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Collin wiped the last spot of wax off his new Corvette. He had just bought it yesterday, 

so today he spent hours wiping down the black leather and polishing the yellow 

fiberglass…hours dedicated to touch-up work, and yet no time to help around the house. 

After going back inside, seeing the messy house, watching his mother work, and realizing 

she was there since six o’clock that morning, Collin ran downstairs to his room. After breakfast 

mom had scribbled out a small list of jobs for the kids. Each had to clean his own bedroom and 

do a few more jobs, but the dust on Collin’s new car seemed more urgent to him than that on his 

dresser. Feeling guilty about how he started the day, he ran back upstairs for the vacuum and 

dust rag. As he cleaned, he thought about a few important things. 

He pondered the fact that all people are totally depraved by nature. No man can do 

anything good without the help of Christ. This must be why he had not obeyed his mom 

immediately. Every child, by nature, wants to rebel, or at least test the limits of his parents’ 

authority. Seeing his sin, Collin continued dusting around his room, but prayed in his heart. 

Through praying, he began to realize what his calling was as a child of God and as a child in a 

Christian home. His duties must originate in love. In Matthew 22:39, Jesus calls the Christian to 

love the neighbor as he loves himself. Since “neighbor” refers to those with whom one comes in 

contact, parents are usually one’s closest neighbors. The Christian is commanded to love his 

parents spiritually. Loving God will work this love of the parents in the child’s heart. 

If one loves his parents, he will also honor them. Exodus 20:12 cannot be more clear 

when it commands the child to honor his parents—the second duty of a Christian child. So, as 

God requires reverence and respect to Himself, He also demands that children honor their 

parents. 

If the Christian child honors his parents, he will also obey them. While Collin finished up 

the dusting, he remembered the Bible verse which stated, “Children, obey your parents in the 

Lord: for this is right.” This, the first verse of Ephesians 6, commands children not only to listen 

to their parents, but also to do what their parents require of them. Children need laws from their 

parents so they can exercise and grow spiritually. This growth comes when children are required 

to obey every word of their parents. They grow spiritually because, by obeying their parents, 

they learn to obey and do obey God. The only reason for disobedience is if parents command 

their children to disobey God. This exception to the rule should not, however, detract from the 

importance that God places on obeying parents. 

Combining all three of the duties already mentioned, the Christian child is called to 

submit to his parents. Submission is a willing obedience based on the foundations of love, honor, 

and reverence. So submission actually comes down to the Christian attitude behind all 

obedience. By learning to submit to his parents, the child learns to submit to the will of God. 

Submitting to God’s will in His life, the child will feel God’s presence in his life and take refuge 

in that comfort. 

Collin set the dust rag down and began to unwind the vacuum cord when more ideas 

flooded his mind. He started thinking about how necessary it really was to love, honor, obey, and 

submit to his parents. Children are the heritage of the Lord, and are placed in the family by God. 

So God is the supreme law and carries out His divine will through the actions of the parents. 

Disobedience to the parents shows a lack of honor and submission to God! Realizing this, Collin 



shuddered with guilt. Earlier today he had disobeyed God when he did not obey his mom 

immediately! 

In order to follow God’s standard which He set for children, Collin realized that one must 

look to Christ as an example. In everything that He did, Christ loved, honored, obeyed, and 

submitted to God, even in His death. As Christ submitted to God, so the child of God must 

submit to his parents. However, the child must not submit merely because of Christ’s example, 

because God commands it, or because he is afraid of his parents’ chastisement. The child must 

submit out of a thankful heart to God. The child of God will submit to his physical and spiritual 

father because he is thankful for the love that God first gave him. 

Collin unplugged the vacuum and thought about the real importance of that. God loved His 

people so much that He sacrificed His Son so that we could live eternally. Now that is genuine 

love! 

So, dusting off his dirty conscience with the clean cloth of prayer, Collin took a new look 

at life. Now he understood the importance of loving his parents. Now, too, he understood that 

loving his parents will cause him to honor, obey, and submit to them. With a renewed vigor to 

obey, Collin set out to do his other jobs. The Corvette sat in the driveway, taking the back seat to 

Collin’s new priority of being a truly Christian child in the home. 
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