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Dear Editor, 

I have recently read the April 1999 copy of the Beacon Lights in my parent’s house. One article that 

I found very interesting was the one written by Kristin Brands, “In the Beauty of Holiness.” 

After reading this particular article, I was very disturbed with what Kristin, and assumably the 

people who published this magazine believe about worshipping God. Correct me if I am wrong. Kristin 

wrote that the Bible must be the central part of your worship, and that you do not tolerate worship 

which He has not commanded. You believe that God commands you to come before Him, worship 

Him, bow down and kneel before Him (95:6) but you believe that God forbids His children to clap, 

shout, dance and sing before Him. Is there a possibility that you have missed Psalm 150? 

“Praise ye the LORD! 

Praise God in His sanctuary; 

Praise Him in the firmament of His power  

Praise Him for His might acts: 

Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!  

Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; 

Praise Him with the psaltery and the harp! 

Praise Him with the timbrel and dance: 

Praise Him with stringed instruments and organs!  

Praise Him upon the loud cymbals; 

Praise Him upon the high sounding cymbals. 

Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!” 

or Psalm 33: 3: “Sing unto him a new song, play skilfully with a loud noise.” or Psalm 47:1, 2: O clap 

your hands, all ye people, shout to God with the voice of triumph. For the LORD most high is terrible, 

he is a great King over all the earth.” I also lift up my hands to God in submission, repentance, praise 

and prayer, Lamentations 3:40-42: “Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the LORD. Let us 

lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens.” and Psalm 63:3,4: “Because thy loving 

kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my 

hands in thy name.” 

I Timothy 2:8: “I will therefore, that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands without wrath and 

doubting...” 

Psalm 141:2: “Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as 

the evening sacrifice.” 

Nehemiah 8:6: “And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, 

Amen! with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their 

faces to the ground.” 

There are so many more passages in reference to praising God, that I am in awe of how much He 

really has provided for His children in reference to worship. We were created for worship! When I am 

worshipping God with my fellow believers, I cannot contain my thankfulness for what God has done in 

sending His Son, Jesus, to die...for me. I am in awe because I do not deserve it. Every step of my life, 

God has lead me, and when I read this article that said the way I worship is shallow, and suggests that 

God has not introduced it, I couldn’t help but respond. I was offended to hear that I thought of God as a 

cream puff and big buddy. God IS, however, my Father in Heaven and I sincerely believe that as my 

Father, He loves it when His name is praised, whether it be through contemporary styles of worship or 

any other ways that humans worship their creator. I do not doubt that you do indeed worship God, but 

when your judgment on worship is condemning me, and anyone else who worships according to what I 



read in the Psalms, I need to hold you accountable to that. Matthew 7:1-2 “Judge not that ye be not 

judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged, and with what measure ye mete, it shall 

be measured to you again.” 

I do ask you one question. If you believe the Bible, why don’t you practice it in its entirety? I know 

you do not bow down on your knees in worship, and I know you do not lift up your hands to God in 

worship. Where is your acceptance of God’s leading us in worship when you openly criticize and 

condemn churches who have returned to the heart of worship? It’s all about God and what He has 

commanded. He has created humans with deeply felt emotions and to worship Him IS to bow down 

before Him with everything He has created in us as humans, emotions included. If I came into His 

presence without my emotions, I would not be human!!! Do you follow God’s instructions in their 

entirety or in part? 

I am praying for your denomination AND mine that we both see God’s leading, and hear His voice 

in every matter, including worship. 

Please respond if God puts it in your heart to do so. 

In Christ, 

A child of the King 

 

 

Response 

 

Dear Robyn, 

I appreciate your Scripture-backed argument. The article to which you responded was critical of 

contemporary forms of worship that includes shouting, dancing, clapping, and singing. You point out 

with numerous texts that the worship by the people of God recorded in Scripture includes shouting, 

singing, dancing, and clapping. You conclude that the author of the article and the “Beacon Lights” 

staff are ignorant of what God says about worship and are judging contemporary worship unfairly. 

