. Sometimes the persecutors were within the 

church. Think of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Think of the Judaizers of Paul’s day. Moses, 

Aaron, and Paul suffered much from these people who said they knew God but in reality hated 

Him. The psalmist was grieved because some within the congregation did evil against God and 

His Word. What about us? Are we grieved at sin in the church? Do we do our best to show the 

sinner the error of his way by means of the method given to us by Christ in Matthew 18? God’s 

Word should be so precious to us that we protect it from all manner of harm. Don’t we do this 

with the word of our earthly fathers? We should be much more jealous about the Word of our 

heavenly Father. Persecution we must expect, but let us be zealous toward the Word of Jehovah. 

Sing Psalter 340:3. 

 

March 5 Read Psalm 119:153-160 

 

Psalm 119:159-160 People of God, do we confess that God’s Word is true from the beginning? If 

we do, than we will not be drawn in to such theories as evolution, free willism, or any other such 

things that are trumpeted in the world today. Because if we believe that God’s Word is true from 

the beginning, than we will confess the sovereignty of God over all things. In doing this we will 

not give credence to any theory that is not wholly given over to God’s glory and honor. The 

second part of verse 160 will provide us much comfort in this matter. To know that God’s 

judgments endure forever will never leave us in doubt in any situation. God is God and there is 

none else. Sing Psalter 340:4. 

 

March 6 Read Psalm 119:161-168 

 

Psalm 119:161-162 Do our hearts stand in awe of God’s Word? Can we blot out all that is 

happening around us and stand in awe at the Word of God? Can we put away our earthly 

thoughts and actions and concentrate on God’s Word? The psalmist could. Even though enemies 

were all around him, he could see the truth of God for what it really was and was filled with awe. 

Yesterday we heard God’s Word being proclaimed to us. What is our reaction today? Do we 

remember what we heard? Do we even know the texts? As we begin our work today, let us 

remember to keep God’s Word in mind. Let us be filled with awe in what He has done more than 

what we can accomplish. Let us “Stand in awe and sin not.” Sing Psalter 341:1. 

 

March 7 Read Psalm I John 2:1-12 

 

Psalm 119:163-164 Do we hate lying? Do we put it out of our lives by speaking only the truth? 

Children, are you determined not to lie today or tomorrow at school? Young people, are you 

conditioned to lie or to speak the truth? Parents, do you expect the truth from your children and 

show that to them by your speech? When we speak the truth, we praise God. When we lie, we 

praise Satan. What is your choice? Whom will you serve? Let us put away lying and love God 

and His law. Sing Psalter 341:2. 

 

March 8 Read Proverbs 3:1-10 

 



Psalm 119:165-166 Do we want peace in our lives? The answer we would all give is, “Of 

course.” We would like peace in our spiritual life, in our home life, in our life at work or school, 

or in or daily life as we interact with the world. Peace is a much sought after commodity by the 

world and the church. The world cannot find peace as evidence by their struggle to have it. The 

people of God, however, can. We, by obeying and doing the whole law of God, can find peace 

through Christ. The psalmist knew that the only way he could find peace was through Jehovah’s 

law. This must be our confession as well. While this may not be a difficult thing to say, it 

sometimes gets lost as we live in this world. Scripture does not lie. God does not lie. The way to 

peace and happiness is through obedience to God as given to us through Christ. Seek true peace, 

people of God. See it in the Word which is peace-Christ. Sing Psalter 341:3. 

 

March 9 Read Psalm 119:161-168 

 

Psalm 119:167-168 Do we confess that God sees all that we do? I mean, do we confess this by 

our actions? We might know that God knows all with our minds, but do we believe it in our 

hearts? As we go to work, school, or even stay at home; do we confess by our actions that we 

truly believe that God knows all that we do? Sometimes we fall into sin by thinking that God 

does not know. When we do this, we must immediately think of David’s actions concerning 

Bathsheba. We will quickly be forced to acknowledge that God knows all that we do. All our 

ways are before Him! These are sobering words. They should sober us in all that we do no matter 

what our age. Our God sees us. Does He like what He sees? Sing Psalter 341:4. 

