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Question 

I have been trying to find out more about the Protestant Reformed Church, in particular, what 

the difference is between the CRC and the PRC. Is the fundamental difference the idea of grace, 

common or elect? At one time I remember hearing something about how the CRC to the PRC are the 

unbelievers? Is that too harsh or not? Or am I way wrong, and miss-heard something? I guess I have 

lots of friends in the PRC from Dordt and am wondering where we differ and where we stand together? 

Also, why does the PRC have their own day grammar schools, but when it comes to High 

School they go to schools such as Western or where ever? 

I guess I am curious and I thank you for your time. 

You can answer straight to me if you like, rather than posting it on the web. 

 

Answer 
I have chosen to answer you on the web, because I believe that these questions are raised with 

fair regularity among many, especially younger adults of other Reformed Churches. 

To answer the question as to what is the difference between CRC and PRC would take a long 

treatise to answer completely. Something that I will not take time to do on this page, however there are 

many pamphlets that do explain much of the difference between the two denominations on the PRC 

Home Page. Especially it would be good to begin with the Introduction to the PRC. Then other 

pamphlets that would specifically help would be “The Three Points of Common Grace,” “Grace 

Uncommon,” “Our Reformed Heritage,” etc. The pamphlets on this page may be printed straight to 

your printer from the page, or saved to be used in your word processor for printing. To get a real 

understanding of our churches take time to read pamphlets from this page, then compare with your 

understanding of your own denomination. 

The fundamental teaching on grace became the point over which our churches were forced out 

of the CRC. We have always held to a sovereign and particular grace, whereas in the 1920’s the 

Christian Reformed Churches adopted a doctrine of Common Grace, which teaches that there is some 

grace common to all men elect and reprobate alike, and that there is a grace common to all in the offer 

of the gospel. We maintain that this is a doctrinal stance that has no Scriptural foundation, in fact that is 

denied by the Scripture. 

To teach that grace must be common to all men in any sense must necessarily lead to the 

teaching that God has some love towards all men-an impossibility unless we were to teach that all men 

are saved, or that salvation is dependent upon the will of man. 

Your comment about the PRC people counting the CRC people unbelievers simply is not true. 

The members of our church understand or ought to understand that there are children of God yet in 

many other denominations. The fact that a denomination has started down the path of apostasy (that is 

departure from the truth) does not mean that all in the denomination are reprobate. Even in a terribly 

apostatizing Israel during the days of Ahab there were 7000 that had not bowed their knee to Baal. 

Surely in our “mother” denomination there be those true elect children of God that seek God according 

to His Word. However, it is necessary always and again to warn against apostasy wherever it raises its 

ugly head and to call God’s people to watchfulness and prayer. This is true whether it be found in the 

CRC, PRC, or any other denomination. 

Further, the members of the PRC cannot nor ought not to maintain that all within our midst is 

pure. We must constantly be reforming and striving for perfection. There are always tares among the 

wheat says our Lord. 



Hopefully you misheard something. Although by others, the PRC members have been accused 

of thinking that they are the only children of God. This is probably due to the fact that we as a 

denomination have always staunchly and ardently defended the true faith. This means that we have not 

been bashful to point out error, whether in our own midst or outside of our churches. The Formula of 

Subscription in fact binds our office bearers to this task. 

Then to answer your question as to why in our denomination we have our own grammar 

schools, but when it comes to high school we use other schools such as Western Christian High in the 

NW Iowa area, is a matter of practicality and feasibility to a large extent. It is obvious that we do not 

view the Christian Reformed Churches as the false church, but as one that has taken a path of departure 

from the truth. This is the reason we are separate denominations. However, I should point out that 

where we have sufficient numbers to support a high school we have such, namely Grand Rapids, MI. 

Where we have been given greater numbers of people in our churches, we are working towards the 

establishment of high schools, namely in the South Holland, IL area and here in NW Iowa. As God 

gives us the means, we will also be blessed by having these efforts come to fruition and it shall be 

counted a blessing. But until such time, as covenant parents we have the calling to give to our covenant 

seed the best covenant education possible, and this means until we can have and maintain our own 

schools, we will use the next best possible and we are thankful that we may do this. This does not mean 

that we embrace that which is contrary to God’s word there, and with this we must continue to contend 

and take extra time to instruct our covenant youth in the distinctions between us. 

Hope this helps, if you want to follow this up, you may do so in more private correspondence 

between yourself and me, or if you please on the web. ❖ 

Remember to write your questions to me at revmo@mtcnet.net Also feel free to write follow up 

questions. 
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