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In the last article, Rev. Koole explained that the knowledge that we need is the Knowledge of the 

Truth. 

 

Now, there are a few things in connection with this Knowledge of the Truth that I want to 

emphasize. 

In the first place, I want to point out that we live in days of tremendous doctrinal 

ignorance. Churches are filled with people ignorant of the most basic and biblical of truths. As a 

result they have spiritual AIDS. Their immunity to the simplest and most unbiblical of errors is 

destroyed. They can defend themselves against nothing. 

It is worth remembering where this spirit of ignorance and “anti-knowledge” began, 

namely when the church of the 1600’s lost its confidence in the authority and infallibility of the 

Scriptures. 

The age of scientific discovery exploded on the scene. Unbelieving preachers and bible 

teachers were enamored with it. Man and science knows everything, the Bible is filled with 

errors and mistakes, and it contains man’s words mixed with God’s. In fact, they concluded, it is 

mainly men’s word as they react to what they THINK might be the revelation of God. But, then 

again, who can really know for sure. 

The point is, when you lose your faith and confidence in the Bible as the inspired and 

infallible Word of God, you will also lose your interest in biblical and doctrinal knowledge. I 

mean, what’s the point? It is just a fabrication anyway—irrelevant to our times. Why waste one’s 

time on something irrelevant to our age anyway? 

And so the interest in knowledge has gone out. 

Remember, once you begin to question the trustworthiness of Scripture, it is just an old 

book filled with outdated ideas, you can kiss the interest in spiritual and doctrinal knowledge 

good-by as well. 

The second thing I want to point out in connection with doctrinal knowledge is that it has 

everything to do with your relationship to God! 

That is why you and I are called to grow in knowledge. Not first of all so that you can tell 

others about it, but so that you may know God better yourself. The more you and I know about 

spiritual and biblical things the better we ourselves should know God. That’s where it all has to 

start. 

So the question, how well do you know God yourself? How close is your relationship 

with Him? Would you say you know Him well? 

The first thing that will suffer if you have no interest in doctrinal knowledge and as a 

result are ignorant of all these things will not be your ability to witness, but your relationship to 

God. 

The point is, the better we understand why God sent this Christ Jesus, and who this Lord 

Jesus is, and what he worked in his atonement and death, the more you ought to marvel that you 

are the child of such a God. And that to this God, invisible to you, but who fills this auditorium 

with his presence and sees you clear as day, you are important and of interest. 



So that is the first benefit of this knowledge, it will make you closer to God. The deeper 

will be your own appreciation and gratitude for what God has done for me, for us. And when you 

think of it, that’s the heart of true religion is it not! 

And the point is that the by-product of that personal knowledge of Who God really is will 

be an enhancement of your ability to witness to others. After all, who is the best promoter of 

something? Someone who himself is personally convinced of that something’s (or someone’s) 

value and worth. 

Further I point out that what we are speaking of is a knowledge of the TRUTH. In order 

to bear witness of the truth, you must be convinced there is such a thing as TRUTH!—that there 

is something that is really true, the correct answer, the final conclusion, if you will, of it all. You 

must be convinced that there is a standard of right and wrong, good and evil, and it is knowable 

because God has made it known. 

People do not believe that anymore. They have been told there is no final truth. 

Everything is relative to the age in which you live. As a result they wander about confused, and 

they are wide open to every sort of lie and error. Why? Because, they have been taught, when it 

comes to what God thinks is right and what is wrong, what is good and what is evil, and what is 

true and what is the lie, well, no one knows. 

Young people, your calling is to say that is not true! The truth is knowable and what God 

considers right and true and what He disapproves of as wrong and evil and the lie is knowable as 

well. In other words, you must be convinced that the WORD of God is ‘the Word of God’ indeed 

the standard of all that is right and true. And that it is knowable. 

It is with this conviction that you can witness. 

You have to understand that your calling and mine is not to convince any one of the truth, 

persuade them, get them to acknowledge you are right and they are wrong. You cannot do that 

anyway. If someone does not want to be convinced they will not be convinced even if someone 

arose from the dead and looked them in the eye. 

Your calling is not to convince them of truth, it is simply to confront them with the truth. 

That is all you have to do, confront them with the truth. And if you do that, you do not have to 

win the debate or out argue them. 

That other person may win the debate, evidently score more points than you, and have 

asked harder questions and given more impressive sounding answers. For fear of that perhaps 

you do not even dare open your mouth. The point is you do not have to be afraid of that, because 

the thing about the truth is it is God’s truth. And God has a way of taking the truth you spoke and 

making it stick like a burr to a man’s conscience. It simply will not go away. It nags and pricks 

and troubles one because it is God’s truth. 

So someone may leave you, and it does not appear that you’ve made any headway or any 

impression at all. They are just as unconvinced or unimpressed as they ever were. So it appears. 

