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The topic I have chosen to discuss is “Christian Education Beyond Devotions and Bible 

Class.” I found this topic relevant to what I believe is my calling as a teacher in the Protestant 

Reformed Schools. 

To start out, let us consider this statement. “An education in schools with educated 

teachers is one of the greatest benefits that we as people of this country have.” If you look at this 

sentence, you would have to say that it is true. Compared to other places in the world, we 

certainly enjoy the privilege of sending our children to schools where they might learn and 

prepare themselves for going out into the “real world” of business or starting a family. That is 

how people who send their children to public schools look at education. They would certainly 

respond to the beginning statement in that way. 

Now, let’s change the statement to fit our situation. “A Protestant Reformed education in 

Protestant Reformed schools with educated God fearing teachers is one of the greatest benefits 

that we as Christians in this country have.” This statement is far more valuable to us than the first 

statement. It says that we not only have schools, but that we have schools whose main goal is to 

train up covenant children to spiritual maturity; to do what Isaiah 54:13 commands. “And all thy 

children shall be taught in the fear of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children.” And 

if we teach them the fear of the Lord, then they will receive knowledge, as Proverbs 1:7 tells us 

when it says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” 

II Timothy 3:14-17 speaks about Christian education by explaining the development of a 

child into a man of God, and the fact that this can only occur through scripture. Paul says, “But 

continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 

thou hast learned them; and that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able 

to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 

Christ-centered education is not only an essential part of training up our children for the 

knowledge and service of God, but it is required of us by God. Both scripture and the Reformed 

Confessions show this when they speak to us of the covenant. Deuteronomy 6:1-9 and Ephesians 

6:4 tell us that instruction of these children is one of the outstanding covenant responsibilities of 

the parents. The Christian school is the tool by which the parents are to carry out this calling of 

God. Psalm 78:5 and 6 says, “For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 

Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: 

that the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who 

should arise and declare them to their children.” In Article 21 of the Church Order “good 

Christian schools in which the parents have their children instructed according to the demands of 

the covenant” are required. 

The most fundamental factor for us in education is the presence of Scripture; without it, 

education cannot be Christian (Prof. David Engelsma). Scripture is what guides us in every area 

of Christian education. It tells us what we are to teach and how we are to teach it. Everything we 



teach must begin and end with God’s revelation to us through the Scriptures. Herman Hoeksema 

wrote the following in a Standard Bearer article: “Religion must not be something added to our 

life, but it must be the heart of our life. Religion must not be something added to our education, 

but it must be the heart of our education” (Standard Bearer, Vol. 3, p. 536). 

Using what was just said, let us look at Christian education more specifically, considering 

the individual subjects that are taught in our schools. With religion being “the heart of our 

education,” the most prominent subject that stands out is Bible. Daily devotions at different times 

during the school day are also very important. To some, Bible class and devotions may be the 

idea of Christian education. But the Bible and its teachings about God and His creation are to be 

worked into every subject. They are what unify all of the subjects. Take history, for example. 

History class is an ongoing look at many of the biblical doctrines set forth in scripture such as 

creation and the fall. History also is an awesome example of the providence of God throughout 

time. By using history we can see that the coming of the Kingdom of Christ will happen very 

soon. 

With regards to reading, writing, and grammar, the source of these subjects lies in 

communication. Communication implies fellowship through words and is truly a gift of God. 

God has given us the ability to communicate in an orderly way. It is through this communication 

that we can fulfill our ultimate goal on this earth, which is to glorify God. We are able to do this 

by speaking and by praising His name through singing. Being in a Christian environment rather 

than a non-Christian environment, helps develop Christian communication, and words that 

glorify God’s name rather than dishonor Him. 

Science is a subject which shows perfectly every one of God’s attributes. It teaches the 

orderliness of every atom, the power to make all of creation work together, and the classic 

example of His beauty shown in the rainbow, which was given to us as a token of His covenant. 

As we look at the physical and the spiritual side of a rainbow we see a wonderful picture. 

Physically, God sends a storm with dark clouds pouring rain. The sun shines down on the rain 

which is used as a prism to bend the light which is sent through the drop, emitting the colors of 

the rainbow. If we look at it spiritually, the cloud represents the whole human race, the sun is the 

saving power of Christ, and the bow is God’s elect, chosen out of the whole human race. This 

shows that it is not until Christ has shown His saving power and grace to the whole human race 

that we are changed from our wicked human nature to a new body. 

In every subject taught, in everything that the school does, in every decision made, God’s 

revelation to us must be seen. This is the tremendous responsibility and calling of each of our 

teachers of every subject. Their goal for our Protestant Reformed schools must be to educate 

covenant children in the knowledge of God so that they may be servants of God through His 

grace, appreciating God in every area of life. 

The knowledge that I have gained through Protestant Reformed education has helped me 

to grow in the knowledge of God and directed me in His ways. I would like to be able to share 

this knowledge with young children, to help them build a foundation on which they can grow in 

appreciation for all that God has revealed to us through His Word. 
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