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Friends. This is a term we hear about a lot today. We hear songs about them, see pictures of 

them, and there is even a popular sitcom with that as its title. Friends are everywhere! Who comes to 

mind when you think of friends? Is it the Three Stooges, Charlie Brown and Snoopy, Batman and 

Robyn? Or what about the group you see standing in the corner laughing and giggling? Or do you think 

back to the times of Jonathan and David? What does this term mean, and what IS a TRUE FRIEND? 

Webster has many definitions for “friend.” Among these are “one attached to another by 

affection or esteem” or “one who is not hostile.” However, Proverbs 17:17a in connection with 

Proverbs 18:24b says “A friend loveth at all times...and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a 

brother.” Against common beliefs, this does not mean that a friend always agrees with you and goes 

along with everything you do. A truly good friend will tell you what you NEED to hear, even if it is not 

what you WANT to hear. As friends we can do this with comfort from I John 4:18 where we read 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear.” If a friendship has the solid foundation of 

Christ, then the friendship will last, through the good times and bad. 

In a good friendship, there is no selfishness, it is not demanding, manipulative, or one-sided. A 

true friend will not laugh with you one minute and behind your back the next. To be a good friend, you 

should put aside selfISHness for selfLESSness. As the one authority for our life says, “It is more 

blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

Throughout my life, God has blessed me with many wonderful friends. This does not mean the 

acquaintances from Little League, work, or day-to-day life. Many of these so-called friendships were 

superficial and for convenience sake. They had no solid basis and ended quickly. There were also 

people that led me to believe they were my friends, but later took everything I told them in confidence 

and used it against me. There were also those “friends” that used me to “get a ride” or “get some cash.” 

The Bible warns of this in Proverbs 14:20 and 19:4, when it says that the poor are despised and hated, 

but the rich have many “friends.” 

The true friends that I am speaking of were people that accepted me for who and what I was and 

still, by God’s grace, am. When many people were trying to get me to do things which would have hurt 

me, my friends helped me see God’s way. These true friends stuck with me against the wrong, even 

when it wasn’t the popular thing to do. They also accepted me for what I did and did not do. 

Early in the Bible, we see the devotion of Ruth to Naomi, her deceased husband’s mother, in 

Ruth 1:16- 18. When Ruth had no physical connection to Naomi, she still decided to stay with her. She 

made a beautiful testimony when she said, “Whither thou goest, I will go; and whither thou lodgest, I 

will lodge; thy people shall be my people and thy God my God: Where thou diest I will die... the Lord 

do so to me and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.” In I Samuel, we see the close 

friendship of David and Jonathan. The Bible says “Jonathan loved David as his own soul” (18:1). 

When Saul wanted to kill David, Jonathan risked his own life and tried to convince Saul that killing 

David was wrong. Even though David was taking Jonathan’s place on the throne, Jonathan still “loved 

David as his own soul.” However, their friendship was limited. The ultimate example of a perfect 

friend we see in God’s covenant with us. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son” 

(John 3:16). Christ humbled Himself from the perfect sinless Son of God to our sinful flesh and the 

death of the cross for US!! “Greater love hath no man than this: that a man lay down his life for His 

friends” (John 15:13). Christ did this for us!!! 

As you can see, the Bible, although written thousands of years ago, still very much applies to 

every aspect of our lives. God has specific rules for how we are to act and live as friends and as 

examples of Christ. We must reflect every day Christ’s extreme love for us in our attitude toward our 

friends and neighbors. 



Additional texts about friends and displaying love are: Ex. 33:11; Deut. 13:6; Ruth 1:16-18; I 

Sam. 18:1-5; II Sam. 16:17; II Chr. 20:7; Job 19:21; Psalm 35:14, 88:18; Prov. 6:1, 14:20, 17:17, 18:24, 

19:4, 27:6, 9-10; Is. 41:8; Jer. 6:21; Songs 15:16; Hosea 3:1; Micah 7:5. 
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