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Devotionals on Psalm 84 by Susan Adams  

February 1 Read Psalm 84:8,9; Psalm 4. 
What does it mean that God is our Shield? He is our defender, and we can ask of Him like a little 

child of its father. We lean on Him without any fear or doubt. When David asks God to look at His 

Anointed, this is speaking typically of Christ as our Mediator. God can hear us sinners because Christ’s 

perfect work covers us! That is why we often say at the end our prayers, “For Jesus’ sake.” We can be 

sure we are accepted with God. Read & sing Psalters 226:1, 228:1, 229:4.  

 

February 2 Read Psalm 84:10; Psalm 122. 
Like David, our true satisfaction comes from living constantly in God’s presence. Yet we so easily 

lose the sense of God’s favor as we get drawn into empty pleasure-seeking and satisfying our carnal 

desires. Remember these words of David, that he would rather have the humblest work in God’s temple 

than have everything the world can offer. Do you find yourself longing throughout the week for the 

active spiritual rest you experience on the Sabbath? When we die we will finally live in God’s courts 

forever. Read & sing Psalters 226:2,228:2 and 229:5. 

 

February 3 Read Psalm 84:11,12; Romans 8:28-39. 
What a comfort that the Bible tells us the LORD will not withhold any good thing from those who 

walk uprightly. Whether God does or doesn’t give you a spouse, children, financial security, or 

whatever else you may think you need, He is not denying you anything!! You don’t have the right to 

withhold any thankfulness from Him! The happiness we receive comes as we trust Him. Read & sing 

Psalters 226:3, 228:3, 229:6. 

 

Devotionals on Psalm 85 by Mike Feenstra  

February 4 Read Psalm 85, Ezra 3; Psalm 85:1-2 
In Psalm 85 we find the Psalmist rejoicing in the restoration of Jacob and exulting in God for His 

promised salvation in Christ. From out of the depths of trouble, the Psalmist beseeches God to 

remember that He had brought back His people from captivity. Therefore, he pleads that God might 

remember His covenant and turn His people to see His salvation. Then, with great confidence, the 

Psalmist ends with a beautiful confession of the promised Messiah. Although there is some 

disagreement as to when this Psalm was written, most commentators agree that the Psalmist is speaking 

of the return from Babylon. Recall what a wonderful salvation that was for God’s people (Ezra 3). 

While the old people cried when they saw the foundations of the new temple, the people shouted for 

joy because God had brought back their captive band. When we are in trouble, let us with the Psalmist 

remember those former mercies of God in our prayers for deliverance. Sing Psalter 230:1, 231:1. 

 

February 5 Read Ezekiel 39:23-29; Psalm 85:3-4. 
We sing in Psalter 230:2 the following words: “in grace Thy people, Lord, return.” What do these 

words mean? The idea is this: the Psalmist asked God to turn His people to Himself. That is, the 

Psalmist confessed that God alone works repentance. This truth is abundantly clear in Ezekiel 39:23- 

29, the passage which records the promise of the restoration of Judah. There, God powerfully declared, 

“Now will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel.” In our 

Psalm, we find that God had fulfilled that promise. God had covered the sins of His people. He had 



brought them back from captivity and into covenant fellowship with Him in the promised land of 

Canaan. Yet, after this restoration we learn that Israel had sinned. As a result, they were under the 

heavy hand of God. Therefore, the Psalmist asked God to “let His wrath no longer burn” by turning His 

people to Himself. My fellow young people, when we feel the heat of God’s anger over our sin, let us 

also pray to God that He might turn us from our sins and cause His face to shine on us. Sing Psalter 

230:2. 

 

February 6 Read Psalm 30; Psalm 85:5-6. 
“Wilt Thou be angry with us for ever? Wilt Thou draw out Thine anger to all generations?” Such 

words reveal that Israel did not have God’s smiling face beaming down on them. Because of their sin, 

they did not feel the warmth of fellowship with the living God. Therefore, on behalf of Israel, the 

Psalmist came boldly before God’s presence, beseeching Him to revive His people. Although it sounds 

as if these godly Jews (who were represented by the Psalmist) were finding fault with God, Calvin says 

they were seeking to find “hope of relief from the contemplation of the nature of God; as if they laid it 

down as a fixed principle, that it is impossible for Him to be angry for ever” (Cf. Psalm 30:5). 

