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Recently I received a letter concerning the correctness of a devotional that I wrote for April 23, 

1999. I appreciated the letter because first of all I never wish to incorrectly represent the cause of God 

and His Son. Secondly, I appreciate it because this helps me to know that I am not writing to a vacuum. 

I quote the whole devotional in order that you may read what I wrote for that day. 

 

April 23 Read Philippians 2:5-11 
Psalm 91:14 In this Psalm there seems to be a change in who is addressed. In the first part of the 

Psalm it is the child of God. In the second part it is Christ. Christ loved His heavenly Father. He loved 

Him so much that He obeyed Him and walked on this earth giving Himself on the cross. He gave up all 

that He had in heaven, emptied Himself of His divinity, and came to suffer on this earth. What was 

God’s response? He set Him at His right hand in heaven. Do we obey our heavenly Father? Do we 

willingly walk the way He has ordained for us? Do we confess His name among all kinds of people? 

Let us do this as we dwell in His secret place, and let us live the life of the confidence of faith. Sing 

Psalter 249:4. 

 

The statement that was questioned was the following. “He gave up all that He had in heaven, 

emptied Himself of His divinity, and came to suffer on this earth.” It was the second part especially that 

our reader questioned: emptied Himself of His divinity. The reader correctly quotes from Belgic 

Confession of Faith article 19. “But in the meantime the divine nature always remained united with the 

human even when He lay in the grave.” My statement indicates that Christ put His divinity away. That 

of course can never be. The meaning that I wished to convey to you was that Christ suppressed His 

divinity in order to take upon Himself our sins. Christ was truly God while on this earth. Of that there 

can be no doubt. I apologize for my incorrect statement and ask that this explanation serve the cause of 

Christ. I also wish to once again thank our reader for writing with his concerns. 

In Christ, 

Skip Hunter 
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