 

March 10 Read Psalm 119:169-176 

 

Psalm 119:169-170 Prayer. What a precious activity that God has given to us. Through prayer 

we may pray unto God and know that it comes before the throne of grace. Through prayer we 

can bring our needs to God who knows our needs better than we do ourselves. Prayer is not 

something to just make custom or habit. Each prayer needs the proper consideration that it 

deserves. We need to remember that we are approaching the sovereign king when we pray. Even 

as we would be respectful before some earthly sovereign, we must be respectful before our 

heavenly King. Let us pray and let us pray often. Let us do this as God has commanded us in His 

Word. Sing Psalter 342:1. 

 

March 11 Read Romans 10:8-17 

 

Psalm 119:171-173 Young people, are you looking forward until the day that you make public 

confession of your faith if you have not done so already? Are you looking forward until the day 

until you can be more than an observer on Communion Sunday? To confess our faith before men 

is a privilege and a blessing. It is something that we must wish to do. It is a joy for parents to see 

their children take their places among the church. Parents, encourage your teenagers in this. They 

need this encouragement because this act may be difficult for them for some reason or another. 

When we confess our faith, we will confess that God’s laws are good, and that we wish to walk 

in them. Let us seek to walk in this activity and receive the blessing of God. Sing Psalter 342:2. 

 

March 12 Read Psalm 19:7-11 

 



Psalm 119:174-175 As we enter into God’s presence today, let us ponder on this. Is God’s law a 

delight for us? Do we really wish to have Christ speak to us today? Do we want to hear about our 

sins and the way of deliverance from those sins? Are we willing to live lives of gratitude for this 

deliverance? As we come to the end of this Psalm, we must be struck with the number of times 

God’s Word or some synonym for God’s Word is used. And we must see that the Psalmist loved 

that Word and delighted in it. What about us? Do we love the Word of God? Is it our delight for 

the whole week not just Sunday? Is it our delight all of Sunday and not just when we are in 

Church? If it is our delight, than we can be assured of the promise that God’s judgments will 

help us. Sing Psalter 342:3. 

 

March 13 Read Psalm 119:169-176 

 

Psalm 119:176 After his long journey through the wonder of God’s Word, the psalmist makes 

this confession. He is a sinner and has no means of escape other than through Christ. He knows 

that even by keeping the commandments he cannot save himself from his sin. He needs more 

than that. He needs God to seek for him like a shepherd after a lost sheep. Is this our experience? 

Is this our confession? Do we confess our worthlessness and inability to do anything good? Let 

us daily pray to be sought by the seeking shepherd . Let us not forget his Word of grace to us. 

Let us not forget His commandments. We need to pray and pray often for the grace to do this. 

Let us use this Psalm often to help us delight in God’s law and to meditate in it day and night. 

Sing Psalter 342:4. 

 

March 14 Read Psalm 120 

 

Psalm 120:1-4 The next several Psalms are called, according to their titles, songs of degrees. 

According to commentators they were used as worshipers went up Mt. Zion to worship in the 

temple. In this Psalm we see a worshiper crying unto God for deliverance from lying enemies. 

He does this because they afflict his soul and affect his worship of God. Are we this jealous 

about our worship of Jehovah? Do we try to rid ourselves of anyone or anything that may affect 

our worship? It is early in the week but not too early to think about the next Sabbath day. Let us 

daily pray to God to deliver us from whomever would obstruct our worship. Sing Psalter 343:1-

2. 

 

March 15 Read II Samuel 3:21-30 

 

Psalm 120:5-7 As David began to take over leadership of Israel, he was obstructed by his chief 

captain Joab. David saw in Israel the church, the body of Christ. He was tired of the civil war 

that he and Saul had participated in. He wished it over not only for his sake but especially for the 

sake of God’s people. While we have little evidence that David wrote this Psalm, it seems that he 

might have had this incident in mind if he did. We should have the same care for God’s church 

as David did. We need to do all that we can to protect the unity with which God has provided us. 