Therefore, the Psalmist’s questions and petitions in Psalm 85:5-6 were statements of hope based solidly 

on God’s promise that He would make His people rejoice in His covenant presence. The only 

foundation for this promise is Jesus Christ. Apart from Him, Israel (and we) would forever be under 

God’s wrath even as the wicked! (Cf. Psalm 5:5, 7:11). Praise God for His covenant mercies! Sing 

Psalter 230:3, 231:2. 

 

February 7 Read Psalm 85:8-13; Psalm 85:7-8. 
After we lay our petitions before the Living God, we ought to be ready to hear what the Lord will 

speak. That speech of God will not come to us by some “inner voice” that tells us exactly what God’s 

will is. Neither will it come through reading all kinds of works by the “experts” of this world. Rather, 

God’s voice is heard, powerfully, where He has prescribed: in the Scriptures and in the faithful 

preaching of the Word. Here is where God speaks the blessed words of the gospel to His people. Here 

is where God will “answer us in peace.” In thankfulness for His Word of salvation, let us therefore go 

up to God’s house in this day and show forth His praise by walking according to His commandments 

and not turning again unto folly. Sing Psalter 230:4, 231:3. 

 

February 8 Read I Kings 6-7; Psalm 85:9. 
Have you ever contemplated the beauty of the city of Jerusalem during Solomon’s reign? While 

you were reading the passage from I Kings, were you awed by the splendor of the beautifully carved 

flowers and the golden presence of the temple? Truly, glory dwelled in the land of Israel during the 

reign of King Solomon! However, that former glory had faded away when the Psalmist wrote our 

verse. After their long captivity, God’s people had returned to a land which was desolate when 

compared to the glory of Solomon’s reign. In that state, the Psalmist confidently proclaimed, “Surely 

His salvation is nigh them that fear Him; that glory may dwell in all our land.” The glory of which the 

Psalmist spoke is ultimately the glory of the New Jerusalem described for us in Revelation 21 and 22. 

Take a few moments to compare the infinite majesty of this New Jerusalem with its type—the glory of 

the Old Jerusalem. Such a study can only make us yearn for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ so that 

we might exult in the glory of our God for ever and ever. Sing Psalter 230:5. 

 

February 9 Read Heid. Catechism, LD 4-6; Psalm 85:10-11. 
The glorious kingdom spoken of in verses nine and eleven is realized only because of what we read 

in verse ten: “Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” In 

this vivid example of friendship, God illustrates to us the work of Christ. It is Christ who has made 

truth to agree with mercy. It is Christ who has reconciled law and peace. He is that Mediator spoken of 



in Question and Answer 18. Away with the false doctrine that God is only a God of love! Our God is a 

God not only of love, mercy, and peace but also of righteousness and truth! Our Christ is the One who 

makes these attributes to embrace each other! Therefore, let us give thanks not only by living a godly 

life but also by defending the truth about God and Christ explained in Lord’s Day 4-6. Sing Psalter 

230:6, 232:3. 

 

February 10 Read Psalm 85; Psalm 85:11-13. 
We have seen that this Psalm is a plea to God to remember His covenant and to remember how He 

had brought back His people from the captivity of Babylon. The cries of the Psalmist to God on behalf 

of Israel showed that Israel was experiencing God’s anger. Yet, we saw that the Psalmist was confident 

that salvation would appear to God’s people because God had promised it in Christ. Surely, exclaimed 

the Psalmist in verses 11-13, this Messiah would cause the land to yield her increase. Truth would 

spring forth out of that land. Righteousness would shine brightly from the heavens. Yet, the land 

spoken of is not a future kingdom on this earth. Therefore, we should not look for this good land in a 

golden age of a literal one thousand year reign. Rather, we must believe that the good land of Psalm 85, 

the land which is permeated with truth and righteousness, is a spiritual kingdom with Christ as the 

King. Sing Psalter 230:7, 232:3. 

