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There was something about the school setting that immediately called out to me, loud and clear. I’m 

not exactly sure what it was that ignited my interest; kindergarten is always a staggering, monumental 

event for a child. It could have been anything from those wonderful monkey bars on the playground to 

the mesmerizing teaching style of my teacher, Mrs. Huisken. I do not know what was tugging at me, 

but something about the classroom fascinated me from the start, causing me to argue endlessly with my 

sister over who would teach kindergarten when we grew older. 

Although I was not always brave enough to admit it, I had a fantastic time at school. Naturally, I put 

two and two together and decided that becoming a teacher would guarantee a lifetime of fun for me. 

However, as the years fell like dominoes behind me, I realized how naive I had been. Discovering how 

truly significant the job of a teacher really is, I learned that teaching isn’t all fun and games. Something 

far more meaningful is at stake. I came to understand that teachers must behave as role models, and 

more importantly, Christian role models. Teachers must always bear this in mind at school, not only 

during devotions and Bible class, but just as importantly while teaching the subjects that are not as 

obviously Christ-centered. This must also carry through outside the classroom and away from school. 

Teachers, and all Christians for that matter, must remember that they are in the world, not of the world. 

What does it mean to be a Christian teacher? I’ve often asked myself this complex question. After 

sweating over it for quite some time, I have concluded that there are three important steps used by God 

to mold a Christian teacher. First of all, one must know, believe,  and live what it is to be a Christian. 

Lord’s Day XII, question and answer 32, in the Heidelberg Catechism defines for us what it means to 

be a Christian:... “a member of Christ by faith, and thus am partaker of his anointing; that so I may 

confess his name, and present myself a living sacrifice of thankfulness to him: and also that with a free 

and good conscience I may fight against sin and Satan in this life; and afterwards reign with him 

eternally, over all creatures.” Secondly, one must know, or be willing to learn, how to teach. Finally, 

one must be able to blend the first two steps together and, by the grace of God, be able to teach in a 

Christian way. A gifted Christian teacher must be able to give Christian instruction to his or her 

students in every area of life; not just while reading a passage from the Bible in the morning, not just 

while leading the class in prayer, not just by pounding theology into the students’ heads, but also while 

teaching the subjects of the world. One must never separate the honorable label of Christian from the 

occupation of teacher. Christianity applies to every aspect of our busy and complicated lives. 

Christian education is much more than devotions and Bible class. Christian education blankets an 

area thousands of miles larger than our tiny Protestant Reformed plot of land. What I mean by this is 

that Christian education must cover the same realm as public education. Both elementary and high 

school students must be knowledgeable about the world we live in—the world that God has given us. 

This is why Christian teachers must remember that we live in the world. We must not isolate ourselves 

from society and pretend that Covenant Christian High and our PR grade schools are invincible 

fortresses from the sinful world in which we live. We must not be religious separatists, keeping 

ourselves from the world like hermits in some desolate, uncharted wilderness. We must be able to get 

around in today’s world, both physically and mentally. 

As teachers and students we have to explore the same topics as the public school across the street, 

but in the light of God’s Word. In biology class, teachers should speak on Darwin and his theory of 

evolution. In English, teachers should discuss Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and their 



differing transcendental views of nature. In world history, teachers should emphasize the Nazis and the 

Holocaust that destroyed more than six million Jews. In geography, teachers should describe the 

different cultures of Asia and their differing religions: Buddhism, Shintoism, Hinduism, and so on. It is 

good for our students to go on field trips, to skip over to John Ball Zoo or to Cedar Point. Christians 

have to know about the world they live in. It is the profoundly important task of parents and teachers to 

prepare children for the shock of getting out into “the real world.” Students need to understand the 

ways of the world in order to deal with the world in later life. If our Christian education fails to cover 

the subjects of the world, the unprepared children of the church could be easily snatched from the 

church by the blood-smeared talons of this wicked world. This is why God uses teachers to prepare 

children for this battle of the antithesis. “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 

therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” Matthew 10:16 

Christian teachers must remember that we live in the world, but at the same time, it is even more 

important that they remember we are not of the world. Both students and teachers must remember that 

they are God’s special, chosen people. I Peter 2:9 reads: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people: that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” As Christians, wherever we go, we must be 

witnessing to the world who we are and Whom we stand for. Even though we live in the world, we 

must behave differently. We should want to behave differently. We should want to give gratitude to God 

for saving us from this terrible world of iniquity. 

In biology class, teachers must make it perfectly clear that Darwin’s evolution theory is an opinion 

of unbelief and a slap in the face of Christianity. With the help of God, teachers must pass out spiritual 

ammunition against evolution. In English class it should be pointed out that Emerson and Thoreau 

ventured from the Word of God and created their own Bible, calling it “nature.” In world history, the 

great stories of faith in the midst of the Holocaust and World War II should be told. God’s providence 

and the preservation of His saints throughout history should be described. In geography, the heathen 

religions of Asia and the rest of the world should be shot down in the light of God’s Word. On class 

trips, Christian students should be learning to witness to the rest of the world. In all of our Christian 

education, this world should be explored with God as our navigator. 

We are strangers in a strange land, merely passing through this world until that glorious day when 

God leads us to our home with Him. We must always be ready to deal with the world, to learn the 

things of this world with the Scriptures as our guide, and to witness to the world that we are in the 

world, not of the world. Christian teachers must remember this too. They must deal with a variety of 

different studies, but always keep in mind that God is the foundation of everything. We can be 

comforted by the words of Solomon in Proverbs 22:6 as we apply this: “Train up a child in the way he 

should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” ❖ 
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