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A Psalter-Psalm Devotional of Praise to Our Sovereign Covenant God 

 

December 1 Read Psalm 117 
Psalm 117:1 This is the shortest Psalm, but what a multitude of truths we can find in it. We read the 

word praise in the first verse twice. This is significant for us because as God’s people we are called to 

live a life of praise. We also see that God calls His people from the whole world. This Psalm was 

written for Jews, but they had to know that God gathered His church from all manner of people. We 

need this same admonition today. We must see that God calls His people from all manner of races, 

tribes, and tongues. He may use us for this purpose. As we live lives of praise we must show our praise 

in being thankful that we may be chosen to bring the gospel to the nations. Let us praise Him in all 

things. Sing Psalter 314. 

 

December 2 Read Isaiah 54:4-10 
Psalm 117:2a As we begin the season of the year in which many songs and words concerning 

Christmas are heard, we should stop and take notice of why there is Christmas. Sometimes we hear the 

phrase “Jesus is the reason for the season”. I think that this is a trite phrase which does not capture the 

true meaning of Christmas. We can find that true meaning in the first part of the Psalm 117:2. We have 

Christmas because God’s merciful kindness was great toward His people. He was so kind to us that He 

sent His only begotten Son to be born of the virgin Mary, suffer during His life on this earth, and 

eventually to die on the cross for our sins. Do we know what true kindness is? We definitely have 

experienced it from God. Do we show it to those around us? Children, are you kind to those in your 

class? Everyone? Young people, what about you? Older members, we are included as well. Our 

heavenly Father has shown to us much kindness. Let us reflect His love to those around us. Sing Psalter 

315. 

 

December 3 Read Titus 1:1-10 
Psalm 117:2b The third aspect in this short Psalm is truth. It is God’s truth. It is the truth which 

brings to us no end of comfort because it never fails. Man may speak the truth, and then go out and turn 

it into a lie. We are all guilty of that. God is never guilty of that fault. Because of this we can be assured 

that He will love us until the end of our days on this earth no matter how long or how short they may 

be. We can live our lives in the confidence that whatever God has proclaimed will come to pass. Israel 

of old had this comfort as they waited for the promised Savior. The church today can rest assured that 

Christ will come again and take them to heaven there to live a life of praise with Him before the throne 

of God forever. Let us praise the Lord with our whole being. Sing Psalter 316. (These three Psalter 

numbers make excellent songs for morning devotions around the table.) 

 

December 4 Read Psalm 118:1-14 
Psalm 118:1-4 This Psalm is one of the Hallel Psalms. It was especially used by Israel for worship 

during the time of the Passover. It was probably one of these Psalms that Jesus and his disciples sang 

before they went out from the upper room. In the first four verses of this Psalm we notice that a reason 

for our thanksgiving to God is because His mercy endureth forever. We saw in the last Psalm the 

comfort we derive from the fact that His truth is everlasting. Here we see another of God’s attributes 

giving to the child of God of any age immeasurable comfort. God’s mercy is for ever. If it was not, we 

would be doomed to destruction because of our sin. As we prepared today to meet with the 



congregation of Christ, we can be thankful like Israel of old for God’s mercy. Let us prepare to thank 

Him whose “mercy endureth forever.” Sing Psalters 317:1 and 319:1-2. 

 

December 5 Read I Samuel 23:19-29 
Psalm 118:5 David could write Psalms from his experiences. Even though this Psalm gives no 

indication that it is David’s, the cry of this verse could be his. But it could be any other child of God’s 

as well. We are brought into distress. This distress could be a physical affliction brought upon us by 

God for our good. It may be oppression from those around us as Satan tries to cause us to fall. It could 

be distress caused by our sin. What ever the cause we have the blessed assurance that when we truly 

call upon God’s mercy He will hear us and deliver us from our troubles. Today, as we enter God’s 

house, is a good day to contemplate this fact. We can examine our lives and trials and see where we are 

being led. We can pray to Him in the “beauty of holiness.” We can sing Psalms unto Him in 

thankfulness for His goodness. Above all we can listen to His word and see what He says unto us. Let 

us call upon the Lord with confidence today. Sing Psalter 319:3.  

 

December 6 Read Romans 8:31-39 
Psalm 118:6-7 This verse is a continuation of the thought of the preceding verse. The Psalmist 

confesses that he does not have to fear what may happen to him because God is on his side. Paul living 

in just as dangerous times confessed the same thing. Is this your confession, people of God? Are you 

oppressed because of the faith and therefore need God’s help? We have a great God who will deliver us 

against all manner of oppression. David and the apostle Paul had to be concerned for their lives. Most 

of us do not have that concern. But yet if we truly walk in God’s Word we will face oppression from 

Satan and his hosts. We need not fear. God is for us; none can be against us. Sing Psalters 317:2 and 

319:4. 