Our children must do this in our schools, our young people must do this in their dealings with 

each other, and we adults must do this in whatever activity God has placed us. Be for peace, 

people of God, especially as it concerns the church. Sing Psalter 343:3-4. 

 

March 16 Read Psalm 121 



 

Psalm 121:1-2 This song of degrees has been a comfort for God’s people throughout the ages. 

Where do you find your help? As the psalmist experienced, it was not from the mountains that 

surrounded Jerusalem. Even though these mountains provided excellent defense from Israel’s 

enemies, he knew that it was by God’s grace that they were not overrun. What about us? Do we 

have mountains that we rely on for defense? If we do, we must know that they will fail. Our help 

comes from Jehovah who made heaven and earth. You see how evil evolution is? Through its 

devilish theory the church loses its hope. Our help is from the covenant God who cares for us 

throughout any trial and tribulation. It is fitting that we begin our worship with these words, and 

it is good that we remember them daily. Sing Psalters 344:1, 345:1, and 347:1. 

 

March 17 Read I Kings 18:21-29 

 

Psalm 121:3-4 On Mount Carmel Elijah mocked the prophets and priest of Baal for trusting in a 

god who slept when they needed him most. Theirs was a religion of false hope. It is the same as 

many religions today. I am not just talking about those who worship idols such as Buddha. I am 

talking about all those whose god depends on the strength of man. If you do not put your trust in 

Jehovah God, then you must put your trust in man. Man must sleep and so must his creations. 

Our God never sleeps. Our God watches out for our every need day by day and hour by hour. 

What a blessed truth that we can teach even our littlest children! What a blessed truth that we 

adults can use to sustain us even in the darkest hours. Our God never sleeps. Let us praise our 

unslumbering God. Sing Psalters 344:2, 346:1, and 347:2. 

 

March 18 Read Isaiah 49:7-12 

 

Psalm 121:5-6 We are constantly under attack by Satan and his evil forces. These forces are 

present wherever we are. They are in our homes, schools, churches. They meet us as we go to 

work, school, or play. They have the ultimate in offensive weapons to bring us to destruction. 

But we need not fear. Our God who never sleeps is our keeper. He watches over us daily. He not 

only watches; He protects us from Satan’s deadliest blows even as a tree will protect us from the 

sun’s hottest rays. We need not fear Satan, for God is watching over us day and night. Let us not 

fear, but let us rejoice and bless Him who made the heaven and the earth. Sing Psalters 344:3, 

345:2, and 347:3. 

 

March 19 Read Psalm 121 

 

Psalm 121:7-8 These two verses continue the thoughts of the meditation of yesterday. It almost 

seems as yesterday’s verses concentrated upon physical attacks upon the child of God. Satan will 

do that. Though he can not do it without the will of God as demonstrated in the book of Job. 

Today’s verses seem to concentrate upon the spiritual. This should be of great concern and 

comfort for us. It should concern us because we sometimes forget about our spiritual lives. It is 

easy to think of the spiritual today seeing it is Sunday but what about tomorrow as we take up 

our lives in the world? Are we concerned about our spiritual lives and that of our children? It is 

comforting to know that Jehovah is watching over us every day and every hour of each day. Of 

this we can be certain. He will never fail us. Let us be thankful now and forever. Sing Psalters 

344:4, 346:2, and 347:2. 



 

March 20 Read Psalm 122 

 

Psalm 122:1 People of God of all ages, are the words of today’s verse found in your mouths? Do 

you say this, children? Young people, are you glad when it is Sunday? Adults, are you willing to 

spend the whole day in worship as we are commanded by the fourth commandment? David knew 

what it meant to not have the opportunity to frequent God’s house. There were times in his life 

when he was prevented from going before the ark. And so when he was given the opportunity he 

was glad. We, too, should be glad to go to church, for in it we can find the peace that we desire. 

