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Today, the place of children in the home is losing significance. Children are seen as an 

obligation: an option in life that can be chosen or done away with. The Christian’s view of 

children in the family is radically different, however. Children are seen as a precious gift from 

God, and are considered as a blessing of God-fearing parents. God sees children as part of His 

church on earth, and therefore grants parents not only a great blessing, but also a great 

responsibility. The children of believers are a gift from God, and are a continuation of His church 

and part of His covenant. 

God gives faithful children to his elect as a manifestation of his covenant in the continued 

generations. Psalm 127:3, “Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is 

his reward.” In Old Testament times, children were a way in which one’s estate was carried on 

through the years. A man’s name lived on through his children. God, therefore, lets His name 

live in these covenant children on earth who have faith in him. Just as Isaac wished to bless his 

eldest son in Genesis 27, God gives His blessing to his children on earth. God made a promise to 

Abraham that he and his children would have an everlasting covenant with Him. Genesis 17:7, 

“And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 

generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.” 

Children are included in God’s perfect plan, and therefore they are set apart from the world as 

His children. Isaiah 61:9, “And their seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring 

among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, that they are the seed which the 

Lord hath blessed.” Children become the church’s witnesses in the world as the visible, spiritual 

additions to the church. 

Husbands and wives have a calling to have children since those children are the growth 

of the church and the elect seed. After the Flood, when all the unbelievers were cleansed from 

the earth, God called Noah to have children and populate the earth so it could be filled again with 

a God-fearing seed. Genesis 9:1, “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, be 

fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.” Later, God reemphasizes this point and continues 

in verse 7, “And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and 

multiply therein…and I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and your seed after you…” 

Again, as with Abraham, God stresses that the covenant is with them and their “seed after thee.” 

God first told Noah how he must have children, and then he makes the covenant with him. 

Children are not forgotten in the covenant, but are included in the promise as an integral part of 

the church. 

Not only are parents called to have children, but they are also called to be responsible for 

them. Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 

depart from it.” I Timothy 3:4,5, “…One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in 

subjection with all gravity; For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take 

care of the church of God?” God sees the ruling of the family as important as the ruling in His 

church. These children someday will be members and leaders in the church, and must be brought 

up responsibly. David knew the importance of raising up his children, and devoted several of his 

Psalms to his sons. Psalm 34:11, “Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear 

of the Lord.” Solomon also wrote to his own son in Proverbs 1:8, “My son, hear the instruction 

of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother.” Parents’ instruction not only serves as a 



guide for their children, but it also teaches them the wonders of God. In Joshua 4:6,7, the 

Israelites were called to make a marker of 12 stones so that the fathers could tell the children 

what had happened there. Parents serve as the living Word to be an example to their children. 

David, Solomon, and the Israelites realized the importance of this, and took every opportunity to 

pass on their knowledge to the elect seed. 

Not only parents, but children also have a duty in the home. Children have the 

responsibility to hear and heed their parent’s instruction. Ephesians 6:1, 4, “Children, obey your 

parents in the Lord: for this is right…” Psalm 44:1, “We have heard with our ears, O God, our 

fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old.” The future church 

has an obligation to learn about their God, and the foundation for this knowledge is received in 

the home. Children will rely on this knowledge to lead them throughout the course of their lives. 

In the proverbs of Solomon 4:1, 2, it reads, “Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and 

attend to know understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.” 

Children are part of the church and are precious in God’s sight. Luke 13:16, “…Suffer 

little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.” Christ 

did not turn these little ones away, and neither can the family underestimate their importance. 

Children are more than just part of the present situation, they are the future, and how they are 

dealt with now will affect the condition of the church for years to come. 

   

Originally Published in: 

Vol 59 No 2 February 2000 


