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A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign Covenant God. 

 
June 1 Read Psalm 97:1-2 

The psalmist declares in these verses the sovereign rule of God, and that in Him is found all 

righteousness and judgment. Clouds and darkness are round about Him. Is not it an amazing sight when 

one looks out on a hot, humid evening near dusk, and sees a thunderstorm develop off in the western 

sky? And within minutes the clouds get bigger, rolling over each other, as darkness slowly covers the 

land. Does not this create within us a sense of awe and even fear? Clouds and darkness are round about 

our Lord, making Him an awesome God and one to be feared, even more so than even the mightiest of 

thunderstorms. Let us tremble before His throne as we humbly draw near Him today, acknowledging 

our sinfulness, knowing that all His commands are righteous, and that His judgment goes 

uncontestable. Sing Psalters 260:1, 423:1. 

 

June 2 Read Psalm 97:3-5 
As we read of God’s judgment yesterday, today we see how He executes His judgments. In verses 

3-5, the wrath of the Lord is compared to a consuming fire, which goeth before Him and burneth up 

His enemies. We read in II Kings chapter 1 of the two captains with their fifty being consumed by the 

fire of God, and in Genesis 19 how the Lord’s wrath was kindled against Sodom and Gomorrah for 

their sin. These verses point out that God is angry with the sin of His enemies, but let us also remember 

that He is also angry with the sins of His own people. By our sinful nature we deserve no less 

punishment than what the wicked receive, and daily provoke God to anger against us. But let us be 

comforted, for by faith are we justified (Rom. 3:28), and clothed with the righteousness of Christ, and 

therefore are sanctified and freed from the ruling power of sin. Although we daily struggle with sin in 

our lives, we must not yield to its power and temptation, for God’s grace is far stronger than that of sin. 

He is just in His condemnation of the wicked, and of crowning His children to everlasting glory. Sing 

Psalters 260:2, 423:2-3. 

 

June 3 Read Jer. 10:1-16; Psalm 97:6-7 
After reading these two verses, my mind immediately thought back to Israel, camped at the base of 

Mt. Sinai. They became weary and restless waiting for Moses to come down, so they made themselves 

a golden calf, which they worshipped as the god that brought them out of the land of Egypt. We think 

how foolish Israel must have been (and rightly so) to serve these idols, after they had seen first hand the 

miracles God had done for them. In our pride we think we are much better than Israel. Read Q & A 95 

of the Heidelberg Catechism. We learn idolatry is placing our trust in any other object other than the 

one true God. Do we place our trust in our abundance of material wealth, as the rich man of Luke 12 

did? Will these riches that we lay up for ourselves truly make us content and happy? The more we think 

about this the sooner we see that we are no better than the children of Israel. Let us bow our heads and 

pray for grace, that we might cast away our idols, and trust only in the one true God. Sing Psalter 

260:3,423:4. 

 

June 4 Read Psalm 97:8-9  
Mention is made here of the rejoicing of the daughters of Judah and the gladness of Zion. Why are 

they so joyful? The answer can be seen in verse 9, for the Lord is high above the earth, He is exalted far 

above all other gods. When we think upon the greatness of the Lord, of His sovereign rule, of His just 



judgment, do we become glad, do we become exceedingly happy and rejoice as the daughters of Judah? 

All too often in our lives, we fail to see the significance of the fact that our Lord God is Almighty, that 

His throne is fixed forever, that no one can overthrow Him. Let us rejoice! For He is our God! As we sit 

down and read the Scriptures and meditate upon His Word, let our hearts fill with happiness and an 

unspeakable joy, to know that His name might be magnified by us. Sing Psalter 260:4, 423:5. 

