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Our God has created us and He has created the world in which we live. He created all 

things for His own glory. He created us so that we might know Him and enter into His eternal 

covenant fellowship. To this end, He has revealed Himself to us in His Word and He works 

within our hearts. “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17:3). As we search the Scriptures to grow in our 

knowledge, we find another beautiful truth of God which we call God’s “sovereignty.” 

The dictionary defines “sovereign” as “above or superior to all others.” Sometimes a king 

is called “sovereign,” because his word has the final authority over those whom he rules. We say 

that a state is sovereign if it is independent of all others. To be sovereign, then, is to hold all 

power within a specific realm, and also to have the authority to use that power as you will. 

This definition is limited, however, to the realm of things created. God is not simply 

superior to the greatest king on earth; He stands apart as the creator of all men and the rest of 

creation. Even within the spiritual realm, He does not rank as the greatest among others. He 

stands alone. He does not sit as the greatest among other beings that are like God and have 

created other worlds. It is not the case that God is considered the most powerful angel among 

angels. He stands alone. No other being can be called “Creator.” Only God is sovereign in 

Himself. 

Any sovereignty that a man has comes from God. In this world we all have some power. 

We have varying degrees of authority to use that power to do what we want. Some men have 

power over nations and throughout history kings have commanded millions to engage in bloody 

and destructive wars. Yet no man or any other created being has any power or authority of 

himself. What sovereignty man has is not his own, but comes from God. Every measure of 

power and authority exists eternally in God, and God gives this power and authority to men. 

Once in the hands of men, the power and authority does not become independent of God, but 

rather continues to accomplish the will of God even though it may appear to man to be 

accomplishing the will of men. 

God himself reveals to us His sovereignty in the following passages: Psalm 115:3, “But 

our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.” Psalm 135:5-6, “For I 

know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. Whatsoever the Lord pleased, 

that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places.” Isaiah 46:10, “Declaring the 

end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My 

counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.” Ephesians 1:11, “In whom also we have 

obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all 

things after the counsel of his own will.” 

The history recorded in the book of Daniel gives us a very graphic picture of God’s 

sovereignty. Nebuchadnezzar held tremendous power and authority. Daniel said of him, “Thou, 

O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 

strength, and glory” (Daniel 2:37). Daniel then explained his dream and told him how he would 

become as a beast. After Nebuchadnezzar experienced the sovereign hand of God, he says in 

Daniel 4:34-35, “And at the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, 

and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and 

honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom 



is from generation to generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and 

he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and 

none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” God here uses one of the most 

sovereign men on earth to confess that he was nothing and that God alone is sovereign. 

Man can never ignore the sovereignty of God. The most learned scientist who tries to 

stretch his brain to explain the origins of the earth is forced to confess that his mind is limited. 

Man crouches in fear when he faces the sovereign God and realizes that he does not know and 

even hates this God. Man tries to cover up the sovereignty of God with the language of fate and 

chance. Many who call themselves “religious” or even “Christian” do not confess the God of the 

Scriptures, but rather invent a god in their imaginations. They may cut and paste things from the 

Bible, but the unbeliever is afraid of an absolutely sovereign God. 

The believer, on the other hand, finds no greater comfort than the comfort of knowing 

that God is sovereign. This is because the believer knows God as his or her Father. The believer 

knows that this God who is absolutely sovereign loves His people as His own children. We read 

in Psalm 149:4 “For the Lord taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with 

salvation.” Our Father holds all power and He holds all authority to exercise that power. His will 

is subject to no laws or influence outside of Himself. He does what He wills, and we know that 

His will is to gather unto Himself a people to enter into His covenant fellowship for His glory. 

That God is sovereign means, then, that our salvation is certain. “For God hath not 

appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,” 1 Thes. 5:9. God has 

from eternity known the names of His children. He sovereignly uses the nations, kings, families, 

and every aspect of the history of the world to bring forth His people and gather them out of 

death and into eternal life. He has sovereignly willed that His only begotten Son Jesus Christ 

would be the Way in which He would accomplish His purposes. 

The sovereign God Who has so worked in and through Christ is our Father. He gives us a 

new heart and makes us His children. We hear His voice as sheep hear the voice of their 

shepherd. We follow and we grow in our knowledge and love for Him. May we daily strive to 

know our God and to express our gratitude in thankful obedience to His commands. 
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