There we are fed with the spiritual food needed for our spiritual lives. Let us be glad and look 

forward until the Sabbath. And while we are waiting let us search the Scriptures daily. Sing 

Psalters 348:1 and 349:1. 

 

March 21 Read Ephesians 2:13-22 

 

Psalm 122:2-3 The old dispensation was a time of types and shadows. One of those shadows was 

the city of Jerusalem. Jerusalem was and is a picture of the church of all ages. From the physical 

geography of the city we see how God has provided for His church. The people of God felt safe 

and comfortable while they were there with fellow Israelites. Do we feel safe and comfortable 

while we are with fellow believers? This should be our experience, and if it is not we should find 

out why not. God has established a body of believers for its benefits. Let us make use of those 

benefits daily. Let us seek out God’s people and fellowship with them. Sing Psalters 348:2 and 

350:1-2. 

 

March 22 Read Deuteronomy 16:13-22 

 

Psalm 122:4-5 The spiritual life of Israel was guided by many laws and ordinances. While we do 

not have the same kinds of ordinances today (they are not needed because Christ has fulfilled 

them), we still can follow the principals of such ordinances. We must come together in God’s 

house to thank Him for all His wonders and especially the wonder of salvation. We give thanks 

unto the name of God because it is a name that is above every name on this earth. In the church 

we find means of judgment of our spiritual affairs. Our church government has its basis in Christ 

and in God’s Word. There is much to be thankful for as we frequent the house of God. We have 

opportunities far beyond any other time in history. Are we making use of it? Are we doing it 

willingly? Are we glad to go to God’s house? Sing Psalters 348:3, 349:2, and 350:3. 

 

March 23 Read Isaiah 62:1-7 

 

Psalm 122:6 Do you pray for the peace of Christ’s church? Do you pray this prayer often? Do 

you desire that God will answer this prayer positively? Notice the second part of this verse. 

Praying for peace is equated with loving the church. So maybe we need to ask, “Do you love the 

church?” These are weighty matters. To love the church is to make sure that no harm comes her 

way. This means we love the members of that church and pray for them. When there is love 

between the members, there will be peace within the church. There is a promise with this 

command to pray for peace and love the church. That promise is prosperity. No, this is not the 

material prosperity after which the world craves. This is the spiritual prosperity which we should 



desire and which we need. Praying for the peace of Zion will be blessed by God as we grow 

under that peace. Sing Psalters 348:4 and 350:4. 

 

March 24 Read Daniel 9:16-20 

 

Psalm 122:7 Daniel saw that peace in God’s church would only be in the way of confession of 

sin and repentance from that sin. He prayed often for Israel’s repentance as he was in captivity. 

He knew this as the only way of deliverance from that captivity. Do we pray for confession and 

repentance in the church and among the members of our congregations? We need to do this 

personally and corporately. Remaining in the way of sin will never bring peace to the church nor 

spiritual prosperity to its members. Let us follow Daniel’s example, and pray for repentance from 

sin often. Sing Psalters 348:4 and 349:3. 

 

March 25 Read Psalm 122 

 

Psalm 122:8-9 We come to the end of this beautiful Psalm. We saw that attending church with 

the members of the congregation is a good thing. It will make us glad. We also saw that being 

within the members of that church will bring spiritual prosperity for God’s people. Now we see 

that we are not alone as we worship. We worship with those around about us. The communion of 

saints must and will be evident in God’s church. We do this because we love the church and our 

fellow members. We will seek their good. This may be in the way of encouragement. This may 

have to be in the way of admonishment. Doing these things is our calling for God who has 

blessed us by putting us within His people. Let us seek peace in our congregations and seek the 

good of the individual members. Sing Psalters 348:6, 349:4, and 350:5. 

 

March 26 Read Psalm 123 

 

Psalm 123:1-2 As we go to worship our God, we must have the proper attitude. We come to be 

fed by our maker and ruler. We are His servants. We are nothing without Him. This has great 

implications for our preparation for worship, our coming to worship, and the worshipping itself. 