 

June 5 Read Daniel 3:13-30 Psalm 97:10  
Here in Daniel we read of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, of their refusal to bow down and 

worship the golden image Nebuchadnezzar set before them, even though it meant they would be cast 

into the fiery furnace. These men, as is made clear in their confession to the king, did not know whether 

or not the Lord would preserve their earthly existence. What love these men demonstrated, that what 

seemed to be their standing at the brink of their certain death, they not only confessed the Lord’s name, 

but added all the more emphatically that they would never serve the gods or the golden image of 

Nebuchadnezzar. Are our lives characterized with this fervent love for God, that we confess His Name, 

and place all trust in Him that He will indeed preserve our souls? Let us walk in this life as loving, 

confessing members of our Lord Jesus Christ, knowing and being assured through His Spirit, that 

indeed our souls are preserved, that no matter what evil or temptation presents itself before us, the Lord 

will save us, for He delivereth His children from the hand of the wicked. Sing Psalters 260:5 & 423:6. 

 

June 6 Read Romans 8:18-39 Psalm 97:11-12  
The upright in heart shall be glad. As servants of Christ, Scripture states that we will endure 

suffering and tribulation for His name’s sake. The world hates Christ, manifesting their hatred in the 

persecution of His church. Although our sorrow at times might be great, we are well reminded in verse 

11 of this psalm that light is sown for the righteous. Just as seed that is sown in the ground will come 

up, though at times this growth might not seem evident, it most assuredly will spring forth in its own 

due time. Let us glory in our tribulations, knowing that Christ has sown light and joy for us, and that 

nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Jesus Christ. Sing Psalter 260:6, 

423:7. 

 

June 7 Read Psalm 98:1 
This Psalm speaks of the glory of God as it shall be wonderfully displayed throughout all creation. 

And it is our calling as covenant children to make known this praise due God throughout our lives. In 

the first verse we are directed as to how we shall praise God, centrally, with our mouths, in that we 

must utter forth songs of praise and thanksgiving unto Him, for all the marvelous things He has done. 

God has gotten Himself the victory, through His right hand, and His holy arm. This proclaims that our 

Lord is sovereign, for He has not gained the victory with the aid of man or any other creature, but by 

His own right hand. Let it comfort us to know that His holy arm stretches out and rules over evil men 

who attack us on every side, even over the devil himself. God has gotten the victory! “O sing unto the 

Lord a new song; for he hath done marvellous things;” Sing Psalter 264:1, 261:1. 

 

June 8 Read Isa. 52:1-12 Psalm 98:2  
We saw yesterday the glory due God for the marvelous things He has done. What are these 

marvelous things? This verse mentions one, namely, the wondrous work of salvation through Jesus 

Christ. Do we take this wonderful work for granted? Do we praise God for His marvelous work of 

salvation? This is no easy task. All too often in our prayers we do not even thank God for our salvation. 

Or is it the case that we remember at the last minute and try to sneak it in at the end of our prayer? Let 

this wonderful work of God be at the forefront of our mind and our tongue as we humbly draw nigh to 

God, thanking Him for being faithful to His covenant promises, and for the gift of salvation, made 

possible only through Jesus Christ. Sing Psalter 262:1 & 263:1. 



June 9 Read Psalm 98:3  
How forgetful we as humans are. Young people, how often do you forget to say your prayers before 

bed at night? Young adults and older, how many of us can remember the answer to Question 1 of the 

Heidelberg Catechism? Numerous times in the Old Testament the prophets had to warn Israel of their 

forgetfulness of God and of His law. And did not David in his weakness feel that He was forgotten of 

the Lord? (read Ps 13,42:9) In contrast to our forgetfulness, our God is a God of remembrance, as can 

be seen in verse 3 of Ps. 98. God will not forget or forsake His people (Read Isa. 42:21, 49:8-17). Not 

only will He not forget, but also He will remember His mercy and truth toward His elect, and show 

them His salvation. May we pray for grace and be assured that our heavenly Father will not forget us, 

even in our deepest spiritual battles, but will all the more remember and have pity on His children. 

Read Luke 12:6-7. Sing Psalter 264:3. 

