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It is fitting that we think of the Immutability of God as we go through this year. Many things have 

happened in the world during the past year and many things have changed. There has been economic, 

social and political change. Every day brings more news of great changes that affect all our lives. 

Political changes and war have redrawn the boundaries of nations, destroyed nations, and created 

nations. Here in Northern Ireland, where we live, there has been talk of great changes that may affect 

our very existence as a country. Some speak of political betrayal, others of a possible solution to our 

troubles. Which, if either, will it be? 

Even in the church there have been changes. The love of many has waxed cold. Iniquity abounds 

(Matt. 24:10-12). More and more the faithful church appears to be “a besieged city” (Is. 1:8). Things, at 

least for the present, do not bode well for the church of Jesus Christ. 

In our families many of us have experienced great changes also, not all of them pleasant. For some 

there has been happiness and health, marriage and children, success and well-being. But for others 

there has been loss and trouble. Some of us still mourn loved ones who have died. Some have endured 

grievous trials. For some there has been suffering and pain. 

What will another year bring? No one knows, though many think themselves prophets. Only of this 

can we be certain, that another year will bring even more change and decay, for the world in which we 

live is still the same old world of sin and death. 

But God does not change! That is what His IMMUTABILITY means. He cannot change. He is 

“JEHOVAH who changes not” (Mai. 3:6), “the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 

shadow of turning” (Jas. 1:17). 

He has not changed His purpose and plan for all things. He still unchangeably wills the salvation of 

His people. Nor has He changed in power, so that He is no longer the Almighty, the sovereign God of 

heaven and earth. He still controls and directs all things (Ps. 115:3), including everything that happens 

to us. 

Above all He has not changed in His love and grace. He has not forgotten or forsaken us, even 

when it seems so to us. Especially of that we can be sure because our Lord Jesus, the One through 

Whom our immutable God reveals Himself, is “the SAME, yesterday, today and forever” (Heb. 13:8). 

Is it not wonderfully comforting to know that our God does not change? In Him, through the 

unchangeable Jesus, we rest. ❖ 
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