 

December 7 Read Jeremiah 17:1-8 
Psalm 118:8-9 When we face oppression or any difficulty we must make a choice about whom we 

will place our trust. Do we trust in the arm of flesh, or do we trust in the living God? The Psalmist had 

no difficulty answering this question. He knew that it was better to trust in God than man. Is this your 

experience, people of God? Have you been guilty of placing your trust in the ways of man and ignoring 

God? This is a terrible thing especially when we know how great our God is. There is nothing that He 

cannot do for us. There is no difficulty so great that He cannot help us to escape. When we are tempted 

to ignore God and trust in man, let us fight this temptation with these verses. When we do this, God 

will help us. Of that there is no doubt. Sing Psalter 319:5.  

 

December 8 Read I Samuel 17:40-50 
Psalm 118:10-12 People of God, do you face trouble by using the name of God? Consider David in 

the passage for today. Here he was a mere lad facing a giant. His main weapon was the name of God. 

With that weapon he overcame Goliath and won the battle for Israel. We, too, have that weapon. When 

we wield this weapon against all difficulties, we, too, will be victorious over all sorts of troubles. The 

name of Jehovah is both a weapon and a comfort. By His name we can rest assured that He will help 

us. That name is so precious to Him that He has even given a commandment about it. People of God, 

use Jehovah’s name. Not in vain. Not carelessly. Those uses will cause us to be guilty. But, rather, use 

His name to fight the battles of faith. Sing Psalter 317:3. 

 

December 9 Read Psalm 118:1-14 
Psalm 118:13-14 We come to the end of this section of Psalm 118. In it we have been admonished 

to fight the battle of faith in the strength of the Lord. This is the summary found in the two verses for 

today. We, like the Psalmist, can know that we will receive help from Jehovah. Because He helps us, 



He will not only become our salvation and strength, but He will become the content of our songs. Do 

you sing, people of God? Young people, is God the content of the music you sing and to which you 

listened? Our God is able to save us. He will save us. We must show our gratitude to Him in our music. 

What will it be? The music of Jehovah or Satan? There is no other kind. Psalter 317:3. 

 

December 10 Read Psalm 118:15-29 
Psalm 118:15-16 In these two verses we have an example of why we praise the Lord. In the first 

part of verse 15 we are told that in God’s peoples’ houses is found rejoicing and salvation. In the rest of 

this pair of voices is the reason. The almighty hand of Jehovah is exalted and “doeth valiantly.” What a 

comfort it is to have someone’s hand upon us whom we can trust. Every little child knows that when he 

is holding father’s hand he is safe. We have that same sense of safety through the hand of God. Let us 

make our homes full of rejoicing because of the right hand of Jehovah. Sing Psalter 320:1. 

 

December 11 Read Hebrews 11:1-11 
Psalm 118:17-18 In these verses we have a little insight into the cause of this Psalm’s being 

written. The author had been chastised by God for some sin. This chastisement was such that he came 

close to death. But through it all he came to understand that this affliction was for his good. He realized 

that he would not die, but rather would live and would tell of God’s goodness to others. God, like a 

faithful earthly father, knows what is good for His people. His chastisements though severe at times do 

not lead to death but rather to salvation. Like the Psalmists we must be ready to declare the works of 

the Lord to those around us. This season gives us ample opportunity to do this. We do not tell the 

sentimental story of Christmas but rather we must declare the real Christmas story. Sing Psalter 317:4. 

 

December 12 Read Isaiah 26:1-8 
Psalm 118:19 This verse is an excellent one to consider on the Sabbath Day. It should be our 

earnest desire that the gates of righteousness be opened unto us on this the first day of the week. We 

need to enter those gates of righteousness and be fed with “food convenient for us” on the Lord’s Day. 

What is our attitude as we enter church today? Have we prepared ourselves to go to church? Are our 

young people prepared? Did we see that they were home early enough last night so that they were 

ready to attend church. What are we going to do once inside those gates? According to the verse we 

will praise the Lord. Are we ready to do that? Are we ready to sing the songs of Zion with a ready and 

willing heart? Are we ready to pray? To listen to the word of Christ? Let us utter this prayer often, and 

let us desire to praise the Lord just as often. Sing Psalter 318:1. 