 

Devotionals on Psalms 86-88 by John Huizenga  

February 11 Read Deuteronomy 7:1-10; Psalm 86:1-2. 
The titles of the Psalter numbers for Psalm 86 emphasize the confidence that the believer has in 

coming to God. The sinner, burdened with the knowledge of his or her weakness, frailty, and guilt 

before God comes to God and says, “help me because I am needy and also holy and therefore worthy of 

help.” How can the sinner come with such confidence? The passage we read from Deuteronomy gives 

the answer which is fulfilled in Christ. God has chosen His people. He determined from eternity to love 

them. He makes them holy in Christ. He reveals his great love and mercy in the way of delivering us 

from our sins and troubles. Let us sing with thankful praise Psalter 233, 235:1. 

 

February 12 Read Luke 115-13; Psalm 86:3-4. 
As we noticed yesterday, the basis of our confidence in coming to God in prayer is the gracious and 

sovereign love of God which has the power to make us His people. In the verses we read today, 

emphasis is placed upon the covenant relationship of God with His people. God is our Lord and we are 

servants. The covenant relationship we have with God is the fruit of sovereign election from eternity. 

Our consciousness of being a servant and covenant friend of God also gives us confidence in our 

approach to God in prayer. We know God will not send us evil when we ask for those things which the 

child of God needs. Let us rejoice in the comfort God has given to us. Sing Psalter 233:2, 235:1. 

 

February 13 Read l John4; Psalm86:5. 
The love of God is at the heart of the covenant that He has established with His chosen people. God 

loved them from eternity, and because of His love for them, He reveals Himself to them and makes 

them holy and fit to live with Him forever. Even the way in which he makes us holy, by the sacrifice of 

His Son, reveals that love. Knowing this truth, we come to Him with our every need confident that He 

will care for us. But how can we know that we are children of God? The love of God within us is 

manifest in our love for one another and our testimony of the truth. Do you love your brother and sister 

in the Lord? Do you study the word of God so that you are able and willing to testify of the truth? Then 

you also will have the confidence to come to God in prayer. Sing Psalter 233:3, 235:2. 

 

February 14 Read Jonah 2; Psalm 86:6,7. 



Sometimes we wonder whether or not God will hear us in our times of need especially when our 

sinful walk has brought the trouble we have. Jonah disobeyed the direct command of God to go preach 

in Ninevah and soon he found himself in the belly of a great fish. Yet he turned to the Lord. He 

repented and prayed to God for deliverance. This does not mean we willfully sin for our enjoyment 

thinking we can pray to God any time we get in trouble. This is not how the believer thinks. Sin is the 

enemy. We must fight against it. When we slip into sin, it makes us feel sick. The believer does not 

want to sin, but when he does, he goes straight to God in prayer. Each time this happens, we experience 

a little more of God’s love and we grow in our faith. Sing Psalter 233:4, 235:3. 

 

 February 15 Read Daniel 3; Psalm 86:8,9. 
Man tries so hard to avoid the one and only God. It is quite amazing to think that man being a 

creature made by God Himself, living within a world created by God, does not confess God. Instead, he 

worships all sorts of things that clearly have no power in themselves to create the world or uphold life. 

This fact demonstrates how wicked man really is. It is not until God sends something that shakes the 

hard hearts of men that they acknowledge the one and only God. Even so, God has created all men and 

all the different nations with a view to gathering from among them a people who have been changed by 

the power of His grace. God gathers a people who do not merely confess Him out of fear, but out of 

love for Him. Let us show today by our walk of life that we confess God as the one and only God. Sing 

Psalter 233:5; 236:1. 

 

February 16 Read John 6:30-45; Psalm 86:10,11. 
“Teach me thy way, O Lord;...unite my heart to fear thy name.” These are the words of a child of 

God that knows his own inability to love and obey God. Some would argue that this shows the ability 

of sinful man to accept God by his own will and thereby receive salvation. But it is clear that these 

words are from a mature Christian, not one who decides to go seek the truth. Jesus uses the same 

language: “taught of God,” and then explains that one does not even seek to be taught until God draws 

him. Popular Christianity loves to glorify man with his fervent seeking of God and coming forth to 

accept him. The true doctrines of grace call us to a fervent seeking of God after God has first drawn us 

into His light. May we pray every day that God teach us and unite us as we grow spiritually in our 

knowledge and for His glory. Sing Psalter 233:6; 236:2. 

