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As teenagers we sang with all the enthusiasm we could muster: 

The fight is on, O be not weary, 

Be strong and in His might hold fast. 

With banners gleaming, with colors streaming,  

We'll bear the victor's crown at last. 

Little did we realize all that would be involved in heeding the admonition of Christ: “Be thou 

faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10)  

In the early years of our existence we were branded as a sect, followers of a man and riding a 

certain hobby horse, with no prospect for a future. It is, indeed, characteristic of a sect that it thrives for 

a time in the excitement of having discovered something new, but soon fades into oblivion. Many small 

segments have broken away from the main stream of the church to become stagnant pools along the 

side. We were given five years, then ten years, then as long as our leaders lived, but that would be the 

end. Yet all these predictions of an early death have been put to shame. 

At this time we have twenty-seven churches, twenty- five of which are located in the United 

States and two in Canada. There are twenty-three ministers in the active ministry, with six retired. We 

have a home missionary who is working in the area of Alamosa, Colorado, a missionary working in the 

Protestant Reformed Church of Northern Ireland, and a minister on loan in the sister churches, the 

Evangelical Reformed Churches of Singapore. According to earthly standards, especially in our time, 

we are too small to be recognized among the large denominations in America. Yet we can well exclaim: 

What has God wrought! 

True, compared to the average denominations of our day, we are very small in number, hardly 

even recognized. From the point of view of the defense of the Reformed faith, we stand almost alone. 

There are other adherents, but they are also small in number and widely scattered throughout England, 

Wales, Ireland, Scotland, Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand and possibly elsewhere. And like 

them, we are regarded often as bigoted, short-sighted and narrow minded. 

What is more important than that is the fact that as to the truth, the Lord has preserved us in a 

bond of unity. The remark is sometimes made that the various ministers have their own gifts and 

talents, their own manner of presenting the truth, but they are basically all in full agreement with the 

truth of the Scripture and the Confessions. The charge has been brought against us that we are a 

negative church, existing only to oppose the teaching of common grace and a general, well-meant offer 

of salvation. Anyone who knows us knows that this is not true. The Lord has privileged us that our 

leaders have and do develop the basic truth of the sovereignty of God as revealed in the Scriptures and 

the Confessions. This is also true of the doctrine of God’s covenant as a relationship of friendship 

between God and His people in Christ. We have been given a clearer insight into God’s revelation, 

providence, the miracles of the Scriptures and other truths. 

We did go through a period of unrest and strife some forty odd years ago. There were those 

among us who attempted to undermine the truth of God’s sovereign grace by introducing a conditional 

promise to the covenant. At that time a Declaration of Principles was drawn up by our synod and 

adopted by our consistories in which we expressed, particularly for labor in the mission field, our stand 

on the theory of common grace, the error of the general, well-meant offer and the conditional promise 

of the covenant as taught in the Scripture and our Confessions. This declaration met with much 

opposition, causing us to pass through an unpleasant and difficult time. Though it pained us to break 



with those who erred, we were compelled to cling firmly to the truth we cherished. Looking back, we 

realize that had this split not occurred, we would long have lost our right of existence. 

As has already been mentioned in the previous chapters, from the very beginning of our history 

the Lord has made it possible for us to have our own seminary. If any church is to continue to exist and 

to remain faithful in doctrine, it is absolutely essential that this church have its own seminary. For many 

years the seminary met in a church basement, but in more recent times we have obtained our own 

seminary building, which is fully equipped for the purpose it serves. This institution has proved to be 

invaluable, for it has not only been the means of developing the truth that is most precious to us, but it 

has also prepared many men for the ministry of the Word by founding them in the truth. A large number 

of students have graduated from this institution throughout the years, some of whom have passed on 

into glory, some are retired, and some are in the active ministry, either in our churches or beyond the 

sphere of our churches. 

The Standard Bearer has begun its seventy-fifth volume, still as a powerful witness of God’s 

sovereign grace, not only among our own people, but spreading its witness far and wide. 

A large supply of literature has been prepared during the past years, much of which is still 

available to anyone who is interested. Books, pamphlets, and syllabi of various kinds have been written 

on matters directly related to the Scriptures, or to doctrine, or to other important subjects. Ever since 

1940 we have had our own radio broadcasts, sending forth the Word in many areas. Besides these 

means of witnessing, we also have our public lectures and conferences which are held from time to 

time in various places throughout our churches, and at time by lecture tours in other countries. 

Moreover, we can never cease to be grateful for the fact that most of our churches have our own 

Christian schools. There is nothing more important than the training of the covenant youth of the 

church, who become the fathers and mothers, as well as leaders of the church in the future. God has so 

adapted the child that he learns readily, absorbs what he learns very easily, and remembers in an 

amazing manner throughout the rest of his life much of what he learned in his early years. The truth of 

the Scriptures must permeate the souls of our children as a sure guide to them throughout their lives. 

We have dedicated teachers, who labor diligently in the charge entrusted to them. We have school 

board members who devote much of their time and effort to make sure that our children have the 

proper training. Although these schools are maintained only with great effort and great outlay of 

money, the training that covenant youth receive in the schools is worth all the expense and effort put 

into it. Under the blessing of God, there lies the future of our churches. 

We do well to conclude with the words of Ephesians 3:20 and 21: 

 

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 

think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the 

church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. ❖ 
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