 

December 13 Read Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 118:20-21 These two verses are a continuation of yesterday’s thought. The gates of 

righteousness are not just entered on Sunday. We should desire to enter them every day of our lives. As 

we go off to work or school this morning, we should be entering the gates of righteousness. As we 

work or play, we should be praising Jehovah. Why is this so? The answer is because when we call upon 

God in any distress, He will hear us. He then will bring to us salvation. This may not be in the way we 

might expect, but rather it will be in accordance to His will. In gratitude for that salvation we must 

enter the gates of righteousness and praise Jehovah. Let us pray for that grace, and let us carry out our 

daily work in the praise of Jehovah. Sing Psalters 318:2 and 320:2. 

 

December 14 Read Psalm I Peter 2:1-10 
Psalm 118:22-23 Salvation should be marvelous in our sight. As we consider the birth of Christ in 

this season of the year, we must not lose sight of the purpose of that birth. Christ, born of a virgin, was 

born for a life of suffering for our salvation. Is this not a marvelous work? Is it not past comprehension 

of such feeble mortals as we are? Because of its being so marvelous, we must bow in humble adoration 



toward it. He who was despised and rejected of men has become the most important part of the 

building. Man would not choose Him. Man would never choose Him. But He was ordained by God to 

become the head of the corner. Let us praise His name in the true meaning of Christmas-our salvation. 

Sing Psalters 318:3 and 320:3. 

 

December 15 Read Genesis 1:1-8 
Psalm 118:24-25 At creation there was more than objects being created. God also created time. He 

gave to us the day in which we can do our work, in which we can play, and most importantly in which 

we can praise Him. In creating the day He also created the works of that day. We cannot say that we 

shall do this or that. God has ordained what we will do. Oh, we may plan, we may pray to carry out 

some activity; but we must always confess, “Thy will be done.” As we go through out this day let us 

remember that it has been made by God. Let us rejoice in whatever comes to pass in this day because 

we know that it is good for us. Let our prayers rise up each morning with that thought in mind. Let us 

pray for prosperity not necessarily earthly prosperity, but definitely let us pray for spiritual prosperity. 

Sing Psalters 318:4 and 320:4. 

 

December 16 Read Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118:26 You surely recognize this as the content of the people’s shout as Jesus entered 

Jerusalem one week before His death. The people recognized that this was the Christ. They were not so 

sure what to make about Him. He did not seem very kingly. What about us? Do we recognize the 

Christ? Do we know what to make of Him? As we get closer and closer to the day in which we 

celebrate His birth, how are we behaving? Do we know what Christmas is? Do we know why Christ 

was born? Let us stop each day and consider our salvation which was wrought for us by Christ. He who 

was born a baby and crucified on the cross. We cannot have one without the other. Blessed be He that 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna! Sing Psalters 318:5 and 320:5. 

 

December 17 Read John 12:44-50 
Psalm 118:27 Have you seen the light? This is a common idiom in the English language. But is a 

question that every child of God must consider. No, we are not talking about an extraordinary 

experience. We are not looking for the light of a vision. We are looking for the Light of the world. Jesus 

Christ is that light even as He testified of Himself. Because He is the light, He gives light and life to 

His people. In two days we will go up to His house. The light will shine out during the sermon. Will we 

be steadfast to that light? What about tonight, young people? Will you be doing things in which you do 

not want that Light to see? The Light shines in the darkness. He knows whatever we do, even if it is in 

secret. Christ is the light of the world. Let us seek that light and wish for its brilliant beams to enlighten 

all that we do. Sing Psalter 318:6. 

 

December 18 Read Psalm 118:15-29 
Psalm 118:28-29 The Psalm ends with the same words as it begins. After the psalmist considers 

many things, he only has one confession. God’s mercy is good and endureth forever. What about us, 

people of God? We come to the end of another week. As we look back upon the past week, must we not 

confess, that God’s mercy endureth forever? Must we not say that God is good? As we prepare for the 

Sabbath, let us confess these things, and let us ready ourselves to go to God’s house and praise His 

wonderful name. Let us sing Psalms of praise unto Him and the lamb who reigneth forever and ever. 

Let us live lives in which God’s mercy is truly reflected. Children, young people, saints of all ages, let 

us know that God’s mercy endureth forever and let us thank Him for it every day. Sing Psalter 318:7. 

