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Make a Joyful noise unto the Lord! Psalm 100 begins this way and this is the Psalter 

versification which we consider this month. Although Psalm 100 is quite short with only 5 

verses, there are many truths to be found in this passage. The theme is praise to God, but 

included is the truth of God’s sovereign election and of His everlasting mercy. 

All people on the earth are called to praise God. John Calvin in his commentary on this 

Psalm speaks of this as a prophecy referring to when the church is gathered from all nations. This 

implies that only those that are God’s children can truly praise Him. In the first stanza of this 

Psalter versification it also speaks of serving God with mirth and telling His praise. This is 

something that can be done only by a heart that loves God. Those who do not love God will not 

spend their time or energy praising Him. We, as God’s chosen people, come before Him and 

rejoice. 

The Lord is God. We know this of a surety, the second stanza tells us. God did make us. 

That means each and every one of us. We often think that we came from our earthly parents but 

God gave us to our earthly parents as a gift. God did not need our help in the creation of Adam 

and Eve; therefore, He certainly does not need our help today either. It is very humbling to admit 

that we had no part in our birth and that each and every breath we take comes from God. God did 

not need us but, oh, how we need Him. 

God gathers us as His sheep into His flock. God chose His elect before time as we read in 

Ephesians 1:4 “According as he hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world that 

we should be holy and without blame before him in love.” God then sent His only begotten Son 

to earn our salvation for us. Christ was doing the work of His Father in fulfilling God’s decree. 

Jesus spoke frequently of the elect as His sheep and He as their shepherd. John 10 speaks of this 

in verses 14-18 and again in verses 25-30. John 10 also speaks of the fact that Jesus and the 

Father are one and that Jesus is doing the work of the Father. We know that no man can pluck us 

from the protection and care of our God. It is beautiful to see how the idea of the sheep and their 

shepherd carries over from the Old Testament to the New Testament. We know that we shall 

always be cared for by our faithful shepherd. 

The third stanza of Psalter 268 calls us to enter the gates with joy and proclaim praise in 

the courts of God. This would be a call to enter the sanctuary of God. We are to go to God’s 

house with praise and happiness in our hearts. When we think about the many wondrous things 

that God has done for us, especially His electing us, then how can we help but be joyful when we 

enter His house. God’s praises should flow freely from our lips and fill us with joy. The joy that 

we find comes from the Psalms. The Psalms of God which we sing are filled with the comfort 

and encouragement that we need. God has truly provided the most adequate song book in the 

Psalms. Through the use of the Psalms we bless and magnify His name. 

We are reminded in the closing stanza of this Psalter number that God is good to us. We 

have reflected on this briefly already, but I fear that we often forget how good God is to us. We 

seem to think that for some reason we deserve these good things from God. We soon forget that 

we are nothing without God and His love for us. It is good that God is merciful to us and full of 

compassion. This last stanza speaks of the mercy of God as forever sure or everlasting as the 

Psalm says. This is also a comfort to us because it means that God’s mercy will not run out. 

God’s truth has stood for many ages. God was faithful to His covenant people through all 



generations. We know that God will continue to be faithful to us as we often attempt to depart 

from Him. 

We have much to be thankful for in this life. God continues to be good to us. God has 

chosen us as His sheep and will protect us till He takes us to heaven to be with Him. This truth 

will lead us to praise His most Holy Name. May we ever sing with thanksgiving and praise. 
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