You raise a very important question: “If you believe the Bible, why don’t you practice it in its 

entirety?” I agree wholeheartedly that we must never pick and choose whatever passages of Scripture 

happen to suit our style and reject the rest. You are indeed called by God to show us what you perceive 

as our mistake. 

We are not convinced, however, that we are in error. I would like to show you first why we are so 

alarmed when we encounter contemporary worship. Then I want to show you how we interpret, in light 

of some New Testament passages, the passages you quoted on worship. And finally I want to defend 

our position and the writer to whom you have responded. 

First of all it is essential to understand that God is not pleased with everything that man calls 

worship. This should make us very careful about how we worship God. You have criticized our 

position saying our worship is not full and complete, and that is one danger, but we must also recognize 

another danger of which God warns us—false worship; worship that is all show and worship that is 

different from what God commands. We read in Ezekiel 33:31-33 “And they come unto thee as the 

people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do 

them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness. And, lo, 

thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an 

instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not. And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will 

come,) then shall they know that a prophet hath been among them.” 

Again we read in Isaiah 1:13-15 “Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; 

the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the 

solemn meeting. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; 

I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, 

when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.” 



In the New Testament we hear the same thing: Jesus says to the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 

15:7-9, “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me 

with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do 

worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” 

The passages quoted above deal primarily with worship that does not come from the heart. The 

heart is something that only God can judge, but we can know what is in the heart when we observe 

whether or not one is obedient to God. If one loves the Lord, then he will obey the Word of God. If one 

worships God without paying close attention to what God teaches us about worship, then we show that 

we do not really love God. 

In this connection we must see that God is also angry with worship that is different from what God 

commands. Here are some examples of people with seemingly good intentions, but with disregard for 

God’s Word. God commanded that that ark of the covenant be carried only by the Levites, and when 

Uzzah touched it with good intentions, God killed him. (2 Samuel 6:6-7) When Korah and his company 

came to worship God as they pleased, God killed them as well. (Numbers 16). When Israel split from 

Judah, Jeroboam wanted to provide a new place for the people to worship Jehovah. We read in 1 Kings 

12:28-30 “Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too 

much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 

Egypt. And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the 

people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.” God was angry with him and everyone who 

followed after Jeroboam and his ideas. 

Certainly, we want to be careful to worship God rightly. This was also the desire of Reformers such 

as John Calvin and Martin Luther. These men and some others of their time searched the Scriptures to 

provide some guidelines for church worship and these guidelines have been precious to Reformed 

churches ever since. These men took into consideration the whole counsel of God and kept in mind that 

the Church grows from a child in the Old Testament to an adult in the New Testament. 

The worship God demands of the New Testament church is described clearly in the New Testament 

and the basic principles are in perfect harmony with the Old Testament. Christ declared in John 4:23-24 

“But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 

truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 

worship him in spirit and in truth.” By “spirit” we understand that worship must arise out of a heart 

made new in Christ. Worship that is done “in truth” is worship according to God’s written revelation in 

Scripture. 

You have set forth a number of texts from Scripture that reveal the people of God clapping, singing, 

dancing, shouting, raising their hands, and bowing in worship to God. We do not deny that all these 

actions and more can be acts of worship to God, but our point is that God is pleased to include only 

some of these things in the corporate worship of His people in Church. David danced before the Lord 

when the ark came to Jerusalem, but God did not instruct the priests and people did not dance and clap 

when they performed the worship exercises of the Old Testament. We need to make a distinction 

between public and private worship. 

In addition to the distinction between public and private worship, we must remember that Christ’s 

coming rendered the Levitical priesthood and all the ceremonies obsolete (Hebrews 5:6 and 7:12). The 

question we need to answer then is “what remains of the Old Testament instruction and how is it more 

fully developed in the New Testament?” All the references you made to worship came from the Old 

Testament with the exception of 1 Timothy 2:8. Let us take a look at some more New Testament 

passages that speak of the worship by the organized church. 