What were we doing last night, people of God? How did we dress this morning? Did we enter 

God’s house and conduct ourselves with reverence throughout the whole service? Were we ready 

to sit at our master’s feet and hear what He had to say to us? Did we reverently bend the knee 

during prayer, singing, and the preaching? I do not mean a literal bending of the knee, but rather 

the figurative bending the knee in worship to our sovereign God. Let us wait for the sure mercies 

of our God as we worship today. Sing Psalter 351:1. 

 

March 27 Read Luke 1:67-79 

 

Psalm 123:3-4 The old priest Zacharias knew what scorn meant. He and his wife had borne the 

reproach of being childless. He was a godly man in an age filled with ungodliness. It seemed if 

there was no hope for Israel. But he had hope. He was waiting for the Messiah. And when his 

hope of a son was fulfilled, he knew that this was a sign of the Christ. Do we face scorn for 

living godly in a godless age? Do we long for the mercies of God even to the extent that those 

mercies will give to us our heavenly home either through death or the coming of Christ? God 



does not leave His people in scorn. He delivers them and sets them up on high. Let us like 

Zacharias wait with patience for the coming of our Christ. Sing Psalter 351:2. 

 

March 28 Read Psalm 124 

 

Psalm 124:1-3 Can we say with confidence that the Lord is on our side? Do we experience this 

daily as we walk through the afflictions of this life? Do we confess it before men? Think of Israel 

at the Red Sea. If the Lord had not been on their side, they would have been like Pharoah’s host. 

Think of David fleeing from Saul. He knew what is was to confess that God was on His side. 

God is on our side. Of that we may be confident. Let us live lives that show that we believe it. 

Let us pray for God to manifest Himself for us in the face of danger. God is on our side. What a 

blessed truth! Sing Psalters 352:1 and 353:1. 

 

March 29 Read Psalm Exodus 14:26-31 

 

Psalm 124:4-6 We considered Israel at the Red Sea yesterday. Think of their situation. 

Sometimes we might wonder how they could be so faithless. They had just been delivered from 

the heathen oppressors in a majestic way through the ten plagues. What was their reaction to 

Pharoah’s armies coming upon them? They thought that it looked hopeless. Are we any 

different? When health problems seem to overwhelm us, what is our reaction? When financial 

concerns mount up, do we throw up our hands in despair? When the wicked seem to have it all 

and we have nothing, what do we say? We must say, “Blessed be God who does not give us over 

unto our sins.” We must do this daily and in each and every prayer. Do not despair, people of 

God, He is on our side! Sing Psalters 352:2 and 353:2. 

 

March 30 Read II Timothy 2:19-26 

 

Psalm 124:7 Satan is constantly trying to trap us. This has been the experience of every elect 

person from Adam to Abraham to Joseph to David to Job to Paul and many in between. Rest 

assured, young people, he is trying to trap you too. As you sit in your car, that radio can be a big 

trap. As you seek entertainment, that can trap you as well. Parents, you must stay out of the traps 

too. You must also help your children and young people escape Satan’s clutches. Fear not, 

people of God. God is on our side. He will deliver us from Satan’s hand. Our souls will be 

delivered unto the throne of grace with God’s church of all ages. Sing Psalter 352:3. 

 

March 31 Read Philippians 2:5-11 

 

Psalm 124:8 What comforting words to end this Psalm! When we know that things may not look 

good in our eyes, we just have to remember that Our help is in God the creator of all things. 

These are also the closing words of a series of Psalms beginning with Psalm 121. It would be 

good for us to read through this series of four Psalms to get the whole message from God. It is a 

message of grace, of course. The fact that God is our help is only for the elect. It is a message of 

peace for them as well. Let us call upon His name daily both in our public and private prayers. 

He, who made us, is our help! Sing Psalter 352:4 and 353:3. 
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