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A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign, Covenant God 

 

December 1 Read John 15:16-19 

 

James 1:1 We begin this series of meditations on the general epistle of James, with the prayer 

that we may better understand what the Spirit is saying to the church of Jesus Christ, of which 

we are living members, and how we are to behave accordingly. The author is James, most likely 

the brother of Christ, who apparently did not believe in Christ until Jesus appeared to him after 

His resurrection. He refers to himself as a “servant of Jesus Christ” meaning “slave;” not a 

forced servitude, but a willing one. The recipients of this epistle are the twelve tribes of the 

dispersion, namely, the church. They are pilgrims and strangers, spiritually separated from the 

world and persecuted for righteousness sake. Does this description fit you? Or do you feel 

completely at home in this evil world? If so, self examination is in order, for Jesus states in John 

15:19, “I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” Walk then today as 

children of the light and ask God to keep you unspotted from the world. Sing Psalter 201:5, 6. 

 

December 2 Read II Corinthians 6:1-10 

 

James 1:2 The author immediately begins with an admonition that sounds almost impossible to 

understand. He says, “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers (or a variety of) temptations.” He 

makes it very emphatic by describing it as all joy. How do you and I react when events happen to 

us that we consider unpleasant or even very grievous to bear? Must we succumb to despair or 

bitterness? Not at all. Must we really rejoice? Difficult as it may seem, the answer is yes because 

God’s Word tells us so. We can’t escape temptations because they surround us. Some may allure 

us, such as worldly pleasures or riches, but most are the opposite such as financial problems, 

depression, illness, or even death. Even in these situations we must realize that this is under 

God’s sovereign control and He will use it to our advantage. Pray for grace to be always 

submissive to God’s will. Sing Psalter 34:1, 2. 

 

December 3 Read II Peter 1:1-8 

 

James 1:3 We learned yesterday to count it all joy when temptations befall us, and our verse 

today gives the reason. The reason is that the trying of our faith works patience. From our point 

of view these events appear as temptations, but actually they are trials from the hand of God. 

They serve a very good purpose, namely, that our faith is tried. When true faith is tried, it 

emerges stronger and produces patience. Patience means to persevere, to bear up under severe 

trials and is really faith in action. We can’t possibly accomplish this by ourselves. It is the work 

of the Spirit within us, a gift of God’s grace. As you are privileged to worship and hear the Word 

of God today, may the Holy Spirit use this means of grace to strengthen your faith to the end that 

patience may be much in evidence. Sing Psalter 100:1, 2. 

 

December 4 Read Philippians 2:12-16 



 

James 1:4 How do you behave under pressure? Do you flinch and retreat when troubles come 

your way, or do you stand firm? A new soldier or untrained recruit may turn and run when a 

powerful enemy appears, but the proven soldier stands firm. So it is in the battle of faith. The 

believer, who has patience made perfect by faith, strengthened in trials and fed by the Word ol 

God, can face any situation, and so we are exhorted to let patience work. How do we do that? By 

means of prayer, by feeding on and studying God’s Word. By God working in us both to will and 

to do according to His good pleasure. May you truly experience that godly patience. Sing Psalter 

100:3, 4. 

 

December 5 Read Proverbs 8:1-11 

 

James 1:5 The author in this verse seems to presuppose that an objection might be raised in light 

of the previous admonition to let patience have her perfect work. We are so weak and foolish in 

and of ourselves. Who is wise enough and able to accomplish this? God gives the answer to our 

impatience—ask for the gift of wisdom. What is wisdom? Good judgment or prudence. We ask 

for wisdom in the same manner we ask for patience. In the way of communion with God. 

Solomon asked for a wise and understanding heart, and God not only gave him wisdom, but 

great riches and honor besides. So pour out your soul to God. Ask for wisdom, children and 

young people, in your studies and search for your life’s mate. Pray for wisdom, mothers and 

fathers and elderly persons, in your daily calling. And pray for wisdom, officebearers, as you 

perform your duties in the midst of the Church. Sing Psalter 336:2. 

 

December 6 Read Philippians 4:4-7 

 

James 1:6 In this verse James instructs us in the manner in which we should pray for wisdom. 

