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We turn this month to Psalter 248 which is a versification of the first eight verses of Psalm 91. This 

Psalter is entitled Overshadowing Protection which reflects the emphasis of this Psalm. We are 

reminded that though troubles beset us on many sides God will always be our protector. We also see in 

this Psalm the truth that God not only protects His people but also punishes the wicked. 

This Psalter versification begins by speaking of those who find abode in the dwelling place of God. 

The secret places of God are our hiding place, which means that the enemy cannot find us in this place 

of safety. One of the ways in which we enter this secret place is through prayer to God. This is our time 

alone with our almighty God and protector. A time when we can talk to our Heavenly Father and no one 

else knows what is said. Although God calls us to pray to Him in thankfulness, it is also through this 

time in prayer that we sense the overshadowing protection of our Father. 

This Psalm goes on to lead us to confess that we put our trust in God not just in any God but in “My 

God”. He is our refuge and our stay in all the troubles that surround us in this world. To whom can we 

flee but to the rock and fortress. The word “fortress” leads us to think of something that is impregnable. 

The foe cannot overcome us or bring us low. We have learned that this fortress is found in the living 

God. We put our trust in Him to protect us from the enemy. No enemy can defeat the living God. We 

seem to have great difficulty putting our trust in God and we constantly want to go it alone. What a 

wonderful truth that God will not forsake us but always protect us. 

God will keep His people from the snare of the fowler. We can think of the fowlers net as a trap set 

for us by the devil to ensnare us, but God will protect us from this snare. Our God will sovereignly 

keep His people and turn the evils for our good as He did for Joseph. We read of this in Genesis 50:20 

“But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this 

day, to save much people alive.” The attacks of the enemy can be out in the open but most often the 

trap is set and we do not even notice it until we are in it. We know that our God will protect us and keep 

us from becoming ensnared. 

God protects His people under the safety of His wings. This idea is that of a very gentle protection. 

We think of how a mother bird protects her young under her wings so that the enemy cannot so much 

as touch them. God likewise keeps us under His wings so that the enemy cannot get to us. As the wings 

of a bird offer a gentle protection for the young, so also God in love gently protects His people. We feel 

the safety of this protection when in difficulties. We know that God will always be with us and this 

gives us the confidence to continue. God is ever faithful and in this faithfulness leads them in the right 

path. At times we feel that we have taken the wrong path but in confidence we know that this is God’s 

path and it is right for us. 

This Psalm and Psalter versification goes onto speak of many of the ways in which we may be 

attacked. It speaks of terrors in the night, for often times we fear what may befall us in the dark. We are 

reminded that God never forsakes us in the night in Proverbs 3:24. “When thou best down, thou shalt 

not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.” Nor are we to fear the arrow that 

flies by day, nor the pestilence that is in the darkness, nor destruction at noonday. This protection of 

God encompasses all times for we are never left exposed to the enemy. 

This part of the Psalm concludes by speaking of God punishing the enemy. Thousands of the enemy 

shall die but God’s people remain unharmed. This does not necessarily mean no physical harm but 

spiritual harm. No enemy can take us from our God’s protecting care and cast us to eternal fire. We are 

confident of this protection because we know and trust in the doctrine of the preservation of the saints. 

We read of this in many passages of Scripture such as: Psalm 37:28, Jeremiah 32:40, John 10:27-29 

and Romans 8:35-39. We know that the reward of the wicked is eternal damnation but that the 

righteous shall reign forever with Christ in Heaven. We look forward to that day when God’s justice 



will be seen by all. When we sing this Psalter versification may we find comfort in the truth of God’s 

sovereign protection of His people. ❖ 
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