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We can picture this man referred to in Proverbs 21:17. He spends nearly every penny he has in the 

pursuit of pleasure. He lives far beyond his means. He cashes his paycheck on Friday and by Monday it 

is spent with little or no money left for the necessities of the week. His house is falling apart in 

disrepair. His car barely starts in the morning as he hurries off to work. He does not seem to care that 

his personal appearance is slovenly and that he lives a disorganized lifestyle. 

Money is not this man’s problem. He makes more than an adequate wage. His problem is that he 

spends his money and extra time foolishly in the pursuit of pleasure. He has given himself over to the 

pursuit of it, and consequently he is brought to poverty. He has nothing to show for his work. He is 

poor. This is indeed the sad reality for many in our own country. 

But the spiritual reality which Proverbs 21:17 brings to our attention is more sad. It is one thing to 

be brought to poverty of things physical because of poor stewardship of time and money. It is quite 

another to be wanting of things spiritual. Spiritual poverty is indeed a very bad state to be in. What is 

even more sad is that those who are living in a state of spiritual poverty usually are quite unaware of 

their condition. In their own mind they are quite well off. They see no reason to be worried. They are 

quite content in their present state of want. They continue to rush headlong in their pursuit of pleasure 

despite the fact that they are living in abject spiritual poverty. 

In II Timothy 3:1 we read that “in the last days perilous times shall come.” Beginning in verse 2 we 

have a description of what men will be like during the end times. Immediately in verse 2 we read that 

“men shall be lovers of their own selves.” Later in the same description we read that the same men will 

be “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power 

thereof ’ (verses 4 & 5). 

Both Proverbs 21:17 and II Timothy 3 contain very important instruction for us regarding how we 

ought to view pleasure and the spiritual consequences of the pursuit of pleasure. By pleasure seeking 

we do not mean a temporary break from our God-given labors so that we may enjoy some worthwhile 

recreation and a break from the demands of our work. By pleasure seeking we mean what is called “the 

ethical doctrine of hedonism.” A hedonist, according to The American Heritage Dictionary (1982 

Second College Edition), is “one who holds that pleasure is the chief good.” And if we define pleasure 

as “self-gratification” and “self-indulgence” a clear picture is painted for us of a pleasure seeker. He is 

a self-lover (II Tim. 3:2,5). His chief concern in life is not self-denial and submission to God’s will, but 

self-indulgence and the pursuit of his own will. This is the pleasure seeker that will exist in the perilous 

last days. This is the pleasure seeker that will be in the church, “having a form of godliness, but 

denying the power thereof’ (II Tim. 3:5). This is the pleasure seeker which is held in high esteem by 

many in the church, but is labeled a “poor man” by God’s Word. 

By a “poor man” we mean someone who is so given over to the “tasting” of the delights of this 

world that he has lost his appetite for things spiritual. His belly is so full of the things which this world 

holds out as fun and worthwhile that he has no room in it for things heavenly and spiritual. When he 

schedules his time for the days and weeks to come, the first dates to be reserved on the calendar are the 

various pleasures he will seek. If there are any important obligations or responsibilities of a spiritual 

nature, there will be time for them also, if they don’t interfere with the pleasure. 

By nature, all of us, young and old, desire the pleasures of Egypt above the true riches which are to 

be found in the promised land. This is because of our sin. Apart from God’s grace we would live out of 

the principle of the old man. And that old man is a self-lover, self-exalter, and a God-hater. That old 

man desires the pleasures of this world above all else. That old man hates everything that is spiritually 

edifying and has no use for submission to the will of God. 



But by grace, we live out of the principle of the new man. This means that we have “a sincere joy 

of heart in God, through Christ, and with love and delight to live according to the will of God in all 

good works” (Catechism, Q & A 90). Really, living out of the principle of the new man means that we, 

above all other things, love God! Knowing God and submitting to His will becomes our chief good. 

This is the exact opposite of what it is to be a pleasure seeker. God-love is the exact opposite of self-

love and self- seeking. Seeking to know God and submitting to His will is the exact opposite of seeking 

the things of the world and advancing our own will. We have this idea set plainly before us in I John 

2:15-17 where we read: Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 

of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, 

and the lust thereof: but he that doeth THE WILL OF GOD abideth for ever. 

It is evident that a child of God cannot be a lover of this world and at the same time submit to the 

will of God. For one who submits to the will of God puts off the “lusts of the flesh, and the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life.” He seeks not the approval of the worldlings around him, but he covets the 

approval of God. He seeks not to exalt his own name and trumpet his accomplishments after the 

manner of the worldly, but he knows that his exaltation in Christ comes in the way of lowliness, 

submission and obedience to God. 

The way of submission and obedience is indeed a very hard road to travel, especially in these end 

times. This world has so much to offer which appeals to our old man of sin. The affluence of our day 

only adds to the temptations which surround us. The young people in the church have both extra time 

and money like never before and the world demands that it be spent in the pursuit of pleasure. “Come 

join us in our fun. Get out of your homes, away from your parents. We have everything you could 

possibly need or want; a good time, no responsibilities, no drudgery. It’s all yours, if you just come 

along with us!” 

Even more inviting is the fact that pleasure seeking has entered the very worship of God in many 

false and departing churches. These churches have cast aside God-centered worship and set up man- 

centered entertainment. There is no sound preaching, singing of Psalms, or prayer, but rather very 

worldly dancing, dramas, and concerts. And all of these vile activities are geared towards the young 

people of the church, with great pressure being put upon faithful Reformed young people to join these 

churches. 

But there is another area where the world beckons us to come and join them in their pleasures. It is 

an area of great danger to both adults and young people alike. It is an activity which has been labeled as 

“educational” and is heralded as a “great teacher,” but must be understood for what it is. It is an activity 

which has a legitimate use, but when misused is a threat to the spiritual life of individuals, families, and 

the church. This we will, Lord willing, examine next time. ♦♦♦ 
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