 

December 19 Read Psalm 119:1-8 



Psalm 119:1-2 We come to the longest Psalm. But yet it may be one of the most precious. Except 

for a few verses, each verse names the Word of God in it in some way. Look for each of the synonyms 

and see how precious God’s Word has been throughout the ages. Are you blessed, people of God? Do 

you walk undefiled in God’s law? Do you seek to do that? Today is Sunday. We all know the fourth 

commandment. Are we going to keep it holy? Or is the NFL playoff game something that we cannot 

miss? Are we off on vacation and have not sought the means of grace today? Have we failed to find a 

church with the all the marks of Christ’s church? These two verses have much to say to us not only 

today but also every day of our lives. Let us read them over and over and mark their importance. Sing 

Psalter 321:1. 

 

December 20 Read Psalm Romans 7:12-25 
Psalm 119:3-4 By nature we have “all sinned and come short of the glory of God” Of this the law 

testifies most diligently about us. We are commanded to keep all the laws and we keep none of them. 

But yet, because of Christ we are accounted righteous before God. We have the blessedness of them 

that do no iniquity because we have been justified by faith. Do we live lives of gratitude for such 

justification? No, these are not lives filled with the good works of those who think this is pleasing to 

God. These are lives that love God’s law and keep it day and night. Help us, O Lord, to keep Thy law 

diligently everyday of our lives. Help us to live lives of gratitude and to be one of the blessed people. 

Sing Psalter 321:2. 

 

December 21 Read I John 2:18-29 
Psalm 119:5-6 As we considered our lives how often must we mourn with the psalmist that we 

wish our way were directed to keep God’s statutes. As we go to sleep at night and consider our day, we 

must confess that we have sinned much. We must know that in not keeping God’s law we become 

ashamed. We must be ashamed, for we have failed to please our heavenly Father. But there is hope! 

Through His Son, whose birth we celebrate this week, we have the confidence that we will have respect 

to His laws. No, not perfectly, that will not be our delight until we go to heaven. But yet we have a 

small part of the new obedience in this life. Let us respect and keep the laws of God and not be 

ashamed in them. Sing Psalter 321:3. 

 

December 22 Read Psalm 119:1-8 
Psalm 119:7-8 The psalmist’s plea in the final verse of this first section is that he is not forsaken by 

God. What a dreadful thing that would be! Forsaken by God. Christ felt that on the cross as He cried 

out, “My God, My God, why has thou forsaken me.” We would feel it, too, if it were not for Christ’s 

ultimate sacrifice. What must we do? We must strive to keep the statutes of the Lord. We must strive to 

learn them. This means that we must spend much time in the study of His Word. We must do this 

personally. We must do this with our families. We must do this with the church. People of God of all 

ages, study the Word of God. Then you will have the comfort that He will never forsake you. Sing 

Psalter 321:4. 

 

December 23 Read Psalm 119:9-16 
Psalm 119:9 Young people, take the time to read our verse for today again. Do you know the 

answer of the first part? If you do not, do not worry, God has provided it for you in the second part. Do 

you want to cleanse your way? Do you understand what it means to take heed to God’s Word? Taking 

heed to God’s Word means that first of all you know God’s Word. Just as in yesterday’s verses there is a 

necessity to have knowledge of God’s Word. Cleansing our way does not consist in works 

righteousness. It does not consist in taking part in man-made projects of good works. Cleansing our 

way means we walk in faith which consists of the knowledge of all that God has revealed in His Word 



and a confidence that it is true for us. Only then can we have the clean hands and pure heart of the 

mature child of God. Young people, do you want that? Do you seek that? Sing Psalter 322:1. 

 

December 24 Read ll Chronicles 15:1-15 
Psalm 119:10 Can we say that we have sought Jehovah with our whole heart? If we cannot, why 

not? The psalmist was a man as we are. He possessed no special graces that would allow him to wholly 

seek the Lord. We must make it our desire to wholly seek the Lord. Then we must ask Him grace not to 

let us wander away from the goodness of His law. As we look toward Christmas, we should do this in 

gratitude for the sacrifice Christ made for us. For it is only through Christ that we can seek the Lord 

whole-heartedly. Let us ask for the grace to do this all the days of our lives. Sing Psalter 322:2. 

 

December 25 Read Luke 2:8-19 
Psalm 119:11 Today is Christmas. How are we spending it? Are we using it to thank God for the 

birth of His Son for our salvation? What about today’s text? How does it fit in with Christmas? The 

answer is found in John 1:14 where we read, “And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us...” 

Christ is the Word. We must take that word and hide it in our hearts. Now our verse also implies that we 

use His Word the Scriptures in this way. Are you memorizing Scripture? Are you hiding it in your heart 

so that you might not sin against God? Our children learn readily. We must take the opportunity to help 

them hide God’s Word in their hearts. But while they are learning, we can also be learning. Let us 

worship today by hiding the Word in our hearts and His Word as well. Sing Psalter 322:2. 

