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The water grows warmer under the hot summer sun. As the sun pours its energy into the ocean 

surface, the water molecules begin to move faster and faster. Bouncing endlessly with its neighbors, 

one molecule receives a final boost of energy and breaks free from the crest of an ocean wave. It begins 

to float upwards. Joined by billions of other water molecules, the vapor rises high into the sky. As it 

climbs, the air becomes cool, and the molecules of water move more slowly until they again begin to 

stick and clump together into tiny droplets to form clouds. 

The tiny droplets of water swirl into a thick fog that blocks the sun from view. Carried on with 

the constant churning of the atmosphere, the droplets are swept into an area of low atmospheric 

pressure. Under these changing conditions, the droplets are drawn even more closely together, begin to 

stick together, and grow heavy. The upwelling of moist air can no longer support them as they fall 

down toward the earth as rain. 

The rains pass on. The sun comes out. The molecule of water soaks down into some newly 

tilled soil, quickly latching on to some nearby minerals. Within minutes a root hair from a tender young 

plant sucks it up, minerals and all. They are drawn through long tubes and into green leaves where 

sunlight powered chlorophyll factories change the minerals into food and building blocks for the plant. 

Having finished this task, the molecule of water is warmed by the sun and released once again into the 

air. 

Up again, down again, the cycle continues. This time the water comes down on a rock. It picks 

up a trace of salt. It picks up some oxygen atoms and joins the crowd running toward a stream. Once in 

the stream, it is sucked into a fish and forced through its gills where the oxygen atom is exchanged for 

a carbon dioxide molecule. The stream flows into a river, and the water helps carry a boat on its way. 

Eventually, the molecule again becomes vapor and floats up towards the sky and leaves a little salt for 

the ocean. 

The cycle has continued on through the ages ever since God separated the earth from the 

waters. The cycle is awesome in power and magnitude as billions of tons of water are carried aloft and 

sent down to feed living creatures, scrub filth from the earth, and fill the beautiful lakes and oceans. To 

trace the path of just one molecule of water throughout the ages would be mind boggling. Then we 

would have to multiply that by the number of water molecules that exist. Incomprehensible! Awesome! 

This is what we observe with our natural eye and discover with the tools or science. When we 

look through the spectacles of Scripture at that molecule of water in the ocean we see so much more; 

we see the glory of God. We see a marvel of His creation, a display of His infinite wisdom, and the 

power of His word directing the workings of all creation. We so easily fall into the rut of explaining the 

weather as though it just happens, but we read in Scripture, “It is he that buildeth his stories in the 

heaven, and hath founded his troop in the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth 

them out upon the face of the earth: The Lord is his name” Amos 9:6. 

Again we look through the spectacles of Scripture at that molecule of water as it ascends high 

above the earth. Does it just go up because warm air always rises? Does it just obey a natural law? The 

water molecule does follow certain laws, but the important question is “whence that law?” The rising 

vapor does not just rise, it obeys the command of God as we read in Jeremiah 10:13. “When he uttereth 

his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapors to ascend from the 

ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.” Just 

as the word of God caused the water to come into existence on the first day of creation, so God’s word 

continues to uphold and preserve it for His service. We must hear the voice of God in the thunder and 

read His command in the rising vapor. 



Science says that the sun’s energy and the water molecule’s shape and properties cause the 

water to evaporate and rise as vapor. The Bible says that God “utters his voice” and “calls” the water to 

this action. God uses this language for a very good reason. The Bible is God’s word teaching us what 

He does. The Bible is not a science book that explains the science behind everything God made. There 

are many who say that God makes water in such a way that it will evaporate and condense all by itself 

so that God is no longer active in creation. This language of Scripture destroys that idea. We need to 

remember that science can only explain and describe what it observes. God and his providence can not 

be observed with the earthly eye. When pressed for deeper answers, the ungodly scientist always goes 

silent. “Why,” for example, “is the water molecule shaped the way it is, and exactly where does the 

energy and mass come from?” The ungodly scientist then begins to babble nonsense about the big bang 

and the constant expansion and condensing of matter naturally into its various forms. God makes 

known that which man can not know with earthly eyes. The voice of God is the expression of His will. 

The molecules would not move or evaporate without the express command of God. 

The Scriptures also pierce through the thickest clouds to a realm of understanding where no 

Doppler radar technology in the world can penetrate. There in the dark clouds God calls the vapor 

together into small drops of water. Man talks of energy and atmospheric pressure, but let us not forget 

the Creator of these things and the source of all energy; “For he maketh small the drops of water: they 

pour down rain according to the vapour thereof: Which the clouds do drop and distil upon man 

abundantly” Job 36:27-28. All these things work together in perfect harmony because it is a work of 

God’s wisdom. “By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew” 

(Proverbs 3:20). God displays infinite wisdom and knowledge through every detail of creation. God 

establishes the laws behind the condensing of water into clouds already at creation (Proverbs 8:28). 

The rain that falls is also the handiwork of God. We read in Job 28:26-28 “When he made a 

decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder: Then did he see it, and declare it; he 

prepared it, yea, and searched it out. And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is 

wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.” The entire water cycle is governed in every detail 

by the will of God. 

Looking through the spectacles of Scripture we also see purpose in the water cycle as well as 

some spiritual truths that are illustrated by the water cycle. Rain upon thirsty ground is often a picture 

of God coming to care for His people. Psalm 68:9 “Thou, O God, didst send a plentiful rain, whereby 

thou didst confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary.” And in Psalm 72:6 we read “He shall come 

down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.” The spiritual blessings of faith 

and regeneration also produce fruit just as showers of rain upon carefully tilled ground. Hebrews 6:7 

“For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them 

by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God:” 

More specifically, rain is a picture of the word of God. In Isaiah 55:10-11 we read “For as the 

rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and retuneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and 

maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my 

word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 

which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” God created water and its properties 

to accomplish a purpose in nourishing life in creation. Every time the water makes a cycle, it 

accomplishes something. Sometimes it brings life, and sometimes it brings death and destruction. Even 

so, the word of God to man brings either life or death, it never goes forth without some effect. 

Most important of all in any consideration of creation is the glory of God. Creation itself gives 

glory to God as we read in Psalm 148:4 “Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be 

above the heavens.” We also are taught to give praise to God when we consider the water cycle. We 

read in Psalm 147:7-8 “Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God: 

Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow 



upon the mountains.” May we be filled with praise this spring as we watch the clouds and listen to the 

raindrops on the earth. ♦ 
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