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Having considered the subject of marriage, we move on to consider dating with a view to 

marriage. When dating we must look for a person who clearly shows that he or she knows the 

truth and loves the truth. But how does one show that he not only knows the truth intellectually, 

but also loves that truth in his heart? A person shows this when he digs into the Scriptures and 

the Reformed confessions on his own. It is a big change in a person’s life, when he goes from 

studying only that which he has to study, to studying because he wants to know his God more. 

Moses said to God, “Show me Thy glory.” That was the one thing he wanted to see. One who 

loves the truth, opens the Word, and wants to see more the glory of his God. 

A second way that a lover of the truth manifests himself is by his hatred for the lie. Love 

for the truth and hatred for the lie always go together. One who refuses to break off friendships 

with those who believe the lie is manifesting a lack of love for the truth, for to be a friend of the 

world is to be an enemy of God (James 4:4). 

 
If you are a believing woman who desires to be married, you are to seek someone who is 

truly a godly man. A real man is one who stands up and fights his spiritual enemies, and does not 

run away from them. Our Baptism Form speaks this way, when it makes known that it is our 

calling “manfully to fight against sin.” Scripture speaks the same way, for we read that David 

gave the following command to his son Solomon: 

I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man; And keep 

the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his 

commandments (I Kings 2:2, 3). 

A young, believing woman who desires to be married should keep her eye out for a real 

man. A young male may be physically strong, stronger than all the others who are his age. But if 

he willingly gives in to temptation, and refuses to fight his spiritual enemies, then he is a 

weakling, a coward, and not a man. 

Secondly, a young woman should seek a man who respects what she says. A real, mature 

man, a man who loves a woman, will listen when she talks, and will be concerned about the 

things that concern her. Christ listens when His bride speaks, and longs to hear her speak. A man 

who loves a woman will show his love for her by attentively and respectfully listening to the 

things she has to say. 

If a young man in the church desires a wife, he must find a woman who shows she is 

willing to submit to God by submitting to him. It is true that while dating, a man must not insist 

that the woman he is dating obey him, as though she was already his wife. But she must 

demonstrate her willingness to do so. 

In addition, a woman must have the right view of the calling of a wife and mother within 

the home. She must look forward to staying at home raising God’s children, if it should be the 

Lord’s will to grant children. Both the young man and the young woman should be looking to 

see that the other one has the proper view of the covenant calling to raise a family in the fear of 

God’s name. 

 



Dating Someone Outside our Churches 

 
It is a bad sign when many of the young people of the church are dating those outside our 

churches. It is true that sometimes this results in a godly marriage, and sometimes the person 

from outside our churches becomes one of the stronger members of one of our congregations. 

But this still should be a rather uncommon occurrence. 

But when would it be proper to date someone from outside our churches? Before you 

date someone, you must know that this person is of like faith with you. There are many who first 

find someone that appeals to them physically, and then try to get this person to confess the truth 

of the Reformed faith. Many parents wrongly allow their children to date someone from outside 

our churches, before that person has clearly shown himself or herself to be of like faith with us. 

Some allow their children to date someone not of like faith, but insist that the two must be of like 

faith before they get married. But this is still allowing a close, intimate friendship to be built, 

before a proper foundation has been laid. 

But how can you know that you are truly of one faith with someone else? It is true that it 

takes time for a young person to understand all the differences between what we confess and 

what his or her church confesses. But it does not take long to see the fundamental differences. 

For example, it would not take long to find out whether or not someone believes in the truth of 

salvation by God’s grace alone. Almost all churches outside of ours teach that God desires the 

salvation of every individual. If this is true, then salvation must depend upon the will of man. 

Anyone who teaches that God wants to save everyone, is not united with us on the fundamentals 

of the faith. Anyone who teaches that God gives His grace also to the reprobate, and that this 

grace fails to accomplish God’s purpose, is not united with us on the basic truths of the 

Reformed faith. 

To build a godly relationship, a man and a woman must first be sure that they both firmly 

hold to the truth that God gives His grace only to His elect people, and that His grace never fails 

to accomplish His purpose. Only such a relationship is built on the foundation of Christ. Only 

such a relationship will be to the glory of God’s name. 