 

June 10 Read Psalm 98:4  
Again in this Psalm we see the glory and praise due God for His excellency and majesty. We must 

make a joyful noise unto the Lord, and sing praise. Does this characterize our actions, not only on 

Sunday, but also throughout the week? God has commanded that His Name be praised, and singing is 

one means whereby we from the heart can express our gratitude and praise to God. In our singing, do 

we consciously lift up our voices, making a loud noise, singing from the heart, knowing that these 

words are being heard by God Himself, and that it is a sound pleasing to Him? Let us rejoice all the 

more, knowing that these songs are indeed heard by God, only for the fact that He has given us the life 

of Christ which lives within us, making us to praise Him. Sing Psalter 264:4.  

 

June 11 Read Psalm 98:5-6 
Young People, do you love to sing to the Lord? Psalter #264:5 says to, “Praise the Lord with harp 

and song, with voice of psalms His praise prolong; in swelling chorus gladly sing and shout before the 

Lord the King.” Do you shout before the Lord? Or, are you ashamed to sing lustily in church because 

so and so will hear you. I know that we all do not have the same gifts for singing. Therefore, are you 

singing to the best of your ability? God delights in praise. He delights in praise sung with music. In the 

everlasting sabbath we are going to do this forever and ever. Therefore, let us be encouraged to do it 

each and every sabbath and every day of the week. Sing Psalter 264:5. 

 

June 12 Read Psalm 98:7-8; Genesis 1:9-10 
The passage for today is a summons for the floods and the hills to praise Jehovah. Therefore, when 

we sing Psalter number 264:6, it is as if we are standing on a mountain cliff shouting out to the hills, 

seas, and vales below to praise God. Have you ever thought about this? The creation was created to 

praise the King of the heavens and earth. This is the truth about the world around us. Now, of course, 

this earth could never praise God if it came into existence by evolutionary processes. If this were true, 

it would have no reason to praise God. By God’s grace, we know that this is not true. The oceans, the 

seas, and the dry land show forth their joy because they were created by God in six days of twenty-four 

hours. Sing Psalter 264:6, 262-3:3. 

 

June 13 Read Psalm 98:9; Romans 8:22 
Yesterday we mentioned that the creation praises and glorifies its Maker. Verse nine gives us the 

reason. It is because, “He comes with justice, evil to redress, and to judge the nations in His 

righteousness.” The creation is extremely interested in the Final Judgment. Romans 8:22 says that it 

groans for the coming of Christ because it will be redeemed through the cross of Jesus Christ. The 

reason for this is found in John 3:16 which is, “For God so loved the world [cosmos], that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” In the 

Judgment, God will show to all the world His judgment on Satan for his diabolical attempt to steal 



God’s creation. And, God will redeem the creation by burning it up and ushering in the new heavens 

and new earth. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly, Amen. Sing Psalter 264:7, 262-3:3. 

 

June 14 Read Psalm 99:1-3; I Peter 1:6 
Psalm 99 is a Psalm that extols God’s Holiness. No less than three times are we called to praise God 

because He is Holy. Thus, the refrain on each of the stanzas of Psalter #265. What does it mean to say 

that God is the Holy One? Rev. Hoeksema in Reformed Dogmatics says that it is, “to speak of God in 

His incomparable majesty, sovereignty, and glory” (94). Psalter #265 certainly speaks of this in stanza 

one where we sing, “Jehovah reigns in majesty; let all the nations quake. He dwells between the 

cherubim; let earth’s foundations shake.” This means that all the earth must give glory to the Lord. 

How are we to give that glory? We do this by serving the Lord with reverence and godly fear. Finally, 

we do this by living the antithetical, holy life. Why? I Peter 1:6 says that we are to be holy because God 

is holy. Sing Psalter 265:1; 266:1; 267:1-2. 

