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What goes through your mind when you hear environmentalists lament the disappearance of the 

rainforests? Most of us are far removed from the rainforests and we form our views on the basis of 

what the environmentalists, talk show hosts, politicians, and economists tell us. Some want to preserve 

the forests—leave them alone completely. They warn that we are losing rare animals and plants that 

may contain a substance for the cure of cancer or other terrible diseases. Sometimes these people are 

derided as environmentalist “wacko’s” and “tree-huggers.” Others think we should conserve the 

forests— use them in such a way that we do not destroy them. And finally, there are those who want to 

exploit the forests—harvest them like a crop, cut them all down and use them all up. 

The above mentioned voices are the voices of sinful man. The believer seeks to look at the issue 

through the spectacles of Scripture. What does God say about the forests that He has created? What 

does God say about our use of the forest? 

Before looking through the spectacles of Scripture, we need to get the issue of deforestation clearly 

before us. Deforestation can be defined simply as “the temporary or permanent clearing of forest.” 

Deforestation is not limited to the rainforests; neither is it limited to this present time. Almost all the 

original forest of Europe was cut down between 1050 and 1250 AD. The forests of North America and 

Canada were harvested in the 1800’s. Now with growing populations in the tropics and advanced 

technology, areas such as Southern Mexico, Madagascar, Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines are 

cutting down their virgin forests to make room and money for the people. 

Perhaps you look around and say, “there are plenty of trees and forests.” It is true, the forestland 

that has not been cleared for farming or turned into pasture has grown back and we plant countless trees 

in our towns and cities. The forests we have now, however, are quite different from the original forests 

that covered the land. It has been fragmented into numerous small plots greatly reducing the diversity 

of plants and animals able to live there. Large sections of Wisconsin, for example, were originally oak 

savannas (majestic oak trees widely spaced allowing grass to grow on the forest floor.) Frequent grass 

fires destroyed brush. When roads were built, natural fires put out, the oaks cut, and non-native species 

were introduced, the forests became brushy and the oak seedlings which need direct sunlight had a 

difficult time growing. Few of us will ever enjoy the majesty of virgin forests. 

Man has cut down the forests for two basic reasons: make room for crops and make money from 

the wood. The forests of the United States and Canada have been great sources of economic growth for 

the country. Now many developing countries are cutting into their forests to make room for crops and 

make money from the wood. It is rather hypocritical then, for us to tell other countries that they should 

not cut down their forests. 

When we look through the spectacles of Scripture, we see a much fuller picture. First of all, we see 

a glimpse of the garden of Eden. This was a place of trees, animals and plants of tremendous diversity 

and beauty. It was designed by God to be a home for Adam and Eve. The garden was something of 

great value for man. Everywhere Adam looked, he saw the handiwork of God. Today man seems more 

impressed with his own handiwork than the handiwork of creation. Perhaps we are sad when the 

bulldozer plows through a beautiful section of woods but we would rather have the beautiful home in a 

new subdivision. We see through the spectacles of Scripture that our attitude toward the trees, plants, 

and animals has been greatly distorted. 

Next we see that man was given dominion over the living creatures, and the trees and plants were 

given to him for food. Man was placed in the garden to till the land and care for it. God reveals that the 

plants and animals were given to man so that he could use them for the glory of God. This relationship 

between man and creation most closely resembles the “conservation” attitude some have today—use it 

without destroying it. This relationship, however was also corrupted by sin. Thorns and weeds hinder 



his efforts to till the land, man takes all he can for his own gain, species go extinct, the creation groans. 

Man abuses and scorns the home which God gave to him. 

Next God reveals to us that the entire world was “deforested” by the flood. In fact, God changed the 

whole world. The world before the flood was entirely different than the world we have now. We read in 

II Peter 3:6 “Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished.” We have reason 

to believe that the plant life was far more prolific than the most dense rainforest today. It may even be 

that there was more land area and that the enormous coal and oil deposits we have today are the buried 

remains of all the plants and trees that grew then. We have only a small glimpse of what the creation 

was like then. What we observe today reminds us continually of the effects of sin in the world and turn 

us to Christ. 

The ragged remains of creation may leave us sad, but God also reveals that his eternal council 

includes a new heavens and a new earth. We look specifically at the following three passages: Isaiah 

65:17, “For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, 

nor come into mind.” Isaiah 66:22, “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall 

remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain.” II Peter 3:13, 

“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness.” We are called to look ahead, and not at this present creation for hope. 

How does this view of creation through the spectacles of Scripture shape our thoughts about 

deforestation? The idea of preserving the forests in original condition does not have much support from 

Scripture. The idea of preserving nature from the effects of man comes from evolutionary thinking in 

which man is just like the animals and needs to respect the other life on the earth as an equal. God 

reveals that the creation is to be used by man for the glory of God. Man is to inhabit the whole earth as 

we read in Isaiah 45:18, “For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the 

earth and made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the 

Lord; and there is none else.” The fact of the flood and the corrosive effects of sin also point to the fact 

that this creation will have an end. Man’s preserving creation puts his goal and purpose on earthly 

things and not the Word of God. 

Should we then exploit the forests—use them without any regard for the effects on creation? God 

destroyed them once already. God gave to us dominion over the creatures and plants. We need to use 

the forests to build our homes and churches. Sin has corrupted the world, and we know God will make 

a new heavens and earth. These facts could support the argument to exploit the forests. The problem 

with this argument is that our chief reason for exploitation is not to obey God but rather to satisfy our 

greed. Exploitation is driven by greed and pride. Exploitation, devoid of any appreciation of God’s 

handiwork. Exploitation gives glory to man and not to God. 

Even though sin corrupts the hearts of men and the creation itself, I believe that the principle of 

care for the creation continues from the time of creation till now. We can look at a number of passages 

of Scripture for guidance in this regard. When the Pharisees suggested that divorce was a legitimate 

action because Moses had made allowance for it, Jesus responded in Mark 10:5-9, “For the hardness of 

your heart he wrote you this precept. But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and 

female. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; And they twain 

shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 

together, let not man put asunder.” The orders which God established in the beginning, including the 

relation between man and the creation, were and still are good. 

God also instructs us to be good stewards of all the gifts which he gives to us. Jesus applied the 

principle of a good steward to our use of the spiritual gifts which God gives to His people. A good 

steward does not hide or preserve his gifts without using them. Neither does he squander and use them 

foolishly for his own profit. A good steward uses the gifts for the glory of his master. Finally, we read 

in Proverbs 18:9, “He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.” 



Having looked at the issue of deforestation through the spectacles of Scripture, what effect must 

this have on our life? First of all, the abuses of the creation reveal the corruption of sin and bring us to 

our knees before the cross. Instead of mocking those who hug trees in their attempts to save them or 

greedily take part in the wasting of resources, we should humbly bow before God. Secondly, we need 

not become obsessed with the problem of deforestation and devote our entire life to saving trees, 

because these things are in God’s hands, He will destroy this earth and make “a new heavens and a new 

earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (II Peter 3:13). Finally, we learn to appreciate the beauty of 

what remains of the creation and see the handiwork of God in it. On an earthly, everyday level, we can 

strive to live according to the principles God established in the beginning: use things wisely for the 

glory of God. Recycle your waste as much as possible, plant some trees if you can, and strive to be less 

wasteful. Do these things not hoping for a better future on this earth, but rather for the glory of God 

alone. ♦ 
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