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This is the first of a few articles on the subject of antithetical dating and marriage. We use the word 

antithetical frequently, and it is important that we know what that word means. It means the exact 

opposite. So by using the word antithetical, we mean to say that our view of both marriage and dating 

is the exact opposite of that of the world. We maintain marriage to be a lifelong bond, a bond 

established by God and broken only by God through death. The world speaks of marriage as an 

institution of man, that can be broken at man’s will. We see dating as leading up to and preparing for 

marriage. The world sees dating as merely a game, a time to enjoy and fulfill the lusts of the flesh 

before one must settle down and become married. On this subject, just as on all other subjects, our view 

and the world’s view are directly opposed to one another. 

We consider marriage first, because a godly marriage is the goal. If you are dating, you should be 

dating someone you believe you could actually marry. You should be dating someone out of a desire to 

get to know that person better, in order that you might know whether it is indeed the will of God for 

you to marry him or her. But to make that kind of a decision, one must be certain he understands what 

the covenant bond of marriage really is. 

 

The Covenant Bond of Marriage 
Marriage is a picture of the covenant bond of friendship between Christ and His church. This is a 

very important point, which must be clearly understood. Because the covenant is friendship, and 

because marriage is a covenant bond, what a man and a woman of God will experience when they are 

drawn together by God is a very intimate friendship. When you meet the man or the woman that God 

would have you to marry, you will normally experience a bond of friendship that is far more intimate 

than you have experienced before. That is one of the ways God shows you that this is the one God has 

for you to marry. 

The covenant bond of marriage is a very intimate bond. It is so intimate that the two actually 

become one flesh. This becoming of one flesh refers to more than the bodily union of the sexual 

relationship. It refers to being one in both body and soul. It refers to having one mind and one will, and 

together living one life. This indicates how important it is that the husband and wife be spiritually like-

minded in Jesus Christ. They must have the same faith. They must have the same love for the truth, and 

the same hatred for the lie. 

 

The First Marriage 
We can learn a lot about marriage by considering the first marriage. In the second chapter of 

Genesis we read that God created the woman to be an help meet for her husband. That she was to be an 

help meet for her husband means that she was to be an helper perfectly suited for her husband. God 

showed Adam that he needed such a helper by having him name the animals. While he was naming 

these animals he noticed that they were all paired, the male and its female. This made him recognize 

that he was incomplete, for there was not a mate for him. Then, after Adam recognized his need for a 

wife, the Lord brought him a wife, a wife formed and built out of his own rib. 

This teaches us some important things. First, it teaches us that God is the One Who brings to a man 

his wife. This is always the case. When two people get married, it is because God sovereignly brought 

the woman to the man. Secondly, just as Adam first recognized his need for a wife before God gave 

him a wife, so the believing young man as he matures spiritually is made to recognize his need for a 

wife before God brings him the woman that is perfectly suited for him. When God brings to a man the 



woman He would have him to marry, the man recognizes this, even as Adam did. Not perfectly and not 

immediately, but he does recognize this. He does not realize it at the very moment he sets his eyes on 

her. But God works in him and causes him to see this in time, sometimes in a rather short period of 

time. The realization of this does not end when the two get married. In fact, the longer a believing 

husband is married, the more he will recognize that God has brought to him the very woman he needs. 

 

The Lifelong Bond of Marriage 
This very intimate bond of marriage is also a lifelong bond. Almost nobody is willing to confess 

that anymore. And yet it is true. Just as the covenant that God has made with us is unbreakable, so the 

marriage of a husband and wife is unbreakable in this life. God is the One Who forms the bond, and 

God is the only One Who can break the bond, which He does at death. Scripture states this very clearly, 

as for example in Romans 7:2, where God says the wife is “bound by the law to her husband so long as 

he liveth.” 

The world says that in most cases the husband and wife should not break the bond of marriage. The 

truth is that the husband and wife cannot break the bond of marriage. It is not possible. When a man 

and a woman utter their marriage vows and become married, they are bound to one another for life. 

Even a biblical divorce does not dissolve the marriage bond. It is true that Scripture speaks of 

divorce being allowed for fornication, but such a divorce is not a dissolving of the marriage bond. This 

is a crucially important point. That is why someone who is divorced and remarried while his or her 

original spouse is still living is committing adultery. That is also why such an adulterous marriage must 

be broken off, even if the couple has had children. 

The truth of the lifelong marriage bond is hated by the world, but is for us a source of great 

comfort. It assures us that we will remain married to Christ as long as we live, which means forever 

and ever; for the life we have in our heart is the everlasting life of heaven. This is the life of the 

covenant we will forever experience, as we forever live with our God, our Husband and our Friend. ❖ 
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