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This time we continue our discussion of “fleeing sin” from the viewpoint of separating 

ourselves from those who live in impenitence. We must understand, first of all, whom we are 

talking about and what we mean by “separation.” One passage of Scripture in particular helps us 

out greatly in understanding from whom we are to separate and what is meant by separation. 

This passage is I Corinthians 5, especially verses 9-13. 

As it is written in verses 9-11 of this chapter it is obvious that the child of God knows 

that he is not to “company with” the “fornicators of this world.” Knowing that the world is full of 

impenitent sinners (fornicators, covetous, extortioners, idolaters), the Apostle Paul recognizes the 

fact that it is impossible to completely separate oneself from these people. One must work among 

the ungodly. One must do business with the ungodly. One must live among the ungodly. This 

cannot be avoided. The Apostle Paul does not espouse world flight (vs. 10). What Paul does say 

in these verses is that we are to refrain from close intimacy and familiarity with the wicked of 

this world; that is what is meant by the phrase “company with.” In other words, we are to 

separate ourselves spiritually as much as possible from the society of the wicked. We do not 

make friendships among them. We do not invite them into our fellowship and try to have as 

much in common as possible with them. We do not pattern our lives after their behavior. We do 

not seek spouses among them and date them. We do not join their clubs or groups or leagues so 

that we might enjoy recreation among them and play with them. It ought to be obvious to them 

that we are indeed spiritually separate (“a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people”) and we do not seek to become closer to them. 

Paul continues in verse 11 of this chapter with a sharper distinction. Not only are we to 

separate ourselves from the society of the ungodly of this world, but we are “not to keep 

company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator…with such an one no not to eat.” 

These are indeed hard words to hear, much less put into practice. The man in verse 11 who is 

called a “brother” is one who is a member (or former member) of the true church living in 

impenitence. His profession of faith is false. More than likely it is the case that this brother has 

been excommunicated for his impenitence. Our responsibility to this brother is best put in the 

words of John Calvin, “What Paul means is, that, in so far as it is in our power, we are to shun 

the society of those whom the Church has cut off from her communion.” Nowhere in the Word 

will we read that we ought to invite the impenitent into our fellowship, downplay his sin (if 

mentioning it at all), and make him feel as much as possible at ease as he travels the road to 

destruction. No doubt we may, and must, admonish the wayward brother in love, but never may 

we “receive him into terms of intimacy” (Calvin on I Cor. 5:11). 

Another important passage of the Bible which speaks of our calling in regards to 

separation is Ephesians 5:3-12. Once again the language of this passage is very clear as to our 

calling. In verses 3-5 Paul explains that the kingdom of Christ and of God is closed to those who 

live in the sins of fornication, uncleanness, covetousness, and idolatry. In verse 6, Paul reinforces 

what he has previously stated by adding the words, “Let no man deceive you with vain words.” 

Obviously there were those to whom Paul was writing that had been deceived into thinking that 

the kingdom of heaven is open to those who continue to live impenitently in sin. Paul, by the 

Spirit’s inspiration, says, “No, but the wrath of God comes upon the children of disobedience!” 

We ought to be careful that we are not deceived, even in part, into thinking that sin is a light 



thing and that countenancing the sin of others in our midst is no big deal. The Word of God is, 

“Be not ye therefore partakers with them” (vs. 7). 

Further, in verse 11 we read that we are to “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 

of darkness, but rather reprove them.” This verse is explained succinctly by John Calvin. He 

writes: “It is not enough that we do not, of our own accord, undertake anything wicked. We must 

beware of joining or assisting those who do wrong. In short, we must abstain from giving any 

consent, or advice, or approbation, or assistance; for in all these ways we have fellowship. And 

lest anyone should imagine that he has done his duty, merely by not conniving, he adds, but 

rather reprove them.” 

Yet another important passage in our understanding of separation from sin and impenitent 

sinners is II Corinthians 6:14-18. Those who apply this passage strictly to marriage do so 

contrary to the context of the passage. Although this Word does speak to marriage, we must not 

limit it to marriage. This passage speaks to us in all of our dealings in this life. And the Word is 

this, “Be ye not unequally yoked.” Once again, no simpler explanation of this passage can be 

found than that of Calvin. He comments, “When, therefore, he prohibits us from having 

partnership with unbelievers in drawing the same yoke, he means simply this, that we should 

have no fellowship with them in their pollutions.” 

We ought also to learn from this passage the impossibility of true fellowship with 

unbelievers. The believer can no more fellowship with an unbeliever than light can with 

darkness. The believer can no more live in friendship with an unbeliever than water can dwell in 

accord with fire. Those who argue that we ought to develop friendships with the ungodly of this 

world so that we might “let our lights shine to them” and “witness” to them are wrong. Holiness 

has no part with unholiness. 

This idea of holiness we must see in verse 16. We read in the second half of this verse, “I 

will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 

These inspired words of Paul are in reference to Ezekiel 37:27, 28. Those verses read, “My 

tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And the 

heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst 

of them for evermore.” Those among whom and in whom God dwells are sanctified. And those 

who are sanctified live lives of holiness and separation from the sin and sinners of this world. 

The desire of the child of God is not friendship and communion with those of this world and 

their “unfruitful works.” Rather, the desire of the child of God is friendship and fellowship with 

God and His people. We saw earlier that this was the desire of David in Psalm 26. And this is our 

desire also. In fact we sing this in Psalter #27, the second verse, “I love Thy saints, who fear Thy 

name and walk as in Thy sight; They are the excellent of earth, in them is my delight.” 

It is interesting to note from the passage in Ezekiel the phrase, “And the heathen shall 

know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel.” It ought to be evident from our behavior as individuals 

and as a denomination, even among the young people, that the Lord has sanctified us and dwells 

among us. The heathen will see this because we live “holy and unblamable lives” (Q & A 70 of 

the Catechism). They will see that we are set apart for the service of God. We are a “kingdom of 

priests, and an holy nation” (Exodus 19:6). May it never be said about us individually, as 

families, as young people, or as a denomination this, “The Lord is not among them. They are like 

us, no different. They think like us, speak like us, and behave like us.” Rather, let it be said, 

“Christ dwells in and among them. They are not like us. Their thoughts are not our thoughts and 

their words are not our words. They are holy, separate, consecrated to the service of a holy God.” 



Next time, D.V., we will conclude our look at “fleeing sin” from the point of view of 

belonging to the true church where sound, antithetical preaching is found and discipline is 

administered. 
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