 

June 15 Read Psalm 99:4-5 
Throughout our nation today, many people are crying for justice because of the corruption and 

injustice in our land. Just after the terrible school shooting in Littleton, Colorado, I observed a picket 

sign held by a protester which said, “Stop the Madness!” What is this sign saying? It is saying, “We 

need justice.” Where do we find true justice? Certainly, we shall not find it in our rulers today. Isn’t it 

wonderful that we have a God that is a God of perfect justice! This is why we do not have to be afraid 

that anybody will “get away” with a horrendous sin, even though sometimes it seems as if this is the 

case. God will judge every man that ever lived in this world. This means that He will judge us also in 

His righteousness. However, because of the cross, the horrendous sins which we have committed are 

covered in God’s sight. Exalt the Lord for He is holy. Sing Psalter 265:2; 266:2; 267:3-4. 

 

Devotionals for Psalm 99:6 through Psalm 100 are unavailable. Please read the rest of the Psalm 

and sing the accompanying Psalter numbers on your own. The next few days will have reprinted 

devotionals from June, 1995 by Mr. Cornelius Jonker. We are sorry for the inconvenience. 

 

June 16 Read Matthew 6:1-4 
In this passage, Jesus deals with our attitude of heart when we give of our money to relieve the poor 

and to support the church. He does not say “if ye give,” but “when ye give,” so it is our duty and 

privilege to give to God’s kingdom. Jesus tells us to search our deepest motive for giving. Is it to be 

seen of others so that we may expect a pat on the back and be praised for our benevolence and 

liberality? That’s what hypocrites do, and Jesus said that they receive their reward, namely the glory of 

men. But what does God say about our giving? This is a matter between you and your God, coming 

from a heart with pure motives. Lest we fall into the error of giving to be seen of men, be so scrupulous 

to avoid that temptation, that if it were possible, don’t let one of your hands know what the other is 

giving. What a calling we have as faithful stewards! What a privilege to give to the church! What a 

responsibility is ours to teach this to our children also. Read or sing Psalter 98, verses 1 and 2. 

 

June 17 Read Matthew 6:5-8 
In close connection with yesterday’s meditation where our Savior instructed us how to give our 

alms, we are given a similar pattern for our prayers. Many eloquent prayers have been offered I’m sure, 

since the dawn of time, with choice words, perfect grammar and dramatic inflections of voice. But 

without a sincere heart, and with a motive only to impress men, these prayers never even penetrate the 

ceiling of the room where they are uttered. In contrast to this, Jesus tells us to have quiet communion 

with our Heavenly Father in secret. We don’t have to burden Him with endless petitions. He knows our 



needs, and when with a true heart we pray as Jesus taught us, He will surely grant our request. Read or 

sing Psalter 9, verses 1 and 2. 

 

June 18 Read Psalm 118:17-24 
“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” Every day we should 

echo these words, but especially on Sundays when we can gather in the communion of saints, sing 

praise to God, give our offerings, call upon Him in prayer, and, above all, hear the preaching of the 

Word. I’m afraid that some times we take this great privilege for granted. I’m sure I didn’t always 

appreciate it as I should until I was deprived of it. Because this is the chief means of grace, we are 

exhorted not to “forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is.” Come to 

church, prepare yourself for proper worship, pray for your pastor and officebearers, and ask for a 

blessing upon yourself and your fellow worshipers to the end that God may be glorified. Read or sing 

Psalter 349, verses 1-4. 

 

June 19 Read Matthew 6:9-15 
In this passage Jesus instructs us in the holy art of prayer. We have been taught earlier in this 

chapter that prayer must not be an outward show, but must be from the heart. This model prayer is a 

perfect prayer, certainly not a vain repetition of words, but extremely brief. Yet it is a beautifully 

complete prayer incorporating in it all things necessary for our soul and body. It also emphasizes that 

we must take our brethren along with us to the throne of grace. The spirit of forgiveness and love of the 

brethren must be in our hearts according to verses 14 and 15, for our heavenly Father will not hear our 

prayer for the forgiveness of sins if we do not forgive men their trespasses. May we constantly ask, as 

Jesus’ disciples did: “Lord teach us to pray.” Read or sing Psalter 174, verses 1, 2 and 4. 

