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Have you ever thought that your faith would be much stronger and your life more holy if 

only you could have walked with Jesus Himself as the Apostles did—if you could have seen His 

miracles, heard His teaching from His own mouth, and followed Him around through Galilee and 

Judea? Peter tells us in II Peter 3:19 that we must not think that way when he calls Holy 

Scripture a “more sure word of prophecy.” We have something better and more sure than the 

Apostles had who were “eyewitnesses of his majesty.” Think of that! Can you imagine any 

stronger statement of the value and sufficiency of Holy Scripture? 

Let us look at what Peter says. 

In II Peter 1:16-18, Peter is talking about the transfiguration of Christ. Not long before 

His death Jesus was “transfigured” on a mountain in Galilee in the presence of Peter, James, and 

John. The story is told in Matthew 17:1-8, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36. There the three 

disciples (Peter was one of them) not only saw Jesus and Moses and Elijah, but they heard the 

voice of God Himself testifying of Jesus. What is more, they saw Jesus in His heavenly glory, as 

we will see Him when He comes again. That is why Peter speaks of seeing His “power and 

calling” in verse 16. What could be better than that? 

Peter (really the Holy Spirit) knew we would think that way. He knew we would ask, 

“But what about us? How can we know and be sure? We did not see Him. We were not 

eyewitnesses of His majesty.” Peter answers these questions before we even ask them, when He 

tells us that Holy Scripture is a more sure word of prophecy. It is more sure than an eyewitness 

account or than being an eyewitness! That is part of what we call the SUFFICIENCY of 

Scripture. It is all we need, and having it we have everything necessary for our faith and life. 

But do you know why Scripture is a more sure word? Peter explains that too by talking 

about the inspiration of Scripture. He says, “The prophecy came not in old time by the will of 

man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (verse 21). In other 

words, Scripture was not written because the authors of the various books wanted to write. They 

were not the ones, finally, who decided what to write and how to write it. In all their 

remembering, consulting of sources, planning, actual writing and editing, they were “carried” by 

the Holy Spirit. That is what the word translated “moved” really means. They were “carried!” 

The real author of Scripture is the Holy Spirit. 

The result is that Scripture is for us a light shining in a dark place. It is the only light we 

have in this world, which is the land of the shadow of death, a land which is darkened by smoke 

of the wrath of the Lord (Is. 9:2, 19). Scripture tells us that there will be no night in the new 

heavens and earth, but here now there is not day. From a spiritual point of view this world is all 

darkness. There is only night. And all around us the darkness deepens in these last days. In that 

darkness the light of Scripture shines, and until Christ, the Day Star, arises it is the only light we 

have. 

Take heed to it, therefore! “Ye do well that he take heed unto it,” Peter says. May that 

word of Peter be confirmed for us by the Word of God in the judgment, saying, “Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have paid heed to MY Word. 
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