When Christ sent out the apostles he told them “observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 

you.” (Matthew 28:20). When they went to establish churches, they “continued steadfastly in the 

apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). One 

foundational element of worship that carries through from the OT is the reading and exposition of the 



scriptures (Acts 15:21 cf. II Cor. 3:15). Jesus went about teaching and preaching the gospel (Matt. 9:35) 

and likewise the apostles (Acts 5:42, 15:35, 20:7 and many other passages). Reading God’s Word and 

listening to Him speak through sound preaching is at the heart of worship. 

We must hear the gospel preached before we respond in our praise. It is true that the church has 

abundant reason to clap, shout for joy, sing, and pray if the only words preached are these: “Jesus died 

for our sins,” but the NT pattern makes it clear that God wants His people to spend most of their time in 

church listening to Him speak. If the sermon is very short, shallow, or missing, then public worship is 

seriously distorted. 

The other elements of worship that God ordains are closely tied to hearing the Word of God. God 

also wills for His people to gather in fellowship when they hear the Word and worship (Hebrews 10:24-

25). This is necessary to hear a preacher that has been called. God also is pleased to see His people 

working together in love and fellowship as the body of Christ. See also Romans 12:4-5; Acts 14:21-23; 

Acts 2:4; and I Corinthians 12:12). 

God has given the church two visible, tangible signs that compliment the Word preached to teach us 

the truths of the covenant: the Lord’s Supper and Baptism. Thus the sacraments belong to public 

worship. See Matthew 26:26-27; Acts 2:42; Matthew 28:19-20 and other texts. 

From many other passages, we read that God has given to His people two ways to respond in public 

worship to His Word of salvation: singing psalms and praying. (Col. 3:16; Acts 4:24-31, etc.) Again in 

harmony with all the other instruction God’s gives for worship, these things also are subject to 

guidelines. Knowing our sinful natures, we must realize that even our best attempts to worship God are 

tainted with sin and we are prone to corrupt worship. When Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he 

admonished them for their free-style worship. Things were getting out of hand. The people were doing 

whatever they felt best and their worship was chaos. (I Cor. 14:26, 33, 40). 

In response to some of the specific things you mentioned: we do not clap or dance in worship 

because these things are not part of the corporate worship God has revealed for His church. Even so we 

do not condemn one who is so filled with joy at the preaching or reading of the Word that she claps or 

dances for joy on the way home. We do sing Psalms in worship and pray. We love Psalm 150 and 

believe that all creation praises God, but we do not take all these things into public worship. Some of 

the specific things mentioned in Psalm 150 were specific acts of worship that God gave to the priests of 

the OT, but not to the NT (just like animal sacrifices have been replaced by the one and only sacrifice 

of Christ.) 

You write “He loves it when His name is praised, whether it be through contemporary styles of 

worship or any other ways that humans worship their creator.” It must be added: “in harmony with 

God’s Word.” Saul also thought that he could please God with worship by making a sacrifice, but 

Samuel said to Him “Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy 

God, which he commanded thee: for now would the Lord have established thy kingdom upon Israel 

forever.” 1 Samuel 13:13 

Many contemporary styles of worship are designed to be exciting and invigorating for the people. 

This is no secret. I can see why it would be difficult to condemn it because it is something we like. 

Many of the elements of contemporary worship are carefully crafted by professional worship directors 

who are skilled in psychology but, I fear, do not take seriously God’s warnings against false worship. I 

fear that most of the excitement felt at a contemporary worship service is generated not by a clear 

understanding of the gospel, but rather by the high-tech sound system and other man-made elements. 

How sad it is when people are deceived into thinking they are worshiping when really they are 

controlled by their own emotions. Such can easily become self-worship. 

Certainly, we worship God with our emotions as well, but emotions must be governed by an 

obedient mind. God gave us His Word to read and the Holy Spirit to work in harmony with that Word. 

If what we want and feel is not in harmony with the Word of God, then we can not attribute it to the 

work of the Holy Spirit. Knowing God must come first. We only begin to know God on this earth, and 



we will grow in our knowledge forever in heaven. Our praise for God must always be the result of our 

knowing God. If we spend all our time expressing our emotions, our joy, our feelings, our gladness, 

then we will not grow in our knowledge either and our worship becomes vain repetitions. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

John Huizenga ♦ 
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