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In society today, there is an increasing pressure upon parents to enable their children to 

receive the best education possible. They feel that the voucher system would help them, and 

maybe it would. But, as Christians, we must consider the possible effects of this system. 

The voucher system would give parents money to choose a school for their children to 

attend; this is called school choice. Parents would be given the authority to choose a school that 

they feel would best suit their child or children, regardless of the type of school. They could 

choose a public school, or they could choose a private school. The latter would be a direct 

violation of the constitution, but yet the government is failing to realize this. 

God instructs us “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 

fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with 

darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an 

infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the 

living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God and 

they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate…” (II 

Corinthians 6:14-17a). 

As Reformed believers, we try to keep governmental control out of our schools as much 

as possible. We uphold the rules as far as medical requirements and curriculum requirements are 

concerned, and we take the required statewide tests. We do not, however, allow the government 

to have anything to say about the religious teachings in which we instruct our children. Our 

schools are parent, not government run. 

We hold fast to the scripture passage that states “Train up a child in the way he should 

go; and when he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). The Form for the 

Administration of Baptism asks of the parents to answer sincerely to three questions, the last of 

which relates to teaching their children in the doctrine of the church. “Whether you promise and 

intend to see these children, when come to the years of discretion (whereof you are either parent 

or witness), instructed and brought up in the aforesaid doctrine, or help or cause them to be 

instructed therein, to the utmost of your power?” 

The voucher system poses a threat to the training of our children in our schools. Consider 

this: a worldly parent decides that he or she wants to send his or her child to one of our schools. 

In order to pay for the tuition, the government is going to give this parent a tuition voucher. The 

school really doesn’t want this, but has nothing to say about it. The child starts attending our 

school, and is receiving a wonderful education; however, the parent doesn’t like the religious 

practices that are taught in our school. They go to the state legislature and say that we are 

pressuring both them and their child or children to become Christians. 

Does this sound familiar? It should, because it’s the same thing that happened in the 

public schools. Some people decided that they and their children were being pressured into 



Christianity, and because of their petition, prayer and all other religious practices were abolished 

in the public school system. 

Taking tuition vouchers from the government indirectly gives them a little say in what 

goes on in our schools. The more money the schools take, the more control the government is 

going to want to have over our administration, our religious curriculum, and our entrance 

requirements. 

I personally believe that tuition vouchers could cause the downfall of our schools. We 

have always held to the idea of separation of church and state, but acceptance of the voucher 

system would, without question, violate this belief in every way. 

As Christians, I feel that we have an obligation to instruct our covenant youth in the fear 

of the Lord. That is one of the main reasons I feel my calling is to become a Christian 

schoolteacher; however, I believe that the voucher system poses a threat to this obligation. We 

must hold fast to the teachings of our forefathers, and we must reject the idea of tuition vouchers 

with every ounce of our being. 

       

Originally Published in: 

Vol 59 No 11 December 2000 