But if what you have spoken is the biblical truth, then be assured an impression has been made! 

The truth is like that. It simply will not leave one and go away. The person may not want 

to give you the satisfaction that what you said troubled him, but you will have whether he wants 

to give you the satisfaction of knowing that or not. 

Maybe someone has done something wrong, committed some sin, but does not want to 

admit that. He will not admit that what he is promoting and trying to justify is sin (such as saying 

that abortion is alright, or pornography is harmless, or what have you. And it does not seem you 

can get the person to concede he is wrong. The point is, you do not have to. All you have to say 



is, “You know that is sin, that it is displeasing to God. It is murder and it is filth and God is going 

to hold you accountable and judge you if you do not repent.” 

They may argue and justify themselves and get all upset and angry and accuse you of 

judging and all the rest. “Prove it, prove it, prove it!” they say. And perhaps it will seem you 

have not touched them in the least. But you want to know something? You did. You confronted 

them with the Truth. And they know your point was valid. The Holy Spirit will press it home. 

That’s the way it is. 

So do not worry first of all about being able to out argue and out debate people, and 

answer all their questions right off. You do not have to. Just confront them with the simple, 

straight-forward, Biblical truth, and the Spirit has His way of bringing it home. When you speak 

God’s truth, He sees to it that in some shape or form it is brought home to a man’s conscience 

and heart. 

And further, knowledge of the truth means that you and I should acquaint ourselves with 

the views and teachings of others and where they go astray, and what their error is. 

This too is important—your ability to refute error as best you can. It does not make for 

popularity, but it is important. 

It’s as if you are in a sword fight, and your opponent is as interested in disarming and 

defeating you as you are him. When swordsmen in the Middle Ages taught young knights the art 

of sword play (armed combat) then they would begin by teaching the young squire how defend 

himself, what strokes and thrusts the opponent would likely make, and how to deflect and parry 

those strokes and thrusts. 

So in the arena of discussion and debate on biblical things, know the strokes and 

arguments of the various false teachers and errors. Then you will be able to better stand your 

ground, and disarm them instead. 

Finally, I would like to remind you of a few basic things you ought to keep in mind if you 

want to introduce us to others. 

People say, you are Reformed? Protestant Reformed? What do you people believe? What 

is distinctive about you? Where do you stand? 

Let me suggest your remembering and mentioning 3 things. 

First, point out that our churches, and you yourself I hope, have a high view of the Bible. 

We still view it as infallibly true, the very Word of God. We believe everything it says and 

teaches. 

Everything? Even 6 day creation? and Jesus walking on water? and women being in 

subjection to the men in marriage and the church? 

Yes! Everything. We still believe it to be God’s own Word. 

You may not realize just how distinctive that is today (even in religious circles), and what 

an impression that will make on people. Many will be attracted to what you say simply because 

of your unashamed commitment to the Bible. 

Second, remember our emphasis is all on ‘grace’. Salvation by grace and grace alone. 

This is why we believe in election and predestination and all those other doctrines of Calvinism. 

Why? Because they make plain everything is of the sovereign, free grace of God, and is nothing 

of man. 

And that is why we reject so many other doctrines too—they contradict, are contrary to 

salvation being all of grace. They emphasize man and self, rather than the free grace of God thru 

Christ, contrary to all deserving. 



And finally, remember that what we teach is that a person must be spiritually alive, and 

been made spiritually alive, before he can make spiritual choices. 

Almost everyone else these days teaches just the opposite. The say, a man must make 

spiritual choices before he is even spiritually alive. Before one is ever born again, one must love 

God, want to seek God, sorrow over sin, and have faith, or as they put it, let Christ into one’s 

heart. In other words, a man must engage in the most basic and fundamental spiritual activities 

before he is even spiritually alive. 

How is that possible? This is why Arminianism and modernism is so wrong. Man, who is 

DEAD in trespasses and sins according to Ephesians 2:1-3, must engage in the highest of 

spiritual activities (such as seeking, loving, and believing in God and Christ) before they have 

even been made spiritually alive. How can anyone engage in spiritual activities before God has 

made one spiritually alive? 

Keep that in mind! Before one can make spiritual choices and engage in spiritual 

activities, one must be spiritually alive, that is, be made spiritually alive by God! 

Keep these basic principles of knowledge in mind and you should have sufficient 

knowledge at least to begin to witness to others of who and what you are. 

Just keep in mind, more is needed than knowledge in your life (such as sincerity and 

zeal), but not less. Knowledge is foundational. 

Have a thirst for knowledge. Knowledge will feed your faith, faith your courage, and 

courage your zeal. In these latter days, that is a rare commodity indeed. Be assured this will 

make you a great encouragement to others as well. 
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