 

February 17 Read I Thessalonians 1; Psalm 86:12,13. 
Eternal praise to God with our whole heart is the only thing we can rightfully do. Anything else is 

sin. We owe everything we have and are to God. Why do we owe such total and complete devotion to 

God? The Word of God in the Psalm says that it is because God is merciful and has delivered us from 

the lowest hell. That lowest hell is the experiencing of the wrath of God for sin. This wrath, we read in 

I Thessalonians, was suffered by Christ for our sake. In this life, we have only a small beginning of 

living perfectly before God. So much of our living is for our glory; but we do grow, and in this way of 

fighting sin, we see more clearly the mercy and love of God. In heaven our abilities, talents, and 

personalities will be used in perfect service to God. Sing Psalter 234:1; 236:3. 

 

 February 18 Read Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 86:14. 
It is bad enough when one person rises up against you to bring some accusation or misery into your 

life. The fear and suffering is multiplied when assemblies and even leaders of nations rise up against us. 

What hope do we have when even the laws of the land and authorities are against you? Even murderers 

have “rights” in our country, but the antichristian powers have no tolerance for the believer. We need 

never despair, however, because the God who governs even the rising up of wicked assemblies does it 

for the service of His people. Never was this more clear than when they delivered up Christ to be 

crucified. The devil’s attempt to destroy Christ was in itself the salvation of all the elect. May we also 



with the early Church described in the book of Acts go forth with boldness and sing praise to our God. 

Sing Psalter 234:2; 236:3.  

 

February 19 Read Ephesians 2:1-10; Psalm 86:15. 

“Full” and “Plenteous” are words that express an abundance of something. Nothing more can be 

added without overflowing. The full capacity has been reached. God has no bounds and therefore these 

words express perfection in God. God’s mercy is perfect. Nothing could make it better or fuller. The 

measure of God’s mercy and compassion can only be measured in terms of the effect they have on 

finite creatures like us. Our sins are heinous and putrid and we stand in ourselves without a shred of 

goodness before God. God’s mercy is His desire and purpose to make us His friend servants and take 

away our sins. The more we see how sinful we are, the more we come to know the greatness of God’s 

love and mercy. We see the greatness of our sin and misery when we see the righteousness and justice 

of God as he poured out his wrath against sin in Christ. Sing Psalter 234:3, 236:4. 

 

February 20 Read Ephesians 3:1-19; Psalm 86:16. 

A wonderful gift it is to have the very power of God within us that we might know the love of God. 

We ask for strength from God to help us through trials in life, but strength from God is also necessary 

for new spiritual growth as we see from the text in Ephesians. Natural man, man fallen in sin and 

unredeemed, is not able to know and love God. He can only hate and despise God. God so works in our 

mind and soul that our eyes and ears are opened to see and hear the word of God and comprehend 

something of the love of God. This is something for which we must pray. We do not receive this power 

of God apart from the word of God, however. God gives us the power to know, and he also gives us his 

word upon which to exercise the power we have. Sing Psalter 234:4, 236:5. 

 

February 21 Read Micah 7:1-13; Psalm 86:17. 
In this verse the Psalmist asks for some token or sign that proves to the wicked that God is with 

him. From the outside, the Christian does not appear to be any better off than the wicked. You can not 

do a scientific study to find any distinction between the believer and unbeliever that would show 

clearly that God loves the believer and hates the unbeliever. This distinction will not be made clear to 

the wicked until the final day of judgment when God shows to them how He has redeemed them from 

sin and brings them into covenant fellowship. Until then, the wicked will try to explain away and 

dispute any claims we have of the particular love of God. Yet for this token we pray. The Lord has 

taught us to pray for this in the Lord’s Prayer when we say “Thy kingdom come.” Sing Psalter 234:5, 

236:5. 

 

February 22 Read I Peter 2:1-10; Psalm 87:1-3. 
Though the individual believer and the church from an earthy perspective may seem weak, battered, 

and torn with strife, the true church which is the people of God gathered from the beginning of the 

world, is strong and glorious. In the Old Testament, Zion was the earthly place where God chose to 

dwell with His people. Zion was placed upon an immovable mountain. These things were pictures of 

the Church. Christ is the foundation. His work of salvation can not be moved. The elect will certainly 

be gathered to live with God forever in heaven. Though we can not see the glory of the whole picture, 

we know that the foundation is sure and that the sovereign God is the builder. Let us rejoice in this 

knowledge. Sing Psalter 237-239:1. 

