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The three congregations that remained faithful to the truth as proclaimed by their deposed 

pastors formed a temporary organization under the name: “THE PROTESTING CHRISTIAN 

REFORMED CHURCHES IN AMERICA.” Since the consistories of these congregations were 

appealing their case to the Synod of 1926, it was impossible at this date to form a permanent 

organization. 

Ninety-two members of the Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed Church broke with the 

congregation and remained members of the Christian Reformed denomination. Since this splinter group 

also claimed the right to the church property the case was brought to court. For approximately a year, 

while the case was pending in the civil courts, Rev. Hoeksema and his congregation remained in the 

property located on Eastern Avenue. On December 22, 1925, just three days before Christmas, a 

decision was handed down from the Supreme Court in Lansing, giving the right to the property to the 

92 dissident members, who were considered to have remained faithful to the Christian Reformed 

denomination. As soon as this decision became known, even before the official announcement had been 

made, these individuals took over the church, placed a deputy at the door, and changed the locks. 

As soon as the word had spread that the court had given the church property to the opposition 

both they and we gathered in quite a large number at the church. We found that a guard had already 

been placed at the only open door to bar any of us from entering. There was a lot of commotion, but to 

the best of my knowledge everything remained peaceful. There was one small incident, which was 

greatly blown out of proportion later. One of our men took hold of the overcoat of one of the 

opposition. When the man pulled away all the buttons of his coat were torn off and fell in the snow. 

Immediately steps were taken by the consistory of the Protesting congregation to obtain a 

meeting place for the Christmas holiday and thereafter. When the day arrived, the members of the flock 

plowed through the snow to the community hall in Franklin Park, now known as the Martin Luther 

King Jr. Park. This building was so crowded at every service that many men stood up throughout the 

entire period of worship. 

As soon as possible the congregation moved to the St. Cecilia building downtown. Since 

automobiles were still not very common, most of the congregation walked three miles to attend the 

services, and another three miles to return home. In fact, since three services were held on Sunday, 

there were some who attended all three, requiring a day’s travel of eighteen miles. Yet no complaint 

was heard, because there were always along the way traveling companions who were filled with the 

same enthusiasm. 

The St. Cecilia building was also crowded; the entire platform, the window seats, and even the 

balcony from which the minister could not be seen, were occupied. Every service was faithfully 

attended. There was a renewed zeal for the truth, a hunger for the preaching of the Word, and an 

enthusiasm such as is rarely found anywhere. The communion of saints took on a new meaning. A 

period of anxiety and strife was past, there were painful breaks with members of the family and with 

friends, but unity in the bond of faith and love was once more experienced. True, the words of the 

Psalter came to mind, “Friend and lover are departed, dark and lonely is my way”; yet at the same time 

there was an internal joy and peace in the assurance that a reformation had finally come. 

Soon after, lots were purchased on the comer of Fuller Avenue and Franklin Street for the 

purpose of building a place of worship. This was one block west of Calvin College, which at that time 

was located on Franklin between Benjamin and Giddings. This was also the end of the Franklin Street 

car line. 



The members of the congregation gave generously, some in fact, almost beyond their means. 

The work began. Horses with plows dragged out dirt from day to day. Men with shovels worked 

diligently. Forms were set up for the cement to be poured. Soon the foundation of the building was laid 

and the church began to take shape and form. 

In due time the basement of the new church edifice under construction at Fuller and Franklin 

was made suitable for worship services and a temporary roof was placed over the basement. Pillars 

took the place of the inside walls, making an auditorium large enough to hold the entire congregation. 

A number of folding chairs were obtained, some of which are still scattered throughout our churches, 

and once more the congregation met under its own roof, such as it was. Besides the still crowded 

conditions, whenever it rained water dripped from the not too tightly sealed roof, creating a bit of 

disturbance in various parts of the auditorium. 

In February of 1927 the church edifice was completed and dedicatory services were held. 

In Hope the part of the congregation that remained with their minister, Rev. George Martin 

Ophoff, now met in a school house, across from the Christian Reformed Church. One Sunday morning 

one of our seminary students made the mistake of going to the consistory room of the Christian 

Reformed Church, and discovered only just before the service was to begin that he was in the wrong 

building, and was awaited across the road. 

In June of 1925, as soon as the school term was finished in Calvin, our seminary opened its 

doors with three professors and ten students. For a short time the school met in the basement of the 

Eastern Avenue Church. Rev. Hoeksema taught four subjects on Monday afternoon and Rev. Ophoff 

taught four subjects on Wednesday afternoon. Rev. Henry Danhof taught eight subjects Friday. Since 

Rev. Danhof had to come all the way from Kalamazoo by interurban, he preferred to take up the whole 

day for teaching which accounts for the numerous subjects taught by him, in distinction from the four 

taught by the other ministers. Because there was an ever increasing demand for preachers, the 

professors were eager to prepare men for the ministry as soon as possible. 

Throughout the country there were many who could not reconcile themselves with the decisions 

of the Synod of 1924 on the theory of common grace, nor could they understand the hasty deposition of 

men who were declared to be fundamentally Reformed. Calls came from various areas requesting that 

Rev. Hoeksema come and explain to them the recent controversy and the truth of Scripture and the 

Confessions in regard to the issue of the day. In a comparatively short time churches were organized in 

Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, and California. Later others, like Lynden, Washington 

in 1950 were added to the denomination. 

It may be added here, that Rev. Henry Danhof remained with the churches only during the 

temporary organization, but when they organized as THE PROTESTANT REFORMED CHURCHES 

IN AMERICA, his congregation remained an independent church. 

Two of our older men, Rev. Gerrit Vos and Rev. William Verhil, were made eligible for a call 

after being two years in the seminary, with the understanding that as soon as possible they would return 

to finish their studies. Rev. Vos served for two years in Sioux Center, Iowa, and Rev. Verhil served for 

two years in Hull, Iowa. 

After four years the first class of six students graduated from the seminary and obtained charges 

in our churches. Since that time a large number of students have been trained and prepared for the 

ministry, many of whom are still serving our churches. ♦ 
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