We must ask in faith. We all know what faith is, don’t we? Faith is a living bond which unites us 

with Christ. It is a certain knowledge and a hearty confidence. True prayer then proceeds from a 

heart that is confident that God will hear and answer. Does that characterize your prayers? Do 

you ask in faith, without doubting? Doubting brings instability like the waves of the sea tossed 

by the wind. Then if our prayers are not answered we must realize that it is because of us. In 

humble penitence, turn to Christ, Who said to the father of the son possessed with an evil spirit 

“all things are possible to him that believeth.” And his response, which must be ours also: “Lord, 

I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” Sing Psalter 185:1, 3. 

 

December 7 Read Matthew 6:5-8 

 

James 1:7 We learned in our previous verse that only the child of God who prays in faith will be 

heard of God, for when we pray in faith, we pray according to God’s will. In today’s verse we 

are told that whoever prays without faith must not even think that he will receive anything of the 

Lord. The wicked may utter prayers, but they are an abomination to the Lord. A well known 

columnist recently wrote a newspaper article entitled “Football game prayer is in-your-face 

faith.” He said that “Public praying at football games is as compatible as playing football inside a 

church” and it is an in your-face-faith rather than an in-your-heart variety.” He then quoted 

Jesus’ words, “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing 

in the synagogues (football stadiums?) and on the street corners to be seen of men… But when 



you pray go into your room, close the door, and pray to your Father” (Matt. 6:5-6). May we, led 

by the Spirit, pray to God with faith unfeigned. Sing Psalter 72:1, 4. 

 

December 8 Read Proverbs 15:1-7 

 

James 1:8 James points out to us today a picture of a man who cannot make up his mind one way 

or the other. Could this possibly be a picture of you? In your prayers do your lips utter a petition 

for forgiveness of sins without having a godly sorrow because of them? In your speech do you 

ever say one thing but mean something else? Do you love the world and its pleasures, but also 

profess to be a faithful church member? We are reminded of apostate Israel in II Kings 17:33 

where we read, “They feared the Lord and served their own gods.” This is an abomination to the 

Lord. We are exhorted later in this same epistle that our yea must be yea, and our nay must be 

nay. That principle we must cultivate and ask for grace to be stable-minded not only in the 

context of our prayers as we are reminded in this passage, but in all our words and walk. Sing 

Psalter 333:3, 4. 

 

December 9 Read Psalm 27:1-6 

 

James 1:9-11 In this passage we have a contrast which James sets up to show how God comforts 

us in affliction. There is a poor man and a rich man. The poor man is told to rejoice because he 

will be exalted and the rich man will perish. You may say, “Is that just? Is having riches wrong?” 

We answer that certainly there are instances of godly rich men in Scripture. But James elaborates 

further and calls the poor man a brother, obviously a sincere child of God, while implying that 

the rich man is an unbeliever. Do you possess few worldly goods but have the assurance that you 

are a child of God? Then you have everything! Don’t envy the rich. Asaph in Psalm 73 faced this 

problem until he went into the sanctuary of God and understood their end. Young people, don’t 

set your affections on this world and its riches. Choose a vocation where you can be of service to 

God and His people. Then you too will experience His blessing. Sing Psalter 204:1, 2. 

 

December 10 Read Ephesians 6:10-17 

 

James 1:12 What temptations have you faced this past week? How did you handle them? Did 

you succumb to peer pressure perhaps, or other situations that affected your dress, speech, 

conduct and places you attended that did not befit a Christian? How can we bear up under these 

temptations? By patient endurance and by loving the Lord as the last part of the verse states, our 

incentive is the crown of life. Our love is not first, but we love God because He first loved us. I 

John 4:19. Then we are blessed and happy. Being friends with God, we are enemies of Satan and 

recognize sin for what it is. As you attend worship services today, thank God for His covenant 

faithfulness. Listen attentively to the preaching of the Gospel, and by faith put on the whole 

armor of God so that you can stand firm against the wiles of the devil. Sing Psalter 202:1. 

 

December 11 Read Psalm 37:7-11 

 

James 1:13 Yesterday we read of the blessedness of the one who endures temptation. Now we 

see a man who succumbs to it. Temptation implies a wicked motive, and all too often we give in 

to sin, enticed by our mortal enemies, the devil, the world and our own flesh. Remember what 



Adam said after he fell into sin by eating the forbidden fruit? “The woman whom thou gavest to 

be with me, she gave me of the tree and I did eat,” thereby obliquely placing the blame upon 

God. We may never say “I am tempted of God.” God is holy, perfectly righteous and pure, and it 

follows that He cannot sin nor be tempted to sin. What is our calling then today? Pray for 

patience to endure any temptations that may come our way, and that the Holy Spirit may 

preserve and strengthen us in our daily walk of faith. Sing Psalter 103:1, 2. 

