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Last time we ended with our calling to “sanctify the Lord God in our hearts.” We emphasized that 

this is only done when we have a faith-wrought knowledge of God. When we know God, then can we 

give an answer to those who ask for the reason of the hope that is in us. 

It is folly to think that one can give an answer without really knowing God and without having 

applied himself to knowing God. Yet this is the thinking and practice of most so-called “witnesses.” It 

seems to be in style today that on Sunday one is converted and accepts Jesus as his Savior and on 

Monday he is out and about witnessing FOR God and bringing scores to accept Jesus as their Savior. 

(Today a convert, tomorrow a witness.) It typically happens in Arminian churches that a person, 

perhaps going to church for only the first or second time, gets caught up in an emotional appeal by the 

minister to accept Christ when offered. (Of course, this is not possible.) Upon doing so, this person is 

armed with a few Bible passages which “teach” that God loves all men and wants to save everyone. 

Further, he is reminded that the only way to be saved is to accept Christ and let Him into your heart. 

Again, a few verses ripped out of context can prove this “offer” and “acceptance” nicely. But that is 

beside the point, because true doctrine and knowledge of God are not necessary in order to witness 

FOR God. It is only important that as many people as possible are “confronted” with Christ and told 

that God loves them and wants to save them, if only they accept the offer. Such is the “witnessing” 

prevalent today among false and departing churches. But this is not the witnessing spoken of in God’s 

Word. 

The Reformed person looks at witnessing in a very different light, that of God’s Word. First, we 

must understand that we are faithful witnesses OF God by virtue of the fact that He has enlightened us 

with a spiritual knowledge of Him by His Spirit in our hearts. This faith- wrought knowledge affects 

our whole walk and confession. God changes us so that we no longer stumble in darkness, but walk in 

the light of His truth, and we speak words of truth. The more we know God, the more our walk and 

confession reflects His glorious perfections. 

Second, we must understand the important work of the Holy Spirit in relation to witnessing. It is 

His work! Don’t think for a minute that man has any power whatsoever of himself to walk a godly 

walk, speak words of truth, or bring a faithful witness that will bear fruit. It is the work of the Spirit 

from beginning to end. God by His Spirit witnesses through us. He gives the spiritual understanding 

necessary to know the truth. He puts the words we must speak in our mouths. Further, He presents both 

the opportunity and the occasion for witness. Finally, and most importantly, He is the One that makes 

the witness bear the fruit He has providentially intended. 

That the Spirit presents both the opportunity and occasion for witness must be understood. This is 

the context of I Peter 3:15. That one must be ready to give an answer presupposes that a question must 

first be asked. This is also the idea we have in Colossians 4:5,6, where we read, “Walk in wisdom 

toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with 

salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” 

The Apostle Paul, in his journeys, was asked to give an answer for the truth he preached on several 

occasions. In Acts 24:10-21, one of these incidences is recorded. Here we read, “Then Paul, after that 

the governor had beckoned him to speak, answered,... so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all 

things which are written in the law and the prophets: And have hope toward God...” (vs. 14,15). 

Another one of these occasions is presented for us in Acts 24:24,25, where we read, “And after certain 

days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him 

concerning the faith in Christ. And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, 

Felix trembled...” 



Yet another striking example of Paul giving an answer is found in the 26th chapter of Acts. Acts 26 

verses 1 and 6 read, “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul 

stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself:... And now I stand and am judged for the hope of 

the promise made of God unto our Fathers” (vs. 6). Interesting to note from verses 6 and 7 of this 

chapter is the word “hope.” Paul is giving an answer for the reason of the “hope” that is in him and for 

which “hope” he suffers persecution (I Peter 3:15). 

We must understand that God by His Spirit sovereignly brings His Word wherever He pleases, 

whether that is the preached word or the faithful witness (confession) of a child of God. God will cause 

His elect to come under the faithful preaching of the Word and it may be that the means in many 

situations is the godly conversation of believers. This idea is explained for us in the Canons of 

Dordrecht, a lengthy portion of which is well worth quoting. In the 3rd and 4th Heads, Article 11 we 

read: 

But when God accomplishes his good pleasure in the elect, or works in them true conversion, he not 

only causes the gospel to be externally preached to them, and powerfully illuminates their minds by his 

Holy Spirit, that they may rightly understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God; but by the 

efficacy of the same regenerating Spirit, pervades the inmost recesses of the man; he opens the closed, 

and softens the hardened heart, and circumcises that which was uncircumcised, infuses new qualities 

into the will, which though heretofore dead, he quickens; from being evil disobedient, and refractory, 

he renders it good, obedient, and pliable; actuates and strengthens it, that like a good tree, it may bring 

forth the fruits of good action. 

The overwhelming idea that is to be found in this article as well as the articles which follow in the 

Canons is the all-powerful work of God through His Spirit. Sinful man, apart from the grace of God, is 

dead and cannot bring himself to life as the Arminians teach. It is ONLY by the work of the Spirit that 

man is brought to life and fellowship with God. 

We must understand this truth when we consider witnessing. We must not think that God will use 

the means of our faithful witness to brings scores and scores of people to repentance and faith. Few 

there are that are truly children of God, especially as the end approaches. Neither must we get caught 

up in the false idea that we are to be obnoxiously going about confronting strangers and forcing upon 

them our witness. God, by His Spirit, will lead those across our path who will observe our godly 

conversation. And after they see our godly walk and observe that we have the new life of Christ in us, 

one of two things will happen. They will either become hardened in their hatred of God and of His 

cause or God will sovereignly use the means of our witness to bring them under the preaching of His 

Word. It is most often the case that our godly walk will bring upon us the reproach and persecution of 

those who observe that we are children of God. 

Even when this is the case, we must not become discouraged. God’s Word tells us of this effect of 

our walk and confession. We need only to remember the history of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah to understand that a godly walk and sound confession will bring the lion’s den and fiery 

furnaces to the righteous. Rather, we must continue, by the grace of God, to persevere in our godly 

walk and confession. We must continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of God, that our walk may 

more perfectly reflect His glorious perfections. Further, we must grow in our knowledge of doctrine so 

that we are more and more able to give an answer for the reason of the hope that is in us. Next time, 

Lord willing, we will discuss the biblical principles concerning the content of our answer (confession), 

what it is to contain, and how it must be given. ❖ 
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