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There are two dangers that we, as faithful witnesses of God, can fall into regarding our confession 

before men. The first danger is that we rarely or never confess God before men. The second is that we 

“cast our pearls before swine” by unwisely speaking of the holy things of God before vile men when 

we ought to be holding our tongues. These are the two extremes, and God’s Word warns us that we are 

to avoid both of them. 

When we remember the work of the Spirit and that it is He who presents the opportunity for our 

confession, gives us the words we must speak, and makes the witness bear the fruit which He has 

providentially intended, then we will have a better understanding concerning our confession: to whom 

we must speak, when to speak, and what we must speak. 

It is important that we understand the seriousness of our confession. God’s Word tells us that we are 

to confess God before men. In Matt. 10:32, in Jesus’ instruction to His disciples, we read, “Whosoever 

therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.” 

And this confession of God before men must start at a young age and manifests itself in very young 

believing children. Dr. Abraham Kuyper writes in his book, The Implications of Public Confession: 
 

Indeed, confession begins early. It comes to expression in the 

schoolboy who hears his Jesus insulted by one of his associates. 

He objects to that insult. He simply refuses to be told such things. 

His fellows tease him, of course, and mock him, but, even though 

he is buffeted and beaten, he perseveres in his confession. Such 

occasions are presented to children— in school, on the streets, at 

their games—and they should rise to them. Baptized children must 

be Jesus’ children, and must be indignant when any disparage the 

Saviour they love. Confession begins as early as that; and those 

early confessions sometimes cost more of sacrifice and of tears 

than does the public confession in the church (pg. 19) Zondervan 

Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI (1934). 
 

God’s Word in many places tells us that one of the fruits of our faith will be that we speak the word 

of God. This is the idea we have in Psalm 116:10a which reads, “I believed, therefore have I spoken.” It 

is not the case, as John Calvin points out in his commentary on this verse, that faith remains 

“inoperative in the heart.” Rather, this faith will “of necessity manifest itself’ with an outward 

confession. We cannot help but speak that which we believe by faith in our hearts. And it is important 

to understand this believing and speaking in the proper order. First we believe and then we speak. The 

child of God speaks only of those things on which he has meditated and knows for a truth by faith in 

his heart. 

We have the same idea found in Romans 10:8-10. In verse 10 we read, “For with the heart man 

believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Our confession 

will proceed from our mouths when our hearts are filled with God’s Word. It can be no other way. We 

must not underestimate the importance of our confession. It is not something that is optional, and 

proceeds from some, but not all children of God. Those who claim to be children of God, but do not 

confess God before men, create doubts about the condition of their hearts. According to James 2:17 

theirs is a dead faith because it has no works. 



Having established that every true child of God does confess his faith before men, we must 

understand what God’s Word says as to the appropriate time of speaking our confession before men. 

Knowing when to speak requires wisdom. Nowhere in Scriptures will we find instruction to speak 

indiscriminately and haphazardly. Nor will we find instruction that we are to be speaking to anyone and 

everyone. There is a time to speak and a time to remain silent. Likewise, there are those to whom we 

must speak and those to whom we may no longer speak. Two verses which ought to guide us in our 

speaking are Ecclesiastes 3:7 and Matthew 7:6. 

Ecclesiastes 3:7 reads, “A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to 

speak.” Matthew 7:6 reads, “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls 

before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.” 

We must speak when we are asked for the reason of the hope that is in us (I Peter 3:15). We must 

speak when we are asked, as Daniel’s three friends were, why we don’t worship the many gods of 

men’s imaginations (Daniel 3:13-18). We must speak when someone brings into question the doctrines 

which we believe and confess or when someone speaks belittling words about the truths of the gospel 

in our presence (Acts 24:10-15; Acts 24:24,25; Acts 26:1-6). 

There are also times when we are to withhold our speech and refrain from giving that which is holy 

to dogs. The “dogs” and “swine” of Matthew 7:6 we must understand to be those who have an open 

hatred for God and a contempt for His Word. These are not merely people who we think are hardened 

and incurable, but those who have plainly manifested themselves to be haters of God. These “dogs” and 

“swine” go to great lengths to despise God and make it their profession to mock and damage (if they 

could) the cause of God. It is before these types that we are to withhold our confession. To speak before 

them is to profane the holy things of God. 