 

February 23 Read Acts 13:44-52; Psalm 87:4-5. 
The cities and countries named in Psalm 4 and 5 were enemy nations to Israel. By the revelation of 

God to the Psalmist, he was given a glimpse of the plan of God to turn the hearts of the enemy to 

repentance and salvation. This was known to the Israelites, but many Jews at the time of the apostles 



would have none of it. They thought God chose the Jews because of something special within them. 

They refused to acknowledge the wisdom and power of God’s grace to save from every nation. We 

must rejoice with the Psalmist when the gospel goes out to other nations. We must support and 

encourage those men who leave their familiar life and church in obedience to the call of God to bring 

the gospel to other nations. Give praise to God as you sing Psalter 237:2, 238:2, 239:1. 

 

February 24 Read Revelation 14:1-13; Psalm 87:6-7. 
The great truths summed up in this Psalm can be listed as follows: 1) As the great Shepherd 

counting His sheep, so God will count every one of His chosen. Not one will be forgotten. The number 

will be complete and perfect. 2) The church will be gathered by the preaching of the word from every 

tribe, tongue, and nation. 3) The church raised to eternal glory will sing praises to God that no other 

person can sing. We will sing a song that will testify of the great work of salvation within us. We will 

sing forever of the truth that all our salvation came from God alone. Salvation by grace alone is a truth 

we must hold dear in our churches because it is the song we will sing forever in glory. Sing Psalter 

237:3, 238:3. 239:2.  

 

February 25 Read ll Corinthians 13; Psalm 88:1-5. 
Psalm 87 was filled with joy and gladness for the work of God as He gathers His church. Psalm 88 

is an outpouring of sorrow. Often the individual saints in the church are filled with sorrow, but God has 

placed us within the body of Christ that we might receive strength from fellow saints and the preaching 

of the word. The psalmist says in verse 4 “I am as a man that hath no strength.” The apostle in his letter 

to the Corinthians reveals that Christ was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of 

God. Our weakness always turns our attention to the almighty God. He is never weak. The power of 

God is our only strength. Let us come to Him with our every need. Sing Psalter 240:1. 

 

February 26 Read Rom. 2:1-9; I Pet. 2:19-25; Psalm 88:6-8. 
The psalmist confesses before God that the sorrow he has was given him by God. In fact, the 

sorrow is a result of the wrath of God against him. God laid him in the deepest pit. God took away all 

his friends. God pours out His wrath because of sin. Sorrow does not come from the Devil or anyone 

else. Romans 2 instructs us that God pours out wrath upon those who are impenitent and disobedient. 

When the wrath of God is poured out upon us, we are truly dead in sin. Apart from Christ we will find 

no hope of life. In Christ is the only hope because he bore the wrath of God due unto those sins. God 

brings us sorrow. God brings us joy in Christ. He is sovereign in our salvation. Sing Psalter 240:2. 

 

February 27 Read Romans 9:1-18; Psalm 88:9-13. 
Yesterday we meditated upon the truth of God’s sovereignty in salvation. In the Psalm read today, 

we read of the psalmist taking action to ask God for salvation. Does this teach us that we have a part 

our salvation? We must not forget that the very fact that the psalmist is crying out to God is evidence of 

a godly heart that is sorrowing under chastisement. Romans 9:18 teaches that God hardens the heart of 

the wicked. Being hard, they do not cry out to God for salvation. Sorrow like that of the psalmist is a 

terrible thing, but the beauty of Christ is revealed in a repentant sinner. Sing Psalter 240:3. 

 

February 28 Read Matthew 27:39-49; Psalm 88:13-18. 
In our weakness and frailty as a creature of God, we ask God “why?” Even Christ, having taken 

upon himself our human nature and all our sins cried out in His darkest moment, “my God, my God, 

why hast thou forsaken me?” God is a God of infinite wisdom. We will never know the depths of the 

riches of His knowledge. When things seem so contrary to our human understanding of what is right, 

we say “why?” Yet we have hope in the victory of Christ. After He said “why,” He commended his 



Spirit to God and God gave Him the victory. In glory the questions we have will be answered. Let us be 

content to wait upon him in hope. Sing Psalter 240:4, 5. 
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