 

December 12 Read Galatians 5:19-25 

 

James 1:14 This verse really brings home how sinful we are and how deeply it lies within our 

nature. None of us likes to hear this. We much prefer to listen to the world’s philosophy of how 

much good there is in every person and how to practice self esteem. God’s Word tells us how 

sinful and lustful we are. The word lust refers to every sort of covetousness whether that be 

wicked sexual desires, or material goods, or pleasure or anything that entices us to sin. How do 

we cope with this? How can we fight this sin? We can begin by saying “Get thee behind me 

Satan.” We can deliberately suppress evil thoughts instead of taking pleasure in them. We can 

refuse to attend events which entice us into sin, and turn off the television programs which 

promote all sorts of evil. We must not walk with the world but choose godly companions. Above 

all, pray sincerely for God’s grace to resist temptations. Sing Psalter 21:1, 4. 

 

December 13 Read Romans 7:18-25 

 

James 1:15-16 These verses elaborate on yesterday’s passage and use a figure to show the 

consequences of being drawn into sin. Just as an earthly child is conceived and brought forth and 

grows to full development, so it is with lust. An evil desire gives place to evil thoughts which 

conceive sinful deeds. These sinful deeds multiply into more wickedness, and except for the 

grace of God, the result is death, spiritual, physical, and eternal. Therefore, James warns us in 

verse 16 not to be deceived, and in I Peter 1:3 we read “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” We have a 

constant battle to fight, don’t we? But take comfort, people of God, the victory is ours through 

faith. Cultivate that faith, stand firmly upon God’s Word and fervently pray that the Spirit may 

guide you in the paths of righteousness. Sing Psalter 99:1, 5. 

 

December 14 Read Titus 2:11-15 

 

James 1:17-18 James turns our attention in these verses to a great comfort. As we look back on 

some of the preceding verses, we realize how easily and hopelessly we can fall into depths of sin. 

The question naturally arises, “What is the possibility of escape?” Our text gives the answer. Our 

God is sovereign and He bestows upon us good and perfect gifts. Oh, we could mention a great 

many, but our text speaks of one of the greatest gifts of all—that of regeneration. Our natural 

birth is a marvelous wonder, but our rebirth, where God calls life from the dead, is even more 

wonderful. Do you experience that new life? Does it show in your desires, actions and words? 

We are described as firstfruit of His creatures. This is not only interesting, but very comforting. 

It means we are dedicated to God as His personal possession and a part of His family. What a 

wonderful comfort! What a calling is ours to be set apart from the wicked world and live for 

God. Focus anew on this calling today. Sing Psalter 141:1. 



 

December 15 Read Proverbs 10:16-20 

 

James 1:19-20 The first word in our passage today is “Wherefore.” This is meaningful. We are to 

remember the rich blessings that were spoken of in the previous verses. Since we are born again 

creatures in Christ, we are now called upon to be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath. Do 

these commendable traits describe you? How often in our daily lives the opposite is true, but we 

believe this admonition refers to our hearing the Word of truth spoken of in the previous verse. 

We may not question the inerrancy of that Word but rather be silent and listen. The Word is the 

chief means of grace and is powerful, like a two-edged sword. Sometimes the Word steps on our 

toes, so to speak, and we become offended and angry. We resent criticism and dislike being told 

what to do and in sinful wrath we become angry at the preacher and others. This wrath does not 

work the righteousness of God. Pray for grace to willingly practice these necessary virtues. Sing 

Psalter 162:1, 2. 

 

December 16 Read Hebrews 2:1-4 

 

James 1:21 Once again our verse starts with the word “Wherefore.” We were told, you 

remember, in yesterday’s meditation to be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath. In the way 

of practicing this, we are now exhorted to put off all filthiness and overflowing of malice, so that 

with meekness we receive the engrafted Word. Tomorrow is the Lord’s Day. Will you be ready 

to receive that Word in the way of confessing your sins and asking God to make your heart 

receptive to it? The “engrafted word” implies that this Word has been planted and has taken root 

in our hearts. Just as seed requires prepared soil to bring forth fruit, so our hearts must be 

prepared by the Spirit to produce fruit. This doesn’t mean that we sit back and relax, as if the 

only real effort must be made by the minister. No, we concentrate on that message, for Christ 

speaks to us personally through that Word. And the wonderful fruit is that God is pleased to save 

our souls through this means. Sing Psalter 349:1, 2. 

