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Question 

I was talking with one of your young people, and she told me what you people believe, and I do 

not agree with her. You see I go to (another denomination) and we believe that you are to ask God or 

Jesus into your heart. If you disagree then look to Romans 10:9. 

 

Answer 
In the first place it is good to hear that young people are discussing together the doctrines of the 

Word of God. The only answers to our questions concerning faith are those that are given us by God in 

his infallible Word. And immediately as we consider together questions that arise in our understanding 

of God’s Word we must understand that the Scripture has not many meanings. The Scripture sets forth 

the one true teaching of God given to His people. The Bible is not of any private interpretation (II Peter 

1:20-21). And by the grace of God being given ears to hear and hearts of understanding we shall hear 

what God says to His church in the Word. 

This means that when we turn to the Scripture for the understanding of any truth we may not 

use any one verse out of the context of the rest of the Scripture. The Scripture is one organic whole that 

teaches the one truth of God, this means further that the Scripture can have no errors. If there seems to 

be contradiction then we know this cannot be, the Holy God gives us a Holy (pure) Word. Thus we 

must understand each text in the context of that one true and Holy Word. 

With respect now to salvation we must understand that repeatedly the salvation of the church is 

set forth in the Word as the work of God, and not of man. This is repeatedly stated in the whole of 

God’s Word, both in the Old and New Testaments. For the moment we take note that this is literally 

stated in the passage of God’s Word in Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 

walk in them.” Further, we must understand that Jesus says to us that apart from the work of God we 

cannot even see the things of God’s kingdom. He does this in his reply to Nicodemus in John 3:3 

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.” Again in the context it is evident that it is the Spirit of God alone that 

causes us to be born again. As we had nothing to do with our natural birth so we can have nothing to do 

with our spiritual birth. Paul points out that the fruit of the fall is that God’s word in Genesis 2:17 came 

to pass. When Adam ate of the tree man died, see Romans 5:12. Further, Paul points out that apart from 

the quickening power of God man is dead in sin and trespasses, Ephesians 2:1-3. The dead man can do 

nothing to make himself alive, nor can we. 

The apostle Paul makes this so clear in the ninth chapter of Romans as well. It is not of him that 

willeth nor of him that runneth, but it is God that showeth mercy. 

The Old Testament repeatedly teaches us that same truth. For example, we turn to Ezekiel 36: 

21-22 and read “But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the 

heathen, whither they went. Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God; I do not 

this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned among 

the heathen, whither ye went.” The only reason that true elect Israel is saved or that we are saved is 

God’s name sake, because of His faithfulness. He does not save us for our sake, but for His Holy 

name’s sake. Malachi 3:6 states this same truth emphatically. 



It is in the light then of all of Scripture that we read the text that you have noted in your 

question. Romans 10:9 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” In the light of all Scripture we 

must take this word literally that all those confessing with their mouths the Lord and believing in their 

heart that God hath raised him from the dead, shall be saved. This is truth and it is absolute truth. But 

who then believe? The answer is—those whom God has chosen in Christ, those whom He has 

redeemed by Christ’s blood, those whom He has quickened (Ephesians 1:3- 10), and those that He has 

powerfully called by the preaching of the Word by the true servants of God whom He has sent. These 

believe and truly confess the Lord Jesus Christ; which is the immediate context of this text- look ahead 

to the verses 13 and following. 

Besides, there is the practical aspect of your question. What if it were true that salvation was 

dependent on our asking God or Jesus to come into our hearts. Then we are stronger than God, for He 

must wait for us to do something. Then I have a God who is no more than I let Him be. How terrible!! 

For I am a sinner, in fact I am dead in sin apart from God’s grace. If salvation is dependent upon me 

then I shall be forever lost, no hope, no comfort. 

But it is not so. My God is Jehovah, the Sovereign God Who rules and governs all things, and 

whose work of salvation is His work alone. Then I have comfort because God has given His Only 

Begotten Son to take away all my sin and to make me His child. He loves me with a saving love, then I 

have the assurance that nothing can separate me from that love of God. Read Romans 8:28- end in this 

connection. 

I hope this helps. I am glad that you take a sincere interest in the truth, may God grant that you 

may see the comfort of the true gospel of grace. 

Remember to write your questions to me at revmo@mtcl.mtcnet.net. Also feel free to write follow up 

questions. ♦ 
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