 

June 20 Read Matthew 6:16-18 
In these verses, we are given instruction by our Lord in the practice of fasting. There are many 

instances of fasting recorded in Scripture. The Jews fasted often and usually it meant an expression of 

grief accompanied by the abstinence of food for a certain period. The hypocrites of Jesus’ day were 

condemned because they assumed expressions of unfelt sorrow and made their outward appearance 

look as if they were the paragons of piety. They wanted men to see how holy they were, but God 

despises a mere show. Jesus said that when we fast, we do not do so in appearance, but from the heart. 

We should live a life of fasting, really. We must grieve with holy sorrow for our sins and plead for 

forgiveness constantly. In this way, the peace of God which passeth all understanding should keep our 

hearts and minds through Jesus Christ. Read or sing Psalter 64, verses 1-3. 

 

June 21 Read Psalm 101:1, 2 
Psalm 101 was written at a time in Israel’s history when idolatry was rampant and God had again 

departed from Israel. The Psalmist, feeling incomplete, beseeches the Lord to return to his household 

(vs 2). The Psalm then finishes up with a list of the Psalmist’s vows to insure that the Lord returns to 

his house. His first vow is that he will sing to the Lord. How often do you sing Psalms? If you do not 

sing Psalms, then do your songs speak of the Lord’s judgment and mercy? In connection with verse 2 

read I Samuel 18:14 and I Kings 11:4. You, too, need to walk like God’s servant, David and to not walk 

like Solomon in his old age. Heed the Lord’s warning. Make no sacrifices to idols. Sing Psalter 271:1. 

 

June 22 Read Psalm 101:3-5; Deut. 13:11-14 
How many of you remember this song? “O be careful little eyes what you see, O be careful little 

eyes what you see; For the Father up above is looking down in love, O be careful little eyes what you 

see.” Heed the song. Set no wicked thing before your eyes. In the Hebrew text ‘wicked thing’, in verse 

3, is equivalent to ‘thing of Belial’. Now reread the verse. “I will set no thing of Belail before mine 



eyes...” 3b describes the wicked things that sons and daughters of Belial do. Belial was never a person. 

Belial is a description of someone who is worthless, a law-breaker, and opposed to Christ. Sons and 

daughters of Belial were not careful about what they saw (or heard). Instead they let their bodies’ 

natural, evil urges take over. Do not be a Behalite. Do not live a lie. Be Godly in all things. Sing Psalter 

271:2. 

 

June 23 Read Psalm 101: 6-8 
What kind of activities do you do with your friends? Are they holy and upright? If not, then you and 

your friends are living a lie. David states that “he that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house” 

(vs 7a). Only the “faithful of the land...may dwell with me” (vs 6). Not only must you cease being 

friends but also you must “cut off all the wicked doers from the city of the Lord. I must confess that 

parts of these verses confuse me. In verse 6 David states that “he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall 

serve me. The last part seems to indicate pride on the part of David. Are not we as Christians supposed 

to serve others? The first part of the verse seems to indicate that those who are holy are equal with us 

and yet the second part indicates that they are lower than we are. Then, the beginning of verse 8 states 

“I will early destroy all the wicked of the land...” I understand that the wicked must be destroyed. So 

why add the adjective ‘early’? Perhaps it means that the destruction of the wicked has waited too long. 

In order to convey the urgency of their destruction the Lord adds early. Do it now. While it is yet early. 

Do not wait. Again I do not know. But I do know that it is necessary that you choose your friends 

wisely. Sing Psalter 271:3. 

 

June 24 Read Psalm 102:1, 2a 
Whether you want to admit it or not, you have a great affliction that weighs heavy upon you. It is 

sin. Having to daily deal with the problems and torments of sin is wearisome. The question is whether 

or not you realize it. Those who do not realize it will do nothing because they feel that they are strong 

enough to deal with any problems. Obviously they are not. Eventually they choose the wide and easy 

path and end up in hell. It is imperative that you realize that you have a great problem. Only God has 

the strength and power to relieve the problem. Understand this and pray to him. He is listening always. 

Are you praying? Sing Psalter 272:1. 