 

December 17 Read Psalm 19:7-14 

 

James 1:22-25 We are looking at a passage today which deals with an important theme which 

runs through the whole epistle of James, namely, that we must not only be hearers of the Word, 

but doers as well. What is your reaction when the Word is preached? Do you listen, but the 

contents are soon forgotten and produce no evidence of fruit in your life? James states that you 

deceive yourself and only see your natural face in a mirror, blotting out that reflection of yourself 

and the sermon as well. Or are you one who looks in the mirror of God’s Word, seeing yourself 

as a sinner convicted by the Spirit, and who considers the law or the Word, not as an oppressive 

burden, but as true freedom in Christ? Then you will be blessed. As you hear the Word preached 

today, pray for grace that your hearing may be mixed with saving, active faith. Sing Psalter 41:1, 

4. 

 

December 18 Read I John 2:13-17 

 

James 1:26, 27 There are a great many religious people in the world, but their religion is really a 

sham, and they show this by their lives and by their words. Then there are those in the church 



whom James addresses who think they are very religious, but with their tongue they commit 

every imaginable sin, deceiving themselves and showing that their religion is vain and empty. 

Then, in keeping with the underlying thought expressed in the context, the author describes the 

life of the true believer. He is a doer of the Word, and not only shows mercy to those in need, but 

keeps himself unspotted from the world. That’s not always easy for any of us to do, but 

especially for you, young people. Worldly pleasures are so attractive, and the devil lures us in so 

many ways. He tempts us to copy the world’s speech, dress, hairdos and actions. Don’t give in! 

Fight the battle of faith by prayer and supplication to the Captain of your faith. Sing Psalter 

352:1, 4. 

 

December 19 Read Leviticus 19:11-15 

 

James 2:1 In chapter two James begins by addressing us as brethren, so we immediately see that 

he is speaking to us as members of the Church. He points out a certain indwelling trait or 

inclination that is certainly no stranger to any of us, and that is, that upon meeting or seeing a 

person perhaps for the first time, we make a judgment; we form an opinion of that individual 

most likely based on his or her appearance. How easily we fall into this sin. The world will 

readily have respect for the rich and famous, and look with disdain upon the uneducated and 

poor, but we, as hearers and doers of the Word, must be guided according to that Word. That 

Word tells us that we who possess faith in Christ must not show partiality with respect of 

persons. True faith reveals itself in how we love our neighbor. Pray for grace to practice that 

faith today. Sing Psalter 62:1, 2. 

 

December 20 Read John 7:21-24 

 

James 2:2-4 Yesterday we spoke about the sin of respect of persons. In our passage today, James 

gives us an example of this practice. Two persons, both members of the same church, are 

mentioned. One is presented as obviously rich who flaunts his expensive apparel, but is not rich 

towards God. The other is a poor man whose attire speaks of worldly poverty, but he is a sincere 

child of God. The former receives and welcomes much attention. The latter stands alone and 

neglected. You wouldn’t act like that to these persons, would you? What effort did you make last 

Sunday after church to speak kindly to a fellow member who may have stood alone and in your 

opinion was a bit “different?” In school yesterday, did you try to make a lonely and unpopular 

classmate happy? Or did you stick with your own little circle of friends to the exclusion of 

others? A living faith reveals itself in many ways. Being no respecter of persons is an aspect of 

that faith. Sing Psalter 113:1, 4. 

 

December 21 Read I Corinthians 1:26-29 

 

James 2:5 In this verse James addresses us as his beloved brethren and does so in the form of a 

question. This question has the obvious answer that God honors the poor. Not simply because 

they are poor as such, but because God is pleased to save all classes of people in His sovereign 

election. But history repeatedly reveals that not the men of renown in the world are heirs of the 

kingdom, but rather the poor and insignificant. Look at the history of the church from Abel to the 

present. Most were poor, persecuted, and despised, but they are the ones who possess true riches. 