 

December 26 Read Proverbs 3:11-22 
Psalm 119:12-14 Today’sverses start with a blessing. We bless the Lord because He cares for us in 

all things. Then we pray that He will teach His statutes unto us. We must realize that this is the only 

way we will find blessedness in this life. Then we utter words of thanksgiving with our mouths. This 

can be by way of prayer, or it can be by way of song. In all these things we must realize that they are 

more precious than any riches. By this time you must notice that these three verses sound like a way of 

worship. As we enter God’s house today, we must use what He has given us in our worship. Man’s 

made-up worship will not suffice. Let us worship and bow down before our God. Let us use His laws to 

help us in our worship. Let us rejoice that He has given them to us. Sing Psalter 322:3. 

 

December 27 Read Psalm 119:9-16 
Psalm 119:15-16 People of God, will you confess the words of today’s verses? Will you take the 

time to meditate upon God’s precepts. Time is the key word here. Meditating is not something you can 

do quickly. It takes time. Will you give that time to God? Do you have respect unto His laws? If He 

says, “Thou shalt not...” will you say, “Oh, yes I will”? We must have respect and honor toward God’s 

commands. Will you delight in God’s statutes? Do you love to keep the Ten Commandments? Do they 

give you great joy and delight? Finally, will you remember God’s Word? We heard that Word yesterday. 

Do we remember the text, the theme, the main points? Young people, do your activities cause you to 

forget God’s Word? If they do, you had better find new activities. Look back over these four “I wills.” 

Are they our confessions? Sing Psalter 322:4. 

 

December 28 Read Psalm 119:17-24 
Psalm 119:17-18 The psalmist has two desires from God. He asks God to deal bountifully with him 

and to open his eyes. In both these requests, he uses the imperative. He writes them as commands. This 

shows how serious he is in his requests. The bountifulness that he wishes is not earthly but rather 

spiritual. He is not asking to be healed from a physical blindness but a spiritual one. Are these our 

requests? Are we as serious about them as the psalmist was? Are we desirous of spiritual bounties? Do 

we seek them? Notice that the psalmist considers them necessary to life itself. Without the bounties of 



God’s law he and we would feel spiritual death. Let us look for the wonders of God’s law and daily 

seek after them. Sing Psalter 323:1. 

 

December 29 Read Hebrews 11:8-16 
Psalm 119:19-20 How many of us are comfortable being a stranger somewhere? If we go to a 

strange city, are we comfortable driving around in it? If we go to a land with people of a different race, 

are we somewhat uneasy? That is the way that we should feel about our lives on this earth. We should 

always be uneasy because it is full of strangers to us because we are strangers on this earth. Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob were truly strangers in Canaan. They were happy about it. We should be truly 

strangers in this world and be happy about it. Why? Because this is the way that God will lead us to 

heaven where we will no longer be strangers but truly feel at home with everyone present around the 

throne of God. Sing Psalter 323:2. 

 

December 30 Read I Samuel 13:8-14 
Psalm 119:21-22 Saul looked like he had it all. He was the people’s choice to be king over a 

desired location in the world. He was tall and handsome. He seemed to have the whole world in his 

hands. But Saul was missing one thing. Saul did not have the love of God in his heart. Saul was a proud 

man who had no use for God and His commandments. Saul hated God’s commandments. He thought 

he could worship in his own way. Obedience to God was not high on his list of priorities. What was his 

end? He was removed from being king. He lost all that he thought he had. His kingdom was given to a 

man after God’s own heart. Do we pray to have reproach and contempt removed from our lives? Are 

we willing to be humble toward God and all that is His? Let us make this our prayer and let us keep 

God’s testimonies. Sing Psalter 323:3. 

 

December 31 Read Psalm 119:17-24 
Psalm 119:23-24 As we end another year and look toward a new one, what are our thoughts today 

and tonight? Do we speak against God and His laws? Or are we meditating on them even as we close 

the year in His house? Can we confess that His testimonies have been our delight over the past year? 

Did we teach them in a proper attitude to our children and grandchildren? Did we keep them 

grudgingly which means we did not keep them at all? Who or what helped us to make decisions in the 

past year? Young people, did you decide to marry? Did you decide to date? Is your chosen one, one of 

God’s chosen ones? Let us look at all that we have done in light of God’s Word. We will have to 

confess that even our best efforts were no good in His sight. Then let us pray for the grace needed to 

delight in His law and all that it means. Sing Psalter 323:4. 
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