 

Fleeing Fornication 
 

A great enemy that threatens those who are dating is the sin of fornication. The one who 

falls into this sin will grieve about it for the rest of his life. The child of God who commits such a 

sin is forgiven by God and experiences this forgiveness in the way of confession and repentance. 

But for the rest of his life it will sadden him to know that he sinned against his God by doing this 

before he was married. 

But how does one fight against this sin? One fights this sin the same way he fights all sin. 

He flees from it, and thinks rather about the promise of God. He thinks on what Christ had to 

suffer to pay for his sins. He thinks on how Christ has washed him of his sins, and has granted 

him the grace to live free from this sin. While calling upon God to turn him from this evil, he 

seeks to avoid tempting situations, and anything that could draw him into this deadly snare. 

There are right ways and wrong ways to fight against this sin and other sins. It is wrong 

to trust in some physical object to help you fight against sin, by reminding you of what God says. 

To remind us of God’s Word we trust not in some physical object, but in the Holy Spirit, Who 

constantly brings God’s Word to our remembrance, to enable us to battle against our sins. 



To fight the sin of fornication it is also important to understand how the devil lures us 

into this sin. He does so step by step. He tempts us to do one thing, and then, once we have done 

it, he tempts us to go a step further. He can use arguments like this, “Well, you have already 

gone this far, so you might as well enjoy a bit more. And, after all, once you have started down 

the road of fornication, it is just as bad as if you had gone the whole way, so you might as well 

keep going.” Then, once you have done something you ought not, it is much easier for the devil 

to tempt you again. He says to you, “Come on, you have already done it once before. Why not 

again?” 

The child of God is called to flee fornication—to run from this sin as fast as he can. This 

may mean breaking off a relationship that is leading in the wrong direction. But in any case, the 

child of God must run from this great evil. And if he has fallen into it before, he must ensure that 

he does not fall into it again. 

 

Dating to Enjoy Covenant Friendship 
 

Dating should be a time of experiencing covenant friendship. When you find the person 

whom God would have you marry, you will find that you can talk and talk all the time. You 

never get tired. You long to commune. You long to have fellowship. And what is it that brings 

you closer together? It is especially talking about the Word, talking about spiritual things. Why? 

Why does talking about spiritual things bring you closer? Because marriage is really the picture 

of God’s covenant of friendship. And what is it that unites us with God, but Christ? And Christ is 

the Word. Have you not noticed that your closest friends are those with whom you talk about the 

things that really matter? When you talk about spiritual things, you grow closer and closer, 

because that Word is Christ, and Christ is what unites God’s people to one another. 

 
The world says that your youth is the best period of your life. They say that this is the one 

time in your life that you are really free, and you should strive to enjoy all the pleasures that you 

will not be able to enjoy once you are married and have children. 

This is not what the Scriptures teach. Physically we reach a peak when we are very 

young, and then we quickly decline. But spiritually we continue to grow. As a husband talks 

about the Word with his wife, he grows closer to her, so that when they have been married for 

ten years or so, they both confess that they are much closer than they were when they got 

married. It is true, there are many difficulties in marriage. When we get married, we get to see 

more clearly how sinful we are, because we have someone looking at us at very close range. We 

start to see a lot of the things about ourselves that we really did not want to see, and really did 

not want to admit. But in the way of confession of sin, a husband and wife grow closer to one 

another, and love one another more. 

In the way of confession and repentance, the husband grows to see that his wife is far 

more beautiful spiritually than he knew when they first met, and the woman comes to see that the 

man she dated and married is far more handsome than she thought. This is because God causes a 

husband and wife together more and more to radiate the glory of Christ. The husband sees this in 

his wife, and the wife sees this in her husband, and the two of them grow to love one another 

more as they see Christ more in one another. This is the way two people experience the love of 

God in their marriage. This is the way a husband and wife enjoy a small foretaste of the heavenly 

marriage of Christ and His church. 
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