Our text speaks of the first of these riches and that is faith. Faith wrought alone by God, whereby 



we are ingrafted into Christ and made heirs of His kingdom. Are you poor in material 

possessions but have faith in your heart? Then you have everything! Are you rich in worldly 

goods and possess that living faith as well? Be good stewards before God and set your affections 

on the things above. Sing Psalter 186:1, 2. 

 

December 22 Read Jeremiah 9:23-24 

 

James 2:6-7 We saw yesterday that God has chosen the poor of this world but who are rich in 

faith to be the heirs of His kingdom. Now the author takes us to task for those who honor the rich 

for his riches and disdain the poor because of his poverty. He goes on to say it is usually the rich 

who oppress you and drag you into court. All they care about is their riches and will go to any 

means to gain more and more. They scorn the law of God and slander the name of Christ to 

Whom we belong and by Whose name we are called. We must note here that the text does not 

speak of rich Christians, but the wicked rich whether they are nominal church members or not. 

So what does this all mean to you and me? Don’t be guilty of wicked partiality. Don’t become 

judges with evil thoughts and don’t give an occasion for someone to blaspheme the holy name of 

God which we love and hold in reverence. Sing Psalter 99:1, 2. 

 

December 23 Read Galatians 5:13-16 

 

James 2:8-11 We saw how easily we can show partiality with respect to persons. Now our 

attention is directed to the principle of the royal law, particularly as it pertains to the second table 

“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” How do we love our neighbor? We love him by 

reflecting to him the love that God places in our hearts. We do this in word, deed, and reproof if 

necessary. Who is our neighbor? First and foremost it is our own family. It is our fellow saints. It 

is any person whom God places in our path. But we are sinful, aren’t we? Without realizing it, 

we don’t apply this principle of love as we should. Then we break a commandment of God. And 

if we break one commandment we are guilty of all. Pray earnestly that we may love our neighbor 

as ourselves and enjoy the blessed approval of the royal law. Sing Psalter 305:1, 3. 

 

December 24 Read Matthew 1:18-25 

 

We digress from our study of the epistle of James in recognition of the celebration of the birth of 

Christ on the morrow. How do you view this blessed event? We know how the world views it—

with tinsel and trees, with frenzied shopping and parties, with Santa Clauses and crass 

commercialism; and to varying degrees the church goes along with it. What has all this really to 

do with the birth of our Savior? What a blessing to gather in God’s house today. What a blessing 

to set ourselves apart to rest a while under the preaching of the Gospel. There we find rest for our 

souls. There we experience the peace which passeth all understanding, all of this made possible 

because of the birth, death and resurrection of the Babe in Bethlehem’s manger. May you truly 

experience this blessedness today with God’s people. Sing Psalter 243:1, 5. 

 

December 25 Read Luke 2:1-14 

 

Today is Christmas! It is the day in which we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ our Savior. We 

ask again, how do you celebrate Christmas? Not as the world, we hope. The world really hates 



Christ. They want nothing to do with a Christ Whose kingdom is not of this world, Who died 

only for His elect church, Who hates the wicked and Who will return one day as a righteous 

judge. How would He have us celebrate His birth? By going to Him in prayer; to meet with His 

people in His house of worship; to hear what He has to say to us and to sing praises to Him. He 

calls us to live for Him, love Him, and make all our celebration subservient to it. He calls us to 

believe what He says of Himself. He calls us to bow in reverence before Him in loving 

adoration. Are you listening to His call? Keep Christ in Christmas and keep Him there all day. 

Sing Psalter 399:1, 4. 

 

December 26 Read II Corinthians 5:8-10 

 

James 2:12-13 Bearing in mind the previous verses of this chapter in which we were instructed to 

show no wicked partiality but fulfill the royal law to love our neighbor, James now tells us the 

consequences of never showing kindness and concern for others. That is, that they themselves 

will receive no mercy in the day of judgment. What a terrible indictment! But what a powerful 

incentive for those who have the love of God in their hearts and show that love for others. There 

are many who believe that their so called good works will merit them favor with God, but God’s 

Word tells us that “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Is. 64:6). In contrast, we must 

speak and act as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. That means that God will see us 

only as we are in Christ, and will judge us only on the basis of His redemptive death. People of 

God, judge impartially and show Godly kindness to your neighbor only because He has showed 

you His mercy in Christ. Sing Psalter 94:1, 6. 

 

December 27 Read Ephessians 2:8-10 

 

James 2:14-17 Have you ever asked yourself the question, do I possess faith? You may answer, 

of course I possess faith; I read my Bible, say my prayers, go to church and lead a decent life. 

