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In Proverbs 4:14-19 we have recorded for us a very distinct description of the antithetical 

walk of the child of God. The believer, whether young or old, walks a path in the midst of this 

world that is contrary to the path of the wicked. The believer walks that path despite the 

opposition of ungodly men, the forces of darkness, and his own evil nature. That path he walks 

“is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day” (vs. 18). 

There are two “ways” or “paths” contrasted in these verses; the “path of the wicked” or 

the “way of evil men” and the “path of the just.” One walks either one or the other. The main 

instruction found in these verses is a sharp warning not to walk the path of the wicked. Following 

the pattern of the whole chapter, we can picture in our minds a father saying to his son, “My son, 

enter not into the path of the wicked.” The father gives two reasons why his son ought not to 

enter that path. The first reason is because of the darkness of that path and its deadly end. The 

second reason is because of the corruption of those who walk that path and their mischievous 

ways. Let us take a closer look at this warning and encouragement of a father to the son he loves. 

Before we begin we must understand what is meant by the terms “path” and “way.” 

Ordinarily, when we think of a path, we envision a road or trail that has a definite beginning and 

follows a course to a definite end. We walk that trail so that we might get to the destination that 

the trail promises to lead us to. This is the idea that we have in Proverbs 4:14-19. But, there is 

more to it. If we compare this “path” to our earthly pilgrimage, it involves much more than just 

walking down a certain path in a certain direction. The believer does not merely walk a certain 

path in the midst of this world because his eyes tell him that it is the best way to go. No, the 

believer, living out of the principle of the new man, desires with a “sincere joy of heart in God, 

through Christ” to “live according to the will of God in all good works” (Heidelberg Catechism, 

Q & A 90). The path he walks involves his inmost thoughts, the words he speaks to himself, the 

words he speaks to others, the places he goes, what he allows himself to listen to, and with whom 

he associates. The path he walks encompasses every thought he has, every word he speaks, and 

every action he performs. It is much more than a mere external walk of life. 

Knowing what this path involves, let us begin by examining the sharp warning to “enter 

not into the path of the wicked.” This warning is particularly sharp because it does not end with 

the words “Enter not!” but continues with four more clarifications of that warning. “Enter not,” 

says the father to his son. Do not even consider in your heart walking down that evil way. Do not 

experiment for a short time walking that path with evil men. There is no room for debate or 

compromise; “Enter not!” 

The father continues to sharpen his command by adding, “Avoid it.” Do not put yourself 

in a position to consider the evil way. If the path of the wicked is put in front of you in the form 

of association and friendship with those who despise a godly life, stay away from their company. 

If the temptation comes to you to glance at something you ought not to, look in the other 

direction. Do not even begin to entertain in your thoughts that which is contrary to God’s law. 

The father continues by adding, “Pass not by it.” Do not tempt yourself by getting as close to sin 

as possible. If necessary, go out of your way to avoid passing by the forbidden path. Just as you 

would be foolish to get as close as possible to a burning gasoline tanker, you would be even 

more foolish to get as close as possible to that which you know will lead you into sin. 



And if you should find yourself confronted with the evil way, “Turn from it.” If you see 

the evil way directly in front of your eyes, do not stop and take the sight in, but immediately turn 

and look the other way. Don’t let your heart continue to meditate upon evil thoughts of the 

brother, but cut those thoughts off and turn from them. When you find yourself in a place you 

ought not to be, do not linger and look around, but turn around and leave for the sake of your 

spiritual welfare. Finally, the father tells his son that after he has “turned,” he must “pass away.” 

Get as far away from that evil way as you can. It is not enough that you simply turn and stay in 

place, but you must run away. Don’t fool yourself into thinking that there is such a thing as a 

“safe” distance from sin. Matthew Henry emphasizes this point in his commentary on these 

verses: 

It intimates likewise at what a distance we should keep from sin and sinners; he does not 

say, keep at a due distance, but at a great distance, the further the better; never think you can get 

far enough from it. Escape for thy life: look not behind thee. 

After discovering the scope of the command “enter not,” we may ask, “But why is this 

command so sharp and urgent?” The answer is two-fold. First, we are not to enter the evil way 

because of the way itself. Second, we are not to walk that way because of the wicked men who 

walk that path. 

First we must understand the evil “way” itself. The text tells us a number of things about 

that way. Verse 19 tells us that this way is “darkness.” That verse also identifies it as the way of 

stumbling. We can picture a man reeling to and fro in a dark alley hardly moving in any 

particular direction, standing up, only to trip over that which he cannot see. All of God’s Word 

gives us a more complete picture of this way and expands on what is found for us in Proverbs 

4:14-19. For example, in Psalm 1:6 we read that “the way of the ungodly shall perish.” We do 

not often think of this as we observe the “great ones” of the world as they accumulate their 

wealth and make a name for themselves. Proverbs 14:12 (as well as many other texts) reminds us 

that the evil way is the way of death. The way which seems right to the natural man (ourselves 

included according to our old man of sin) is the way of death. Those who walk the evil way 

actually delight in their own death. Those who hate Wisdom, Christ, love death (Proverbs 8:36). 

That is the evil way. There is no warning too sharp that a father could give to his son to avoid 

that way. 

Secondly, the warning is so emphatic because of the nature of the wicked men who walk 

that path. Once again, the text itself describes these men. They are men who are continually 

practicing mischief (vs. 16); and not just any mischief, but that which is designed to cause others 

to fall into sin. So extremely wicked are they, that they cannot even sleep unless they have 

succeeded in bringing others down into the pit with them. And when they are awake, it is written 

that “they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence” (vs. 17). They are 

continually plotting the downfall of others. There are no means which they will not use, whether 

it be in the blatant form of wicked music, or in the subtle form of a minister bringing false 

doctrine. As we read in Proverbs 24:1,2, “Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to 

be with them. For their heart studieth destruction, and their lips talk of mischief.” Therefore, the 

father says to the son he loves, “Enter not into the path of the wicked.” 

Having gone through the different aspects of this command and briefly examining the 

evil way and those who walk it, next time, Lord willing, we will move on. We must examine the 

“path of the just”, those who walk this good path, and how the “antithesis” is clearly brought out 

in this passage. 
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