 

June 25 Read Psalm 102:2b, 3; II Thess. 5:16-28 
Next time you are roasting marshmallows watch how quickly the smoke from the fire disappears. 

Smoke has a very short life. It only lasts for a few seconds. Compare the supposed length of your life 

with the life of smoke. Your life should last about 75 years or approximately 2.5 trillion seconds. 

Smoke lasts about 5 seconds. Do the math and you should last 473 billion times as long as smoke. 

According to verse 3 our life span is equivalent to the life of smoke. O, how short we live. Heed the 

words of II Thessalonians. Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks. Sing 

Psalter 272:2. 

 

June 26 Read Psalm 102:4-7; John 6:25-40 
So, what happens when one does not sing and pray? The Lord of judgment (Psalm 101:1) smites 

your heart so that it withereth away like the grass. This will trouble you (vs 7) so that you have 

problems sleeping and talking about it (Psalm 77:4). This emptiness will become a thorn in the flesh. 

Everywhere you go and everything will be hard to do because your conscience is smiting you. It will be 

incredibly hard to concentrate on doing even the most mundane of tasks. May the Lord bless you, keep 

you, and make his face to shine upon you so that this never happens to you. Do not eat the bread of 

man but do eat the bread of life. The Lord is more fulfilling than anything the world has to offer. Sing 

Psalter 272:3. 

 



June 27 Read Psalm 102:8-11 
In the previous verses, the Psalmist experienced the hatred and absence of God. It proved to be 

quite a terrible thing. It distressed him so much that could not even sleep. But it did not end there. It got 

worse. All the Psalmist can do and does, now, is weep. He weeps when he eats. He weeps when he 

drinks. He weeps during every waking hour. The same thing happens to you when the Lord removes 

his Spirit from you. We begin to spiral ever downward into the depths of hell. This is what the Psalmist 

experienced. Hell. How great and terrible it is. Pray without ceasing. Sing Psalter 272:4. 

 

June 28 Read Psalm 102:12 
The previous verses reminded the Psalmist how a great and terrible sinner he was, so much so that 

he experienced, as it were, hellish agonies. His family had left him. He could not sleep. He felt like an 

old man. The Lord had deserted him and did not know whom to turn to. That is, until verse 12. The 

psalmist declares that there is much that he does no know and much that he will never know. There is, 

however, one thing that he is sure about and that is the everlastingness of God. No matter what has 

happened in his own life or in the annals of history, the Lord has always been there for his people. The 

Lord does not hide but makes Himself known so that every generation passes on to the next their 

remembrance of God. May you never forget the Lord because there comes a time in every man’s life 

that there is so much stress that he is not sure what to do. The answer: Turn to the Lord in prayer and in 

song. Sing Psalter 273:1, 275:1, 276:1. 

 

June 29 Read Psalm 102:13 
Remember how despondent the Psalmist was a two days ago? Today he is at his highest point. Not 

only is the Lord permanent and remembered from generation to generation but he is also striking down 

the Son of perdition. Verse 13 speaks of Christ’s resurrection. The Lord has given a definitive answer to 

the Psalmists prayer. When you are afflicted by a great calamity, pray in the power of Christ’s 

resurrection. One interesting note: just as the time was nigh for Christ’s resurrection in this Psalm, 

Christ’s return is nigh in our time. This means the world is getting more evil and more and more prayer 

and supplication is required. Sing Psalter 273:2,275:2, 276:2. 

 

June 30 Read Psalm 102:14, 79:1; I Corinthians 16:55-57 
This verse is quite an enigma. Upon first glance it appears to be verse of joy, just like 12 and 13. 

The key of the verse is the stones. Chapter 79 speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem. The servants of 

the Lord, you and me, take pleasure not in the destruction of Judah, but in the destruction of the devil. 

According to the verse, we even prefer that Jerusalem be destroyed, for this means that the Lord has 

arisen and destroyed Jerusalem. “O death where is thy sting? O grave where is they victory? The sting 

of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Sing Psalter 273:3. 
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