Further instruction on our confession is to be found in Matthew 10:17-20. In these verses Jesus’ 

disciples are receiving instruction concerning their future mission work and the many trials they would 

face. In verses 17 and 18 they are warned to “beware of men.” There would be those who would 

severely persecute the disciples and bring them before governors and kings for Christ’s sake and for a 

testimony against the Gentiles. Then, in verses 19 and 20 they are given a beautiful promise: “But 

when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in the 

same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh 

in you.” This promise is to us also. God, will by His Spirit bring His Word to remembrance that we 

may confess Him before men. John Calvin in his commentary on this passage writes that it is the 

“power of the Holy Spirit, who forms and guides the tongues of believers to a sincere confession of 

their faith.” 

Knowing exactly what to say in every situation when we are required to give our confession is also 

a matter which requires great wisdom. Every situation presents different difficulties and often we must 

answer various lies. It is obvious to a Reformed Christian that our confession must be the truth of the 

Word of God. Beyond that, it must be the truth confessed distinctly as possible and as summarized in 

our creeds. When we make public confession of faith before the church we take an oath that we 

“acknowledge the doctrine contained in the Old and New Testaments and in the Articles of the 

Christian faith and taught here in this Christian Church to be the true and complete doctrine of 

salvation.” Further, we resolve “by the grace of God to adhere to this doctrine; to reject all heresies 

repugnant thereto and to lead a new, godly life.” These words have many implications regarding the 

answer we give of the hope that is in us. 

First, it is not sufficient that we confess only a few basic and general truths found in God’s Word. 

Many Arminians would readily agree with all of what we confess. Rather, we must confess the truths of 

Scriptures that the Holy Spirit has lead the true Reformed Churches to develop and as they have been 

summarized in the Three Forms of Unity. These three creeds positively and distinctively develop the 

truths of the Bible we hold dear, and they sharply condemn deadly lies which have infected many we 

will encounter. 



Second, it is not sufficient that we speak only of a few truths which we believe without condemning 

the lie which we are confronting. When we make public confession of our faith we vow to “reject all 

heresies repugnant” to true doctrine. To “reject” a heresy means not only a positive affirmation of the 

truth, but a sharp and vigorous condemning of the lie in whatever form it may take. This applies not 

only to what we confess, but also to the whole of our walk. There is nothing more disgusting in the 

sight of God than someone who speaks the “truth” with his lips, but lives the lie. Our walk must always 

mirror our confession. 

Third, our confession must be the same confession of doctrine which the church has in common. By 

our common confession we show that we are of the same mind and judgment and exhibit the unity that 

is to be found in the church. We read in I Cor. 1:10, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that 

ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” Similarly we read in 

Philippians 3:16, “Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us 

mind the same thing.” We are not free to have our own pet confession in which we state things the way 

we think they should be, but our confession is the confession which God has led His true church to 

believe. By doing so we manifest the unity of the church as she is united in a common confession. 

When we confess the truth distinctly and condemn the lie sharply before those whom God has 

brought unto our path, we will no doubt cause divisions. In fact, we must beware when all men speak 

well of us, for this suggests that little of our confession has reached them or that it is weak This is the 

testimony of God’s Word. But, we are not to be discouraged when we are reproached for our faithful 

confession, for the faithful witnesses of God have a great reward. Before God our names will be 

confessed by Christ in heaven (Matt. 10:32, Luke 12:8). 

Thy promised mercies send to me, 

Thy great salvation Lord; 

So shall I answer those who scoff; 

My trust is in Thy word. 

 

My hope is in Thy judgment, Lord; 

Take not Thy truth from me, 

And in Thy law for evermore  

My daily walk shall be. 

 

And I will walk at liberty  

Because Thy truth I seek; 

Thy truth before the kings of earth  

With boldness I will speak. 

 

The Lord’s commands, which I have loved,  

Shall still new joy impart; 

With rev’rence I will hear Thy laws  

And keep them in my heart. 

Psalter 326, verses 1-4 ❖ 
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