
Grow in Grace and in the Knowledge of Christ! 

by Mike Feenstra 

 
Right now you may be sitting at the kitchen table or in your favorite chair. Look out the window. 

Perhaps you see the brilliant colors of spring, the beautiful white of the dogwood trees and the rich colors 

of the tulips. Open your front door. What do you hear? Most likely you hear the birds filling the creation 

with their song. Maybe you hear some birds which you have not heard for awhile! Take a sniff of the air. 

It even smells like spring! Open your Bible to II Peter 3. Take a look at verse eighteen. The creatures of 

creation around you are growing. Young Person, how about you? Are you growing in the grace and in the 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ! Also, are you interested in your personal growth so that you might, 

by God’s grace, be of service to God’s church? 

Spring and Summer are wonderful seasons of the year. Through the whole winter we can not wait 

until the time of year when the earth will again be enveloped in green. But have you ever thought that 

winter serves a good purpose? Often we are cooped up in our house with nothing to do. Therefore, we 

take the opportunity to read and study God’s Word (do we?). But, when the winds of summer blow, we 

often slack off on our devotions. Is it the same way with you? 

This summer I encourage you to make a change. For those of you who regularly study God’s 

Word, I commend you and encourage you to press on. Resolve, by God’s grace, to grow in the knowledge 

of God’s Word. This is an extremely important matter because John 17:3 says, “And this is life eternal, 

that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.” Therefore, when 

we are engaged in Bible study, we must approach the Scriptures with great seriousness. After all, when 

we read the Word of God, Christ speaks to us. 

The Scriptures speak much about the matter of studying the Bible. In Acts 17:11, Luke reports 

that the Bereans searched the Scriptures daily to test the preaching of Paul. In Deuteronomy 17:14-19, 

God instructs the people that the future kings of Israel must be kings which read and study the law all the 

days of their life. Because we are kings according to Revelation 1:6, surely we must do the same. Finally, 

Psalm 1:2 says that the law of God ought to be our meditation day and night. Therefore, the Bible teaches 

us that we must have daily devotions. 

If we meditate on God’s Word every day, then we will be able to edify our fellow saints in the 

Truth. For, although it is true that we, personally, must grow in the faith, it is so that we might serve the 

kingdom of God. This means that we are to talk about the Scriptures with our fellow believers. We do not 

do this as often as we should. We ought to remember the teaching of Proverbs 27:17, namely, that when 

we as friends and fellow saints talk of the wondrous deeds of God it is as if we are iron sharpening iron. 

Undoubtedly, we all have experienced this phenomenon in a Bible study. After we have done our 

preparations (We do prepare for Bible study, don’t we? Else Bible study will be fruitless.), our friend at 

Bible study always brings up an important point that we missed. We need each other not only to remind 

us about the doctrine of Scripture but also to admonish us in the application of that doctrine in our daily 

life. 

Although we must speak to one another about spiritual things during the week, this is especially 

true on the Sabbath Day. What do you talk about at church, young people? Are your subjects of 

discussion edifying your fellow believers? Or, as soon as we file out of the church building after the 

worship service, do we forget the sermon altogether and begin talking about sports or about the latest 

gossip? If this is so, we need to make a change. We need to involve ourselves in activities that build up 

the saints. Maybe that means that we discuss an aspect of the sermon. Or, maybe we can involve 

ourselves in teaching the children of the church in Sunday School. This activity will take more study on 

our part, but God is pleased to use the faithful work of His saints to build up His Church. 

You may ask, how should I go about studying the Scripture? I recommend that you begin an 

organized study of the Scriptures. Maybe that means that you will study a certain book of the Bible or a 



certain doctrine of the Scriptures. There are many study guides to be found including guides available 

through the Reformed Free Publishing Association. In your study, you may choose to follow the guide’s 

format, but may I propose a system which Rev. R. Hanko gave in the Standard Bearer of August 1, 1982? 

In his articles on Bible study, Rev. Hanko gives some important advice about how the Bible itself 

commands us to conduct Bible study. This list summarizes what Rev. Hanko says in his articles, so if 

anyone wants to read his full article, I refer you to it. 

A. Rules for spiritual preparation: 

1. Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Leave time for mediation upon the passage under study, probably after all other work with   

the passage is finished. 

B. General rules: 

1. Determine what kind of literature is being studied: poetry, prophecy, history, etc. 

2. Attempt to divide the passage into sections or determine where the passage being studied 

begins and ends. 

3. Define the theme of the book in which the passage is found and the place of that theme in 

the rest of Scripture. 

4. Write down all questions. 

C. Rules concerning the actual interpretation of the passage: 

1. Determine the main point of the passage. 

2. Take note of any problems of grammar and interpretation. 

3. Identify the important words or concepts in the text. 

4. Study these words or ideas in the light of the rest of Scripture by looking up and studying 

all the important texts where the same word or words are used. 

5. Compare the text as a whole with similar or related passages from the rest of the Bible. 

6. Take a close look at the passage in light of the immediate context as well as the context of 

the whole book and ask how the text fits into that context. 

7. If necessary look for background material on history, chronology, customs, etc. 

8. Look for Christ in the passage and how the text brings the Gospel of Christ. 

9. Try to set out clearly the application of the text-what the Spirit says to the Churches. 

Rev. Hanko states that the last two points are very important and require much meditation. We 

need to see where Christ is in our passage of study and we must apply that Word unto our lives. When we 

do these things we will grow in the grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. We can and must do this 

because Christ said in John 15:8, “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 

my disciples.” ♦ 
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