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It’s a beautiful summer morning. A fog huddles in the low land. The grass is wet with dew. As 

you head out the door for a quiet morning walk, you put on a light jacket. It is not long, however, 

before the sun and exercise warms your body enough so that you remove your jacket. By the time you 

get home, your skin is damp with perspiration working to cool your body. 

When you put your jacket on, take it off, and sweat, you are adapting to a changing 

environment. All the creatures that God has created have the ability to adapt to a changing 

environment. What I have described so far is the adaptation displayed by an individual creature. What I 

want to look at in this article is the ability of an entire population of a particular species to change 

physical characteristics so that it can better survive in a given environment. The ungodly snatch up this 

ability of the creatures to adapt and use it to explain evolution, but through the spectacles of Scripture 

we see the wisdom of God. 

The English peppered moth is an example of a species that has changed to better adapt to its 

environment and has been used to support the theory of evolution. This moth is a species that comes in 

a light gray variety and a dark variety. Despite the color differences, they are the same species in the 

same way that a black person and white person are both human. Before the industrial revolution, the 

population of moths was mostly light colored moths with relatively few dark ones. This fact was due in 

part to lichen (a plant-like fungus that grows on rocks, wood, etc.) that grows in this region and gave a 

perfect camouflage for the light colored moth. Dark moths that lived in this area were easy targets for 

birds and other predators and therefore the population of peppered moths was almost entirely light 

colored. 

When industry began producing pollution that killed the lichen and darkened the landscape, the 

light colored moths became easy targets and the darker moths survived, mated with other dark moths, 

and produced more dark moths. Fewer light colored moths were produced because the genetic makeup 

had shifted and thus the moth population changed to be darker. Since then, factories have cut down on 

pollution, lichen grew back, and the population now is predominately lighter colored. The whole 

population adapted to a changing environment. 

This type of change is occurring all the time among the creatures of the world. The mechanism 

behind the change is called natural selection and the result is that a given population better adapts to its 

environment. In a sense, the environment selects (determines) which characteristics in a population of a 

particular species is more likely to survive. In distinction from natural selection, artificial selection is 

when man, not the environment, selects different characteristics of a plant or animal to breed for a 

particular result. An example of artificial selection in plants is the breeding of a species of wild mustard 

to produce the broccoli, cauliflower, and cabbage plants we use for food. 

Charles Darwin was one of the first to describe natural selection as attempted to give an 

explanation for evolution. Interestingly, his explanation for evolution is a scientific fact even though the 

theory he was trying to explain is false. His idea was that when a population of a species of bird, for 

example, was separated from the parent group, it changed so much due to the gradual accumulation of 

adaptations that it would no longer be able to mate with individuals from the parent population and thus 

became a new species. Having rejected the word of God a few years earlier, he applied his natural 

reason to propose that the grand variety of creatures came not from the hand of God, but rather from 

millions of years of accumulated adaptations along with some mutations. Even though many examples 

of adaptation have been observed, not one case of a new species emerging has ever been documented. 

Even if a new species would emerge over a thousand year period, it still does not prove evolution. 



Taking a look at adaptation through the spectacles of man’s reason, you see nothing but endless 

adaptations and a theory of new creatures emerging from this process. Looking through the spectacles 

of scripture you see a wonderful and amazing work of God’s creation and providence. 

First of all we see that adaptation is an amazing work of God that came at the creation. The 

creatures were made to reproduce after their own kind, but this does not mean that every offspring is an 

exact clone of its parents. The offspring is very much like the parents, yet different from them while at 

the same time remaining distinct from every other species. This variety is necessary for a given 

population of a species to change certain characteristics that allow it to adapt. 

We also see that God made creatures reproduce in this way so that they could fulfill His 

command: “Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth,” 

Genesis 1:22. Again after the flood God told Noah “Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with 

thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; 

that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth,” Genesis 8:17. 

The creatures had to multiply abundantly and fill the earth. 

When we see the importance of adaptation, then we also get a better idea of what it means to fill 

the earth. Suppose, for example, that the earth is a bucket, and that the different species that fill it are 

represented by cubes. If the cubes are wooden blocks, then it is impossible to fill every bit of space 

with the blocks. The gaps and spaces would represent certain habitats in the earth where creatures could 

not live. If you make the blocks smaller and fill the bucket (more species with smaller populations), 

then the empty space would be reduced but it would still be there. If you make the blocks smaller still 

so that they approach to the size of atoms, then they would fill all the space, but would also number in 

the billions. But if you make the blocks out of something flexible like Jell-o, then a smaller number 

would adapt somewhat to squeeze into the empty spaces and more completely fill the bucket. 

The space for creatures to live on earth is much more complex than the inside of a bucket and 

thus the ability to adapt is that much more important if the creatures are to fill the earth. God did not 

make an infinite number of species to fit and fill the infinite number of different habitats in the earth. 

He made a limited number with enough flexibility to fill every nook and cranny of the earth. 

There were creatures such as the dinosaurs that were unable to adapt to such drastic changes 

that took place after the flood and became extinct. Other creatures filled the spaces they left. To man 

God gave the greatest flexibility. He is able to live in nearly every habitat. In some cases the physical 

characteristics of certain populations changed over time to suit a particular climate. In the modern age, 

adaptations come more in the way of inventions and the construction of homes. 

As we continue to study the creation and discover the ways in which creatures fill the earth, we 

see the infinite wisdom of God. We give God all the glory “For the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 

thereof,” I Corinthians 10:26. More glorious, however, than all the creatures which fill the earth, is the 

change which God works in His people to prepare them for heavenly life. Our hearts are made new and 

our bodies will be changed at the second coming of Christ to live forever with God in heaven. ❖ 
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