But have you really searched your soul to make sure that your faith is a living faith rather than a 

historic or dead faith? The important point that James makes in these verses are the words 

“though a man may say that he hath faith.” This really points to a dead faith that shows no fruit 

in his life, and the question naturally follows, “Can faith save him?” Does James teach that faith 

does not save and that salvation is by works? Certainly not, but he shows the difference of a 

living faith from a dead faith, that is, a faith professed with the lips but not in the heart, and 

which shows no evidence in works. And so the important question that you and I must answer is, 

does my faith unite me in a living bond with Christ and show itself as a working and active faith? 

Sing Psalter 7:1, 2. 

 

December 28 Read Matthew 11:1-6 

 

James 2:18 It appears in this verse that a dialogue takes place. A voice perhaps from someone in 

the church turns to the professed believer and says “Thou hast faith,” even though this faith 

hasn’t shown evidence of good works. Then to James he exclaims “Thou hast works,” meaning 

that his faith manifested itself in good works. So both of you claim you are saved by faith. 

James, in reply, says to the man who only has faith, “show me thy faith without thy works and I 

will show thee my faith by my works.” The professed believer is an example of what we might 

term historic faith. He knows what Scripture teaches and is thoroughly acquainted with all its 



doctrines, miracles, etc., but doubts its infallibility. It is a dead, impotent faith. Over against that, 

James testifies that his faith produces the fruits of the Spirit for all to see. You’ve heard the 

adage “actions speak louder than words.” Show your faith, people of God, by actions which 

prove your faith and thereby glorify your Creator. Sing Psalter 230:4, 5. 

 

December 29 Read Romans 5:1-5 

 

James 2:19-20 What a terrible thing to have one’s faith compared to that of a devil. A devil, as 

you know, is one who hates God, who scoffs at His law and despises His people. But that is 

exactly what James is doing in today’s passage. He speaks to the person who only outwardly 

confesses his faith and says “Thou believest that there is one God.” Surely a basic and 

fundamental truth, but he adds that the devils also believe this and it causes them to tremble. He 

calls this person a vain man whose faith is dead. How about your faith, dear reader? Does it show 

to yourself and others that it is a living faith? How can you tell? By a sorrow for sins, by a 

sincere prayer life, by a desire for God’s Word, by works of mercy. When you see evidences of 

these fruits of the Spirit in your heart, humbly thank God, “being confident of this very thing, 

that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Phil. 

1:6 Sing Psalter 109:1, 3. 

 

December 30 Read Hebrews 11:17-19 

 

James 2:21-24 We have seen that faith which does not result in good deeds is not real faith. Now 

James proceeds to prove this by giving us the example of Abraham, who was commanded by 

God to offer up his son Isaac upon the altar. What a test of faith! Isaac, the promised seed, who 

was born even though Abraham’s wife was too old to bear; Isaac, in whose covenant line the 

Messiah was to be born in Whom was Abraham’s and the entire church’s salvation. Yet 

Abraham implicitly and actively obeyed. Another version of vs. 22 reads “you see that faith was 

active along with his works, and faith was completed by works.” Was Abraham justified by the 

works of the law? No, but by the activity of a saving and living faith, shown by complete 

obedience. We may never have our faith put to the test in the measure that was demanded of 

Abraham, but we must constantly pray that God will strengthen and increase our faith, 

confessing that it is not of us, but all of Him. Sing Psalter 210:1, 5. 

 

December 31 Read Joshua 2:1-11 

 

James 2:25-26 In this passage we have a very different example of a person who possessed 

active saving faith from the example of Abraham in the preceding verse. This person is Rahab. 

What a contrast between these two, yet James uses the word “Likewise” to show that both were 

declared righteous. Rahab was a Gentile prostitute, leading a debasing life in a wicked city, yet 

God in His mercy so worked in her heart that her faith showed itself in receiving and protecting 

the spies. She did this in peril of her own life, and made a beautiful confession of her faith in 

God to the spies. Two completely different characters and origins, yet both saved the same way 

by faith that displayed itself in acts of righteousness. Examine yourselves as you sit under the 

preaching of the Word today. What is your reaction? Conviction of sin and a godly resolve to 

fight against and forsake it? Then be assured that the Spirit is working a living faith in your 

heart. Sing Psalter 390:3. 
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