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The name of the Dutch city of Dordrecht will always have a special significance for people in the 

Reformed Churches, if they stick to the Holy Scriptures. 

Dordrecht was officially founded in 1220 by Count William I, after he came back from the fifth 

crusade (1218-1219) when he took the city of Damiate in Egypt, but it started its history in fact already 

in 1049 as a village; it became an important trade center. The building of this Church began in 1280, 

but the tower thirty years later (it could not be finished, because there was not enough money). In 1457, 

it was destroyed by fire, but rebuilt, though the tower was finished in 1953 (as it looks now), with bells 

and a clock. 

There have been a lot of quarrels before the Church accepted the Reformation. A well known 

follower of Dr. Martin Luther, Cornelis Woutersz, was even executed with a sword at October 26, 1529. 

But finally on June 25, 1572, the first Reformed divine service was held. The next year Prince 

William I of Orange came and had there Holy Supper. The first minister was Chris Sinapius Venlo. 

A Latin School for ministers was opened in 1600, which got the name Illustre School later, but in 

1684 officially a Reformed Theological High School (the first professor was Dr. S. van Til), but the 

school was closed in 1765. 

Gradually Dordrecht became a centre for theological meetings and synods, but seldom the Church 

was used for that purpose. It was more a well-known Reformed symbol. 

From June 15-28, 1574, the first (provincial) Reformed Synod was organized in Dordrecht, but 

only the provinces of Holland and Zeeland could send representatives of their Churches, because there 

was still a war going on. The initiative for the Synod came from the chaplain to the Prince of Orange, 

Ref. Taffin. Measures against the Roman Catholics and the Anabaptists were strongly recommended. 

On June 21, 1577, the French speaking Reformed Churches (“Waalse kerken”) had a separate 

Synod, led by Rev. Taffin with the help of Rev. Fuegueray, who followed all recommendations of the 

first Synod. 

A general Synod was held from June 3-18, 1578, including representatives from Germany, England 

and France (Reformed Churches there). ♦ 
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